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CHRYSLER PARLEYS 10 RESUME 


i GM Protests Breaches o if Peace Agreement 
| — |Week-End Peace 





Sparks 


-——e ne 
Politics of Peace 
Chrysler Should Win 
Tire Maker Ford 
Old Timers 
All-Americans 
sor 
By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 
WitH ADN going to press 
Friday night and with the 
Chrysler - Lewis- Murphy conver- 
sational merry-go-round at Lan- 


sing postponed to Saturday, it is 
too much to expect that the col- 





umn can do a good job of sooth- 
saying. Before this week’s paper 
gets in the hands of its subscrib- 
ers the negotiators may get to- 
gether and settle the strike, but 
I have my doubts as to any ac- 
tion of that sort. 

There’s one chance of Gov. 
Murphy forcing a decision. Mon- 
day Michigan has a state election. 
Only minor offices are involved, 
but if the aroused electorate 
rises up in its wrath and votes| 
Republican, Murphy will be con-| 
siderably embarrassed if the re-| 
turns show a drift from the} 
strong Democratic majority that 
came out of the national election 
last fall. 

‘a 
| 

INASMUCH as this state elec-| 
tion affords about the only chance 
for those who disagree with Mur-| 
phy and his pacificatory policy| 
in this strike situation, it is pos-| 
sible the governor may put pres-| 
sure to bear to settle the matter | 
over the week-end. Too many | 
dew -and-sunshine gubernatorial | 
statements have stirred up the} 
law and order element in Michi-| 
gan; Monday’s polls afford one 
way of expressing its disgust over 
the delay in putting 60,000 men| 
back to work in the Chrysler | 
plants. 

f * ok 
ON THE FACE of the returns, | 


(Continued on Page 18, Col. 1) 
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The Top Ten | 

PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations | 
as Reported in ADN Today. 


1936 ||| 
Pos. 


9 | 
z | 


1937 
Pos. Make 
1—124,881 Ford 89,493— 
$2,793 Chev. 111,376— 
3— 80,032 Plym. 50,915— 
4— 40,973 Dodge 24,656— 
5— 23,845 Pont. 16,303— 
6— 21,070 Olds. 19,650— 
7— 20,055 Buick 14,966— 7 | 
8— 15,527 Huds.* 11,011— 8 
9— 12,566 Pack. 5,111—11 
10— 11,920 Chrys. 6,017—10 
* Includes Terraplane. | 
Total All Makes 
476,106 371,991 


See Total Registrations to Date, 1937- 
1936, page 16, this issue. 
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| peace terms, 
| were translated 


Thirty Sit-Downs 
Since Pact Began 


Cited by Knudsen 


DETROIT. — Strenuous 
protest against the failure 
of the United Automobile 
Workers to abide by the 
provisions of the agreement 
entered into Mar. 12, was reg- 
istered late Friday afternoon by 
W. S. Knudsen, executive vice- | 
president of General Motors fol- 
lowing a_ series of sit-down 
strikes at various plants of the 
corporation. 

Knudsen pointed out in a let-| 
ter to Homer Martin, UAW presi- 
dent, that since the agreement, no 
less than 30 sit-downs of various 
natures and duration had. been 
effected in GM plants with a total 
loss of man-hour employment of 
413,867 hours. 

While Knudsen did not estimate 
the monetary loss to workers as 
the result of these breaches of the 
if the hours lost 
into dollars at'| 
the rate of 90 cents an hour, GM 
workers have been deprived of 
close to a half million dollars in 
wages even under the present | 


peace. 
In his letter to Martin, Knud- | 





| sen said. 


“On March 12, 1937 an agree-| 
ment was signed by us with your | 
union. It set up an orderly pro-| 
cedure for handling grievances | 
of employes. Section five of the 
agreement specifically provided: 

“Should any differences arise 
over grievances there shall be no| 
suspension or stoppages of work | 
until every effort has been ex- | 
hausted to adjust them through | 
regular grievances procedure, and | 
in no case without the approval | 
of the international officers of | 
the union.’ | 

“This obligation has _ since} 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


NADA Opens 


Drive to Combat Sitdowns 


DETROIT.—A nationwide 
movement to combat the sitdown 
strike was begun today by the 
executive committee of the Na- 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn. 

Civic, religious and patriotic 
organizations were urged to take 
part. The following statement 
will be sent to all governors, | 


|members of congress and repre-| 
| sentatives of the automotive in- 


dustry and trades, and to various 
organizations: 

“The National Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn., which represents and 
serves automobile dealers in all | 
the states and in all communities | 
throughout the United States, de- 
plores the un-American practice 
of: any group or organization in | 
seizing and holding possession of | 


breaks 


A Labor Democracy 


A 


fallacy of labor relations 


divisions: 
1. Executive—Consisting 





of 
would have unhampered control over the operations 
of the plants and business of the company. 

Legislative—Consisting of a congress of representa- 


S pointed out in Automotive Daily News last week the 


machinery set up under the 


Wagner Act lies in the fact that the function of labor repre- 
sentatives is considered as “executive” rather than legisla- 
tive. It makes no provision to ban hot-headed strikes. To 
cure this ADN suggested that a labor relations plan be 
worked out along lines under which there would be three 


plan management which 


tives or the workers, elected by the workers on the 
same basis that congressmen are elected in our na- 


tional congress. 
unions functioning just 


This body would act jointly with 


as democrat, republican and 


other political faiths function in our national congress. 
3. Judicial—Consisting of a mediation board, preferably 
comprised of an equal number of representatives for 
labor, industry and the public. 
Under this plan the labor CONGRESS would act on all 


programs desigced to improve working conditions within 
the plan such as hours of labor, wages and so forth. It 
would hear complaints of discrimination and make suitable 
recommendations to the executive division. 

The EXECUTIVE DIVISION would have power to ap- 
prove or veto such suggestions. 
require a two-thirds vote in the congress to send the recom- 
mendation to the executive division a second time. A second 
throw 
Pocket vetoes would be barred. 
Findings of the judicial division would be binding upon 


veto would automatically 


JUDICIAL DIVISION. 


workers and employers alike. 


during negotiations or before. 
responsible for lockouts. 


cerely invite your criticism. 





Union leaders would be responsible for strikes called 


We have had favorable comment on this plan. 


In event of veto it would 


into the 


the dispute 


Employers would be equally 


We sin- 








Roosevelt Remains Silent 
On Intervention in Strikes 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 


WASHINGTON. — With wires 
out of Michigan singing news of | 
fresh labor sit-downs and out- 
in the automotive and 


Nationwide 


private property in complete vio- | 
lation and in defiance of the 
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) 


Feb. Production 


| head 


| the situation. 


|abated, however, as members de- 
| bated 





Drops to 383, 637 | 
In U. S.. Canada | 


| 
WASHINGTON.—Effects of the | 
automotive strikes are sharply re- | 
flected in statistics compiled this | 
week by the census bureau, which 
disclose a continuation in Febru- | 
ary of the recession of factory | 
sales of automobiles and trucks | 
begun in January. 
February production in Canada 
and the United States (including 
(Continued on Page 17, Col. 1) 


shake of the 
of his hand | 


other industries, a 
and gesture 
were the only response President 
Roosevelt would vouchsafe to in- 





quiries Friday about what the 
federal government may do about | 
He was not moved 
to comment on developments in 
spite of continuing demands in 
congress for an “immediate show- 
down” on administration policy 
toward the spread of strikes and 
renewal of some that were be- 
lieved settled. 

The uproar in congress was un- 


Senator Byrne’s proposed | 
amendment to the Guffey Coal | 
Control bill which would declare | 
sit-down strikes to be “against | 
public policy.” 

Evacuation of the Chrysler 
plants by the sit-downers and the} 
Chrysler-Lewis peace parleys by | 
no means halted the indignation 
over UAW strike tactics, and} 
presidential and other federal in- | 
action, which has surged through | 
both wings of the capitol. 

In both senate and house, de- 
mands continued that firm meas- 





ures be taken by the administra- 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 8) 


Seems Remote If 
Lewis Is Absent 


By WILLIAM C. CALLAHAN 


DETROIT. —As the 
Chrysler strike moves to- 
ward its fourth week there 
is no immediate prospect of 


permanent peace _ arising 
over the coming week-end. In 
fact, there was no assurance as 
ADN went to press Friday eve- 
ning that John L. Lewis would be 
in attendance at the _ session 
scheduled for Saturday morning. 
Settlement of the coal negotia- 
tions, however, opened the way 
for his attendance in Lansing. 
Revival of sit-uown strikes in 
General Motors plants during the 
past week in spite of the agree- 
ment signed with the UAW on: 
Mar. 12, under which stoppages 
of production were banned by 
both sides has further complicated 
the picture since this action raises 
the question of whether or not 
there is assurance that any agree- 
ment entered into by Chrysler 
would be any more effective. 
Meanwhile, it is generally felt 
that Gov. Murphy, who is con- 
sidered to be to President Roose- 
velt what Charley McCarthy is to 
Edgar Bergen, will make every 
effort to press for settlement to 
offset any political effect in the 
coming elections Monday as the 
result of his dalliance with law 


| enforcement in the past. The gov- 


ernor’s implied rebuke to those 
who have urged closer adherence 
to strict law and order as con- 
tained in his utterances this week, 
lauding the peaceful settlement of 


| the Chrysler difficulties, has not 
| set well in many circles. 


As the situation now stands the 
basic dispute between UAW and 
Chrysler has not changed. The 
union still holds forth its demand 
for recognition as sole bargaining 
agency for all Chrysler employes, 
on the ground that it now has 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


4,000,.000th V-8 
Built; 1.000.000 
Since May, 1936 


DEARBORN. — Another million 
mark was passed by the Ford Mo- 
tor Co. April 1, when the 4,000,- 
000th Ford V-8 engine was pro- 
duced at the Rouge plant. 

This represents the building of 
1.000,000 V-8’s, both 60 and 85 
horsepower, since May 29, 1936, a 
little more than 10 months ago. 

When the first V-8 was pro- 
duced on Mar. 9, 1932, it intro- 
duced the V-type engine to the 
low-priced automobile field. Intro- 
duction of the 60-horsepower V-8 
engine last fall provided still an- 
other innovation in the U. S. 
motor world. 





AUTOMOTIVE DAILY NEWS, 


SATURDAY, 


APRIL 3, 1937 


Chrysler-UAW Conferences to Resume in Lansing 


> 


Week-End Peace A ppears | 
Remote If Lewis is Absent 


(Continued from 


more than 50 per cent of Chrysler | 


employes among its membership. 
To date no effort to enforce the 
“majority rule” provisions of the 
‘Wagner Act have been invoked, 
therefore the question of consti- 
tutionality of this law now before 
the supreme court is not an issue. 

Chrysler maintains, and no 
doubt rightly, 
employes not members 
UAW should have right to repre- 
sentation of their own choice and 
that any concession on his part 
to agree to the UAW demands 
would be unfair to such workers 
and could only result in a closed 
shop eventually with the check 
off system and other bad features 
of closed shopism. Thus, as Gov. 
Murphy said last week, only three 
words separate the negotiators 
and most of us guessed that these 
words were “sole collective bar- 


gaining” or perhaps “closed shop 
operation.” On this basis the ques- 
tion of how quickly a peace can 
be arranged will depend entirely 
upon how long it takes for one 


General Motors 
Protests Union’s 


Breach of Paet 


(Continued from Page 1) 
March 12, been violated in the 
stoppage of work in the following 
plants.” (Knudsen then listed the 
30 plants the time of stoppage, 
and the man-hours lost.) His let- 
ter continued: 

“The further obligation of the 
union against the use of intimi- 
dation or coercion has been re- 
peatedly violated despite its pledge 
embodied in the agreement of 
Feb. 11, that: 

” . There shall be no at- 
tempts to intimidate or coerce 
any employe by the union, and 
there shall not be any solicita- 
tion or signing up of members 
on the premises of the com- 
pany.” 

“We are endeavoring in good 
faith to live up to our obligations. 
The grievance procedure affords 
a way to settle speedily grievances 
on the part of workers. When the 
procedure is flouted, and sit-down 
interruption based on arbitrary 
demands occur daily, the agree- 
ment can not be said to function. 

“This situation can not continue. 
Agreements not lived up to are 
no agreements. Demand is hereby 
made that responsible authorities 
of the union take the necessary 
steps to see to it that its obliga- 
tions are observed by the mem- 
bers, and stoppage of production 
cease.” 

In spite of the protests by Knud- 
sen, Chevrolet operations at Flint 
were still at a standstill late Fri- 
day evening. Fisher body plant 
No. 2 in that city was still strike- 
bound while Pontiac Motor plants 
and Fisher plants at Pontiac are 
expected to resume operations on 
Monday following the Thursday 
shutdown. The Fisher plant at 
Cleveland already had settled its 
troubles. 

In union circles there seemed to 
be a tendency to pass responsibil- 
ity for the disturbances from one 
to the other. Under the agree- 
ment, as pointed out by Knudsen, 
no stoppages were to be effected 
without approval of the interna- 
tional officers of the union. 
Whether such approval had been 
given in the cases sighted was 
still in doubt. 


Foley Promoted 

BLOOMFIELD. N. J.—John W. 
Foley, Chevrolet plant manager here 
since 1925, was transferred this week 
to managership of the Chevrolet 
plant at Baltimore. His successor, 
it Was announced, will be Walter B. 
M.' Brownlie, superintendent here 
since 1925. 


that those of his | 
of the} 


| wonder 
| himself has not earned the title 








page 1) 
side or the other to convince 
opponent. 

Graham Paige Motors Corp. 
Friday completed an arrangement 
with UAW under which the union 
is recognized to the extent of its 
membership. A 40 hour week with 
time and one-haif for over-time 
is established, with 75 cents an| 
hour minimum for men and a 65 
cent an hour minimum for) 
women. The contract may be ter-| 
minated by 90 day written notice | 
from either side. 

Meanwhile, the continued up- | 
sets of production in General Mo-| 
tors plants have got under the| 
skin of the management, and a} 
sharp protest regarding these tac- | 
tics was registered Friday with | 
Homer Martin, president of UAW, | 
by W. S. Knudsen, executive vice- 
president of the _ corporation. 
Knudsen pointed out that 30 
strikes since the peace pact of| 
Mar. 12, had resulted in a loss of | 
over 400,000 man-hours of work. 
This factor is not so serious in 
itself, but union men should real- 
ize that in order to maintain high 
wages and low prices a smooth 
operation of plants on a scheduled 
basis is essential. 

In Washington, in spite of the 
congressional assaults, President 
Roosevelt dismissed questions 
about sit-downs Friday with a 
“nod of the head and a wave of 
the hand” which leads one to 
whether the President | 


the 


of Sit-down Striker No. 1 of 
America, since many feel that an 
expression from him on the le- 
gality of labor’s newest weapon 
would do much to start the wheels 
of enforcement turning and thus 
return the nation to a state of 
law and order, and turn its head 
toward a prosperity which now 
seems to be in almost any other 
direction than the way we are 
going. 


Ford K. C. Plant 


Has Labor Pains 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Opera- 
tions at the Ford Motor Co. plant 
here were disrupted Friday after- 
noon by labor trouble. 

Several hundred men, who said 
they were members of the night 
crew, congregated in the street 
outside the plant. They said they 
were unable to get in, but whether 
they were barred by other work- 
ers or the management was not 
determined. 

Company officials declined to 
meet newspaper men or answer 
telephones. Reports were current 
among the crowd outside that 
the difficulty arose after a large 
number of the day shift, filing 
past the pay window, were given 
discharge slips. 





— 


on | 


BIGGEST SPRING NEWSPAPER scheduled in Pontiac’s history 
is being approved by C. P. Simpson, general sales manager, right, as 
F. A. Berend, advertising manager, looks on, Schedule covers both 
new and used car advertising, and includes extension of both chain 


a prograaes ; 


Rosscwllt emaine Silent 
On Intervention in Strikes 


(Continued from page 1) 
tion to curb the rising waves of|of production by a minority of 


sit-down strikes. These demands 
reached a climax when Senator 
Hiram Johnson, veteran Cali- 
fornia republican progressive, 
thundered a declaration’ that 
President Roosevelt is “obligated 
by law” to take a hand in the 
menacing labor situation. 


Declaring he has always been a| 


close friend of union labor and 
that he expects to be until he 
dies, Johnson continued: “But 
when any group of men walk into 
my house and say they will lock 
the doors and take possession un- 
til I agree to their demands they 
are acting in violation of the law 
and I will fight them. I am will- 
ing right now to go right down 
the line with any or every senator 
here to the end that we shall have 


|a declaration of policy which will 


permit no misunderstanding and 
that will return peace to our in- 
dustries.” 

In the house Rep. Short, Mis- 
souri republican, said: “I don’t 
know what kind of a secret deal 
there is between the President 
and John L. Lewis but evidently 
there is one.” 

Rep. Taber, New York republi- 
can, branded the President as 
“lacking in courage, character 
and patriotism to enforce the law 
by taking a hand in the crisis.” 

The attempt of Senator Robert 
L. Wagner, New York democrat, 
to saddle the blame for sit-down 
strikes upon industry was sharply 
rebuked by the National Assn. of 
Manufacturers. At no point did 
Wagner recognize that stoppage 


PLEASE HAVE 


A HEART! 


If there is anyone left who 


has any doubt as to whether 


or not ADN is read, we can in the future perhaps refer them 


to Morgan Fenley, advertisin 
Cleveland. 


Sinsabaugh!” we reprinted Mr. 
telling us that he had already 


“Sparks” column. 


embarrassed beyond words, 





by 


of their “Chronicles of the Auto Industry” simply filling 
requests from ADN readers who had read about it in Chris’ 


Today (Thursday) Mr. Fenley wires that a fresh ava- 
lanche of requests for the book have come in, and he is 
first, because his supply of 
Chronicles is already exhausted and, second, because some of 
our readers thought they were replying to a paid Eaton 
advertisement which invited such requests. We apologize to 
Mr. Fenley and to our disappointed readers. It becomes 
daily more apparent that even we, on ADN, do not realize 
the reader-interest and pulling power of 


AUTOMOTIVE DAILY NEWS 


g manager Eaton Mfg. Co., 


Last week in a house advertisement (NOT paid for by 
Eaton or anyone else) and entitled: 


“—an Orchid for Mr. 
Fenley’s complimentary letter 
mailed more than 300 copies 





— 





workers, who force other workers 
from their jobs, is a form of eco- 
nomic coercion, said NAM, con- 
tinuing: 

“The truth is that wages in 
the automobile industry at the 
beginning of the sit-downs were 


| the highest of any durable goods 


industry, and 30 per cent above 
the average weekly wages of 
other manufacturing and non- 
manufacturing industries, ac- 
cording to labor department sta- 
tistics. That industry today is 
paying the highest wages in its 
history. It is employing more 
workers than ever before. And 
it is providing the public with 
better and longer-lasting mer- 
chandise at the lowest prices in 
its history. This is not the ruth- 
less tactics of a few great cor- 
porations. 


“In each of the automobile 
disputes the union first demanded 
sole recognition, amounting to a 
closed shop; demanded the right 
to themselves represent all work- 
ers in the plants whether they 
belonged to a union or not, this 
could only mean that the man- 
agement eventually would be 
forced to compel every man em- 
ployed by it to join the union or 
give up his right to earn a living. 
This is the sole issue that has 
prolonged the strikes.” 


Pa. May Make One Body 


Of Police, Highway Patrol 


HARRISBURG, (UTPS). — A 
measure to merge the highway 
patrol and the state police into 
the Pennsylvania motor police 
was introduced Mar. 30 by Sena- 
tor Bernard McGinnis, while at 
the same time a companion bill 
providing that the cost of the new 
agency be borne by the motor 
license fund was introduced by 
Senator Edward R. Frey. 

The executive head of the new 
unit would be a commissioner 
with a salary of $8,500 a year and 
a deputy commissioner with a 
salary of $7,500 a year. 


Motor Products Reports 


°36 Profit of $1,372,160 


DETROIT.—Report of Motor 
Products Corp. for the year ended 
Dec. 31, 1936 shows net profit of 
$1,372,160, after depreciation con- 
tingency provision of $140,000, in- 
terest, federal income taxes and 
surtax on untistributed profits 
equal to $3.51 a share on 391,254 
shares of $10 par common stock. 

This compares with net profit 
in 1935 of $1,079,640, equal to $2.76 
a share on the: present capitali- 
zation. 


| General 


| payrolls and earnings, 





| GM Net Income 


$238.482.425 In 
°36, Sloan States 


NEW YORK. Pointing out 
that the general upward trend 
of industrial activity was reflected 
throughout substantially all of 
Motors Corp. activities 
in the form of increased 
Alfred P. 
Sloan jr., president, placed special 


in 1936, 


| emphasis in his annual report, as 
published today, on progress made 


toward steadier employment and 
higher annual earnings for auto- 
mobile workers. 

Sloan stated that average an- 


| nual earnings of the corporation’s 
| hourly paid 


employes in the 
United States were 7 per cent 
higher in 1936 than in 1929. He 
called attention to the fact that 
since the cost of living in the 


-| United States was about 17 per 
| cent lower than in 1929, the 1936 


average earnings of General Mo- 
tors workers had a purchasing 
power approximately 29 per cent 
greater than in 1929. 


Increases Over ’35 

With unit sales of cars and 
trucks higher than in any pre- 
vious year, and with dollar sales 
of all General Motors products 
24.5 per cent larger than in 1935, 
the corporation’s payroll reached 
a total of $384,153,022, an increase 
of $56,475,398 over 1935. The 
average number of employes on 
the payroll during the year was 
230,572, an increase of 18,860, or 
8.9 per cent, over 1935. 


The 342,384 stockholders shared 
in the improvement through net 
income which was_ equivalent, 
after paying dividends on the $5 
series preferred stock, to $5.35 
per share on the average number 
of common shares outstanding, 
compared with $3.69 per share in 
1935. 


“In 1936 the average number of 
hourly paid workers employed in 
the corporation’s factories in the 
United States was 171,711, includ- 
ing both men and women. Of this 
number 145,860, or 85 per cent, 
were on the payroll throughout 
the entire year. The wages paid 
during the year to these 145,860 
men and women totaled $224,818,- 
000, or an average of $1,541 per 
worker. In addition, all of these 
employes received appreciation 
fund awards averaging $46 each.” 


These increases, the _ report 
pointed out, without giving effect 
to the premium now paid for 
overtime work, make the average 
hourly rate not only the highest |} 
in the history of General Motors, 
but approximately 15 per cent 
higher than the average hourl 
rate reached in the pre-depres- 
sion year of 1929. 


Under 1928 Total 


In his operating review of the 
year, Sloan reported that unit 
sales of passenger cars and trucks 
during the year totaled 2,037,690 
as compared with sales of 1,715,- 
688 units for the year 1935 and 
the previous high record of 1,- ; 
899,267 units for 1929. Net whole- 
sale value of merchandise sold 
was $1,439,289,940, which com- 
pared with $1,155,641,511 for 1935. . 
The 1936 total was under the $1,- 3 
459,762,906 total for 1928 and the 
high record of $1,504,404,472 for 
1929. Net income available for . 
dividends was $238,482,425, com- 
pared with net income of $167,- 
226,510 for the year 1935, and - 
further, with peak net income of 
$276,468,108 in 1928 and $248,282,- 
268 in 1929, the second highest 
year. 

“There was distributed in divi- | 
dends to both classes of share- 
holders, a_ total of $202,081,519 | 
during the year,” according to 
the report. “This included the 
regular dividend of $5. per share. 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 5) 





DETROIT.—Rapidly 
sentiment in favor of some regu- 
latory measures to control used 
car operations continues to be re- 
flected in the Automotive Daily 
News poll, in which nearly 97 per 


cent of automobile dealers in 34| 
states have expressed themselves | 
to be| 

|} and they wish it was back.” 


as believing such steps 


necessary. 


The percentage of dealers fa-| 


voring the old NRA continues to 


hover at 75 per cent, but in this| 
week’s balloting less than 2 per| 


cent fail to favor either a state or 
federal fair trade practice law. 
More dealers this week believe 
that little can be accomplished 
through conferences with factory 
executives, with the number of 
those having faith in this expe- 


dient dropping from 32.5 per cent | 


to 28.4 per cent. While the ma- 
jority of the ballots continue to 
express confidence in legislation 
such as the Wisconsin act, re- 
quiring the licensing of dealers, 
salesmen and finance companies, 
the total percentage to date 
slipped from 85.1 per cent to 80 
per cent. 

The question of state versus 
federal control of used car ap- 
praisals and allowances, continues 
to be the closest race in the con- 
test, but the number voting for 
a national law in preference to a 
state measure increased during 
the week from 63.5: per cent to 
66.4 per cent. 

The majority of the dealers, 
who accompany their ballots with 
explanatory letters, remains 
strongly favorable to used car 
legislation in some form. 

One dealer, who writes from 
Bristol, Tenn., would “of neces- 
sity” favor a national policy over 
a local one. He says: 

“One-half of this town of 25,000 
population is in Tennessee, while 
the other half is in Virginia. Of 
course, if for no other reason we 
would favor national laws instead 
of state, governing fair trade prac- 
tice. However, taking our set-up 
out of the picture, we feel that 
national laws would be much bet- 
ter.” 

A Georgia dealers says: 

“For about eight months 


Six New Trucks 
Are Announced 


By Federal Co. 


DETROIT. —Augmenting a line 
of trucks which has been termed 
the most representative in the 
history of the company, six new 
conventional trucks and four new 
cab-over-ehgine trucks, all spe- 
cifically designed for tough truck- 
ing work, are announced by the 
Federal Motor Truck Co. 

Larger rear axles, rear springs, 
rear brakes, universal joints and 
tire equipment constitute the 
chief changes in the new over- 
size series. This heavier equip- 
ment has increased the chassis 
weight from 300 to 400 pounds. 

In announcing the new “H” 
series of trucks, the company 
states that these trucks will be 
manufactured, not with the idea 
of carrying more payload than 
the standard models, but to carry 
the same payload better. Due to 
the heavier and stronger rear 
axle and other units with which 
each truck is equipped, the mar- 
gin of safety is said to be greatly 
increased and the danger of fail- 
ure of these units greatly lessened. 


in 


Raises Truck Prices 


CHICAGO.—Due to increased la- 
bor and material costs, Diamond T 
Motor Car Co. has raised prices $25 
on four of its largest volume track 
models. Additional of 
be al8o ‘mhade on ‘the Ma? ‘to two*ton 
models. 


increasing 
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Federal Used Car Laws Rise in Favor in ADN Poll 


Dealers Solidly Behind 


Trade Code in Some Form 


1934 the local dealers managed to 
make the NRA work, and during 
that time we as well as all the 
other dealers here made more net 
profits than in any other period of 
our 14 years of business life... 
even those that made the most 
noise admit that it was the best 
thing that ever happened to them 


A Detroit dealer declares that 
“there should be a fixed valuation 
for each model for trade on new 
cars and every dealer should be 
heavily bonded to enforce such an 


| agreement.” 


A Pennsylvanian raises a dis- 
senting voice: 

“I am quite amused at times to 
think that dealers want the old 


NRA days back again, or used | 


car control, as that was the only 


year I did not make any money. | 
I think that if each dealer would | 


mind his own business and sell| 
his product ... and start right at| 
home, not ask the state or gov- 
ernment for help, he will soon 
find the cut-throat has gone out of 
business.” 


like. He writes: “In our opinion 
fair trade practice legislation must 
be both state and federal in char- 
acter to be effective. It 
thought that the federal 


the following clauses: 
“(a) Permitting automobile 


dealers to organize under state! 


laws for the purpose of licensing 
themselves and regulating the 
sales of new and used automobiles. 
This clause would eliminate prose- 
cution by federal government for 
restraint of trade. (b) Prohibiting 
transportation in interstate com- 
merce of new and used automo- 
biles into any state when in viola- 
tion of state licensing laws. 


“Without this the dealers in 
each state are powtrless to cope 
with “dumping” of used cars from 
other states. Also state authorities 
are powerless to license new car 
manufacturers because any re- 
strictive legislation at present 
weuld result in car dealers either 


being forced to operate without | 


contracts or being forced to sign 
the contract in another state 
where there was no restrictive 
legislation. 

“It is our thought that it is un- 
sound to try to fix used car al- 
lowances by federal law. ‘The rea- 
son—regulation and enforcement 
involves too much delay, expense 
and red tape in federal courts and 
Washington—this disadvantage is 
overcome by leaving this problem 
for the individual states. Strict en- 
forcement could be obtained 
through local law enforcement of- 
ficers.” 


Heil Co. Expands 


MILWAUKEE. Plans have 
been announced for a $500,000 ad- 
dition to the Heil Co. plant here 
by Julius P. Heil, president of the 
firm, for the manufacture of truck 
tanks, hoists and bodies. 


is our) 
law | 
should cover among other things | 





FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD Danie Wege, 


from Kroonstad, Orange 


Free State, was victorious in the first of the 1937 Soap Box derbies 
run off recently in South Africa. He is shown with the M. E. Coyle 


trophy, indicative of his victory. 


Shown with him, at left is an offi- 


cial of the South African Broadcasting Co., and, center, W. H. Colere, 
treasurer of General Motors of South Africa, Ltd. Danie will compete 
in the international race in Akron, Aug. 15. 


Chevrolet Research De pt. 


A Missouri dealer is specific in | 
his idea of what the law should be | 


To Collect Data tor Dealers 


DETROIT.—Creation of a new 
central office department, which 


| will collect and place at Chevro-| 
let dealers’ disposal pertinent in-| 
formation not readily obtainable | 


elsewhere, was announced this 
week by W. E. Holler, vice-presi- 
dent and general sales manager of 
Chevrolet. 

This new research department 
is headed by H. J. Bostwick, who 
has been connected with Chevro- 
let’s Quality Dealer program, the 
past two years. C. J. Seifert will 
act as assistant department head. 

Activities of the new depart- 
ment will be broad, Holler said. 
Any trend, inside the industry or 
out of it, with a potential bearing 
on the welfare of dealers, will 
come within the scope of its in- 


Active Farm Market 
Is Seen for Vehicles 


WASHINGTON.—Promise of a 
very active market for motor ve- 
hicles among the nation’s farmers 
is seen in disclosure this week by 
the federal bureau of agricultural 
economics that the recent farm 
products price index is the high- 
est for March in seven years. On 
Mar. 15 it was 128 against 127 on 
Feb. 15 and 104 on Mar. 15 of last 
year. The March, 1930, index was 
135 and the highest post-depres- 
sion peak was 131, on last Jan. 15. 

The bureau reported for the 
month ending Mar. 15 sharp in- 
crease in prices received by farm- 
ers for cotton, cottonseed, cattle, 
sheep, lambs and fruit, and mod- 
erate upturns in prices of corn, 
sweet potatoes, butterfat and 
chickens. Prices of small feed 
grains, tobacco, veal calves and 
eggs declined. 


ANTICIPATING AN INCREASING vogue in sport cars, Pontiac 
has started production on a new four-door convertible sedan on both 


the ,de luxe and straight; 


Bodies seat five passengers. 


Weatherproofed. folding top, lowers into special Comparten back 
of rear seat and is covered by a neat-fitting boot. 





terest. Efforts will be made not 
only to keep abreast of the con- 
stant change in social and eco- 
nomic conditions, but also to in- 
terpret various trends, thus af- 
fording a basis for formulation of 
policies by the company and its 
dealers. 

The department will interest 
itself in the determination of used 
car potentials, especially in the 
larger cities. This latter effort ties 
in with the work of the Quality 
Dealer committee, whose objec* 
tive is the stabilization of dealer- 
ships from the standpoint of 
space, equipment, man power, 
management and capital invested, 
so that these need not be in a 
constant state of readjustment 
and change. The committee will 
also study the shifting preference 
of the consumer body, and keep 
close watch on legislative trends. 

“Like the recent expansion of 
used car merchandising facilities,” 
said Holler, “the research depart- 
ment operation is a further effort 
on the part of the company to 
gear its operations up with mod- 
ern times and modern methods. 
We are attempting to place at 
our disposal and that of our 
dealers the knowledge we are able 
to obtain.” 


Stout to Discuss Trailer 
Industry Before Realtors 


OMAHA.—The discoveries made 
by the trailer industry in the field 
or residential construction, supply 
the theme for an address to be 
made by William B. Stout, De- 
troit engineer, and designer of 
what he calls the “mobile house,” 
before a regional convention of 
the National Assn. of Real Estate 
boards, to be held here Apr. 9-10. 

Hundreds of real estate men 
from many states are planning to 
be present and the keynote ad- 
dress will be given by Robert B. 
Whitaker of Kenosha, Wis., na- 
tional vice-president in charge of 
this region. Paul E. Stark of 
Madison, Wis., national president, 
will preside at a conference of 
board officials. 


Old Statute Upheld 


DENVER.—Finance companies in 
Colorado may not seize automobiles 
worth less than $200 if the automo 


biles are necessary to the livelihood 
of their owners. That interpretation 
was given to a decision by the state 
supreme court, upholding an_ old 
statute, which ‘provides that all in- 
struments used in making a liveli- 
hood to a value of $200 are exempt 
from attachment. 


| 
| Parleys Restrain 


| Thre: at of a GM 
Canadian Strike 


TORONTO.—The prospect that 

| the threatened UAW strike in the 
|General Motors of Canada plant 
| at Oshawa, will be averted is very 
|} much improved as a result of con- 
| ferences in Toronto, arranged by 
| David Croll, minister of labor. It 
jis significant that the Oshawa 
CIC unit and organizer refrained 
from threatening sit-down tactics. 
Evidently they are convinced that 
the federal and provincial govern- 
ments meant what they said when 
they intimated recently that such 
tactics would be resisted with 
every force at the command of 
the governments and that those 
guilty of employing such tactics 
would be held to strict account- 
ability. 

The administration of GM of 
Canada generally has enjoyed 
very amicable relations with labor. 
The point at issue on which the 
general strike was threatened was 
simply that management, while 
welcoming negotiations with labor 
refused to have Hugh Thompson, 
the CIO organizer participate in 
the negotiations. Following the 
conference here, prominent of- 
ficials of GM stated that the de- 
mand that Thompson be permitted 
to participate in the negotiations 
had been revoked. The conference 
was to have been resumed Satur- 
day morning. 

The revocation was automatic 
in that Hugh Thompson, interna- 
tional representative of the UAW 
was induced to withdraw by Croll. 
The conference lasted over three 
hours. The conferees, in addition, 
to Croll and Thompson, were 
Louis Fine, department of labor, 
and Col. Frank Chappell, director 
of industrial and public relations 
for GM of Canada. 

Under the threat of an impend- 
ing strike GM moved nearly 2,000 
cars out of Oshawa yesterday af- 
ternoon and last night. Members 
of the office and engineering 
staffs worked throughout’ the 
night. Many hundreds of cars and 
trucks have been stored here in 
the huge coliseum, the largest ex- 
hibition building in the world. 


GM Net Income 
$238,482,425 In 
°36, Sloan States 


(Continued from Page 2) 


on the preferred stock, and pay- 
ments totaling $4.50 per share on 
the common shares outstanding. 

“There was retained in the bus- 
iness for its protection and ex- 
pansion an amount of $36,400,906, 
or 85 cents a share. Cash and 
cash items at the close of the year 
were $195,658,172. Net working 
capital was $339,686,551. 

“The total amount of taxes ac- 
crued or paid by General Motors 
Corp. and its operating divisions 
and subsidiaries to the various 
taxing authorities within the 
United States, including excise 
taxes paid on products sold by the 
corporation, in the year 1936 was 
$91,150,000. This compares with 
$63,150,000 for the year 1935.” 


Covered Wagon Signs 
Pact With Workers Assn. 


MT. CLEMENS, Mich.—Pay in- 
creases were effected in the Cov- 
ered Wagon Co. trailer plant here 
this week, through a company 
agreement with the Covered Wa- 
gon Workers Assn. 

The agreement establishes an 
‘eight-hour day, provides for time 
and. one-half for overtime and, 
holiday work, and grants the as- 
sociation a closed shop. 
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Strike Settlement 


5 pURING the past week Gov. Murphy of Michigan has 
“pointed with pride” to his accomplishments in find- 
ing a peaceful solution to the Chrysler labor difficulties. 
From the governor’s statement, which implied a rebuke 
to those who have maintained that the well-being of us 
all depends upon the fair, humane, but unwavering en- 
forcement of the law, it might be inferred that the Chry- 
sler strike has been settled on a permanent basis. 


This is far from the case, and lest we be accused of 
raising false hopes among those dealers who are now 
crying for more cars to sell to a waiting market, we would 
like to point out that the governor has merely brought 
the two factions together in a battle of attrition to see 
who can wear the other down first. The most vexing, 
paramount and only question still to be solved is whether 
or not the Chrysler Corp. will turn over the rights of 
representation for all its workers to the United Automo- 
bile Workers. We question whether Walter Chrysler, even 
if he wanted to, has a moral right to make such a conces- 
sion in view of the fact that many of his employes may 
prefer to be represented by some other group. Such a con- 
cession could only mean eventually the closed shop, the 
check-off and the requirement of union membership be- 
fore employment in a Chrysler plant could be granted. 


But equally important is the question of whether or not | 
any agreement entered into by Chrysler with the UAW 
would give any assurance of permanent peace. Experi- 
ence of the General Motors Corp. during the past week 
would certainly cast doubt upon any such conclusion. 
That Gov. Murphy, through his refusal to enforce the law 
and court injunctions without hesitation, coupled with his 
rebuke to those who criticized his hesitation has created 
among labor leaders and their followers a lack of respon- | 
sibility, which has led them to run rough-shod over legal | 
barriers and contractural obligation, now seems indis- | 
putable. 


Thus until the governor can give full assurance that | 
any agreement entered into will be strictly adhered to by 
both sides any further parley and delay are only work- 
ing a hardship upon the thousands of workers now out 
of employment as the result of strikes. Certainly no such 
assurance.exists at the close of this week. 
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Dealers Tackle Sitdowners 


| spotlight 


2 CTION by the National Automobile Dealers Assn., | 
this week is starting a drive to arouse the public to the 
potentialities of the sit-down strike is commendable for 
its patriotism and progressiveness. That the sit-down is 
a modified form of sedition is a point given to little atten- | 
tion. Sit-downs to date have been a passive disregard of 
law with a threat of violence if enforcement is attempted. 
It lacks only aggressiveness to distinguish it from out- 
right revolt. To too many workers, this has become a fad 
and to some, perhaps, a jest. But too often good natured 
roughhouse ends in fisticuffs. Businessmen, workers and 
citizens generally should unite with NADA in calling a 
halt now by mutual consent. 


























































| the employes savings plans, 


|have the ammunition and the 
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By George M. Slocum 


It has occurred to 
me within the past 
few days that asan 
industry, we have 
made a pretty bad showing before 
the bar of public opinion since 
the strikes began. With tons of 
evidence, based on years of prac- 
tical application, at our disposal 
we have let so-called labor leaders 
get away with statements regard- 
ing the injustice of the automo- 
tive manufacturer towards his 
labor which are not only com- 
pletely misleading but absolutely 
false. Whether from a sense of 
pure distaste at appearing in a 
public squabble or a feeling that 
“right will in the end triumph”, I 
do not know. But it is a fact that 
we appear in the light of what 
any lawyer would term “a poor 
witness in our own defense” al- 
though guiltless of the charges 
made by our persecutors. 

* 


SHALL WE 
STAND 
MUTE? 






+ * 


THE MERE assumption of the 
attitude of injured innocence un- 
fortunately does not impress jur- 
ies or soften the attacks of an 
enemy. Whether we like it or not, 
the whole automotive industry is 
right out in the middle of the 
world’s’ stage, front-and-center, 
with the spotlights pouring on us 
from every direction. Daily news- 
papers from every part of the 
United States and press services 
which reach every part of the 
world have their best correspond- 
ents in Detroit today. Every one 
of the prominent news commen- 
tators who talk on the air to un- 
counted millions every evening 
spend a considerable portion of 
their allotted time discussing the 





strike situation in Detroit. People 
are asking, “Oh, is there still a 
war in Spain?” I have talked with 
more than one of the men who 
are being paid to get the “news” 
out of this locality and they are 
having a hard time to get both 
sides of the controversy. 
+ » . 


WHAT A life-time opportunity 
this gives the motor industry to 
tell the world what they have 
done for labor! How they have 
led every movement to increase 
wages. How their factories were) 
first to adopt every improvement 
for the comfort and safety of 
their workers. How they pio- 
neered the group-insurance plan, 
the 
“vacations-with-pay”, which have 
been followed by many another 
industry in America and given 
this country a world-wide repu- 
tation for fair treatment of its 
laboring classes. It would take 
volumes to follow, step by step, 
the improvement of labor condi- 
tions in the United States which 
are directly traceable to the au- 
tomotive industry. And by auto- 
motive I include not only the 
makers of passenger cars and 
trucks, but the manufacturers of 
the hundred and one supplies and 
accessories which are a com- 
ponent part of this industry. Some 
of the most forward looking steps 
for labor have been taken in the 
plants of these suppliers. 


BUT NOW “while Rome burns” 
and “the eyes of the world are 
us”, we stand mute before 
the bar of public opinion while 
the enemy takes advantage of the 
by every artful argu- 
and innuendo, whether 
or not, to use this op- 

for their own white- 
washing and aggrandizement. I 
dislike appearing in the role of 
a preacher, but I am sure that I 
am expressing a thought which 
must be in the minds of many an 
ADN reader who knows the facts. 
This is no time for false modesty 
or soft-pedaling on any basis. We 


ment 
truthful 
portunity 


means of projecting it is waiting. 
Let’s haul out the Big Bertha and 
drop some bombs of truth into 
this fight!—G.M.S. 





Democracy 
Your proposed labor democracy 
program as published in ADN 


last week, I feel, is a very fine 
suggestion with the one modifi- 
cation. In my opinion I think the 
judicial division which you pro- 
pose should be along the lines of 
the Wolman board which func- 
tioned quite satisfactorily for 
both sides under NRA. That is, I 
feel, that any mediation board 
should be composed of an equal 
number of representatives of in- 
dustry, labor and the public. Any 
board not so composed might 
easily be open to accusations of 
political-packing. 


There is one thing I do not 
think has been clearly brought 
out. And that is the fact that 


most labor complaints today are 


™ es © 
Coming 


APRIL 

15-16—Cleveiand. National Petroleum Assn 
Sith Semi-annual Meeting. Cleveland 
Hotel. 

15-16—Baltimore. SAE Regional Transporta- 
tion and Maintenance meeting. 

17-26—Zagreb, Yugoslavia. Maintenance Show. 

| ty-24—London, England, Internauional Anrst 
for Testing Materials. Second Interna 
tional Congress 


21-23—Peoria, 111. SAE National Tractor meet- 
ing, Pere Marquette Hotel. 


24-28—Chicago. [ilinois Automotive Assn 
Fourth annual automotive exhibit. Navy 
Pier. 
MAY 
1-10—Poznan, Poland. Automobile Salon. 
2—Milwaukee, American Foundrymen’s 
Assn 41st annual convention and ex 
position Milwaukee Auditorium 
4-9—White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. SAE 
Summer meeting, Greenbrier Hotel. 
7-10—Oslo, Norway. Automobile Salon. 
14-21—Tulsa, Okla. Internationa] Petroleum 
Exposition. 
17-21—Detroit. American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. Spring convention. 
20-23—San Francisco. Second annual Autqmo 
tive Maintenance show Civie Audi 
tortum 
29-Sept. 6—Cleveland. 1937 Great Lakes Expo- 
sition. 
JUNE 
1- 3—Colorado Springs, Colo. American Pe 
troleum Institute. Mid-year meeting. 


Broadmoor Hotel. 
13-28—Bordeaux, France. Automobile Fair. 





and do nct necessarily coincide with those of the editors. 
are invited to use this space for voicing their opinions or ideas. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 
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Two’s Company, three’s a Crowd 


In This Corner 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers 


Readers 


not in regard to wages and hours 
but rather complaints of descrim- 
ination. 

Then, too, the union is a 
blanket organization with mem- 
bership in all plants. Thus any 
concession made by one plant 
even in advance of a demand is 
played up as a victory for the 
union among workers in another 
plant. I thing an interchange of 
such information would be help- 
ful among the plants themselves. 
That is, if one plant has a plan 
which it thinks will help work- 
ers, all other plants. should be 
given a chance to put it into 
effect at the same time and thus 
explode the union claims of ad- 
vances which in reality they had 
nothing to do with. Such action 
would cut down unwarranted dis- 
putes._-A Reader. 


Kvents 





21-24—Chicago. Automotive Engine Rebuilders’ 
Assn. 15th annual convention. 

28-July 2—New York. American Society for 
Testing Materials. 40th annual meeting 
and exhibit of testing apparatus and 


equipment. Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 
OCTOBER 
7-9—Los Angeles. SAE National Aircraft 
Production meeting. 
7-17—Paris. Automobile Salon. 
14-23—London, Automobile Exposition. 
27-Nov.3—New York. National Automobile 
Show 
28-Nov. 8—Milan, Italy. International Automo- 
bile Salon. 
30-Nov, 6—Buffalo, N. Y. Automobile Show. 
31-Nov. 6—Cincinnati. Automobile Show. 
NOVEMBER 
4-13—London. Commercial Automobile Show. 
6-12—Akron, 0. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Brooklyn. Automobile Show 
6-13—Chicago. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Columbus, 0. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Detroit. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Kansas City, Mo. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Newark, N. J. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Philadeiphia. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Pittsburgh. Automobile Show. 
6-13—Toronto. Automobile Show. 
12-20—Glasgow. Scottish International Auto- 
mobile Exposition. 
13-20—Baltimore. Automobile Show. 


13-20—Cleveland. Automobile Show. 
13-20—Jersey City, N. J. Automobile Show. 
13-20—Milwaukee. Automobile Show. 
14-21—St. Louis, Mo. Automobile Show. 
14-21—Springfield, Mass. Automobile Show. 
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NADA Opens National Drive to Fight Sitdowns 


Civic, Religious, Patriotic 


Groups are 


to Take Part 


(Continued from page 1) 


established laws of the country. 

“We further deplore the dis- 
regard and defiance by any group 
of persons of our established 
courts and the decisions rend- 
ered by those elected or appointed 
to carry out our laws. We be- 


lieve that such action is entirely | 


contrary to good citizenship and 
should be condemned. 


“We feel strongly that all citi-| 





State Sales Tax 
Pyramiding Hit 
By Mich. Assns. 


DETROIT.—Pyramiding of 
Michigan state sales tax, due to 
the sales tax on used cars, is at- 
tacked in a bulletin issued by the 
Michigan Automotive Trade Assn. 
and the Detroit Auto Dealers 
Assn. 

The law, enacted in 1933, makes 
no provision for the trade-in prac- 
tice. of the automobile industry, 
and is branded unfair and dis- 
criminatory by the associations, 


which have called on the Michi- | 


gan legislature to amend the act. 

“While in theory the purchaser 
is paying this tax,” the bulletin 
declares, “nevertheless, 


ealculable degree for it has re- 
tarded sales and the automobile 


it affects | 
the automobile business to an in-| 


herence to our established laws 
and assure you of the whole- 
hearted support of the motor ve- 


to outlaw this reprehensible prac- 
tice throughout our country. 
“We particularly urge your sup- 


sideration.” 


| Omaha, president of the organiza- 
tion, will accompany the state- 
ment. It will quote Rep. Martin 


urging a resolution on sit-downs: 

“There can be no human or per- 
sonal rights without property 
rights; and a man who, with im- 
punity, enters my plant or in- 
dustry and holds it against my 
will may do the same with my 


identical.” 
Besides Lied, those executive 
committee members who _  at- 
tended the meeting starting the 
movement were: Herman Wange- 
lin of Belleville, II1., 


Stanley Horner of Washington, 
first vice-president; S. H. Boyer 
of Phoenix, Ariz., 
president; A. B. Burkholder of 
|Grand Rapids; 
Waco, Texas; 
Shreveport, La.; 





Charles H. Tou- 


hey of Albany and D. E. Williams | 
| outlook 


of Kansas City. 


dealer has been forced to absorb | 


the tax on low priced used cars 


in order to move them. Under the | 


present plan, the owner of a mo- 


tor car valued at $200, on which| 


he has paid the tax, desires to 
purchase a better car at $400. In 


Pa. Used Car Bill 
Gains Support of 
Car Association 


making this change, the law as-| 


sumes that he is making a $400 
purchase whereas, in reality, it 
amounts to $200 in addition to the 
merchandise he already owns and 
on which he has paid the tax. 
From the dealer’s standpoint, in 
order to move this $400 automo- 
bile on which he takes the pur- 
chaser’s $200 car, the tax on $600 
must be paid, whereas the total 
receipts amount to only $400 when 


the two vehicles have been dis- | 


posed of. Surely this amounts to 

the pyramiding of taxes and the 

situation should be remedied. 
“Fear or loss of revenue has 


been the only reason for not pro-| 


viding this relief up to the pres- 
ent time. Surely there is no justi- 


fication for collecting revenue by | 


such means when the basic prin- 
ciple is wrong. 

“However, the loss of revenue 
will be slight, if any, provided 


those who are evading the law) 
and not honestly reporting their | 
sales at the present time are made | 


to comply with it. As the law now 
stands, it places a premium on 
dishonesty. 

“Based on a conservative anal- 
ysis of the business done in Mich- 


igan during the fiscal year ending | 


June 30, 1936, the return to the 
sales tax division should have 
amounted to nearly $8,000,000, 
whereas the amount actually col- 
lected was $6,302,747.43. 

“Were the law amended to ex- 
empt reporting that portion of 
the sale represented by the mer- 
chandise taken in trade, we be- 
lieve that $1,800,000 is a very high 
estimate of the revenue to be lost. 
This figure is extremely liberal 
and represents the tax paid on 
75 per cent of the used car sales. 
We know that more than 25 per 
cent of the used car sales are 
consummated by exclusive used 
car dealers who buy and sell for 
cash and, as a consequence, would 
not be affected by this proposed 
amendment.” 

ALBANY.—Consumption of motor 
fuel in New York state during 1936 
totaled 1,721,829,853 gallons as com- 
panes with 1,610,544,872 gallons in 


HARRISBURG. 


that a bill embodying price con- 


trol of used motor vehicles had} 
| been introduced in the state as-| 


sembly, the Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn. reported that 
|survey of association members 
shows a large majority of dealers 
in sympathy with some form of 
used car control legislation. 

The bill, 
sin fair trade act, provides that 
| the law it proposes would be ad- 
ministered by a motor vehicle 
dealer commission. 

Inasmuch as many safeguards 
to the public are covered in the 
proposed law, and a trend toward 
price-fixing already exists, it is 


| felt that members of the PAA are | 
| wholeheartedly behind the bill, | 
in addition to control of | 


| which 
used car trade-in prices, provides 


praisers be bonded and licensed 
by the state. 


| Bill to Change License 


Date Wins in Pa. House 
HARRISBURG, (UTPS). - 
bill changing the beginning of 


1 to May 1, previously defeated, 
was passed finally by the house 
this week by a vote of 127 to 56. 

Peter Reising, 
bill, asked the vote to be recon- 
sidered when it failed to gain the 
necessary 105 majority to pass 
at a hearing the previous week 
when the vote was 91 to 55. Reis- 
ing declared many motorists were 
inconvenienced the first of the 
year because of the holiday sea- 
son. 


Sparks Succeeds Dixon 

OTTAWA.—R. P. Sparks has been 
retained to prepare and present the 
ease of the Dominion Automobile 
Dealers’ Assn. before the tariff board 
here, and to take over the general 
direction of the association's activi- 
ties. The appointment follows the 
death of J. R. Dixon, secretary and 
manager of the association since ite 
inooenie. W. H. McIntyre is prest- 
| dent. 





zens should insist upon strict ad-| 


hicle dealers, whom we represent | 
in the United States, in any steps | 





|} port of such legislation as may | 
properly come before you for con- | 


A letter signed by E. N. Lied of | 


| Dies of Texas, who remarked in| 


home or farm. The principle is | 





secretary; L. | 
M. Stewart of St. Louis, treasurer; | 


second vice-| 


J. N. Mitchell of | 
J. W. Roby of| 


pects 


| Goodyear 





| in 
| report made this 
— Coincidental | 
with the announcement this week | 
| entire industry, said Litchfield, by | 


its | 


similar to the Wiscon- | 


| dustry has 
| raise 


that all dealers, salesmen and ap- | 


| arouse 
| pointed out, was the elimination | 


~ The | ards for the period of one year. 


the motor license year from Jan. | 


sponsor of the} 





THE SENIOR HALF OF the only father-son combination in 
major automobile racing, Zeke Meyer, 46, enrolled in the Champion 
100-Mile-An-Hour Club. With his son, Charles, 23, riding as mechanic, 
Meyer finished the 1936 Indianapolis race with an average of 101.33 
membership 


m.p.h., thus qualifying for 
Plug Co.’s club. Meyer is employed 
Philadelphia. 


Rubber Outlook Bright, 
Tire Price Rise Impending 


AKRON.—Great progress to-| 
ward price stability and the elim- | 
ination of unfair trade practices | 
in the rubber in- 
dustry, justify 
an optimistic 
in re- 
to pros- 
for 1937, 
according to P. 
W. Litchfield, 
president of the 
Tire 
and Rubber Co., 
his annual 


gard 





week. P. W. Litchfield | 


Practically the 


determining to maintain published 
prices regardless of competitive 
price cutting, aided in achieving a 
large measure of price stability. 
Other factors which tend to elim- | 
inate price cutting, he said, in- 
clude the sharply increasing cost | 
of crude rubber and cotton. 

“Costs of production, indeed, | 
have increased so rapidly,” de- 
clared Litchfield, “that far from| 
resorting to price cutting, the in- 
been compelled to 
its selling prices several 
times to maintain normal profit 
margins. Even today, retail prices 
do not fully reflect the rise in raw 
materials and labor, and if crude 
rubber continues to sell at present 
levels, further increases in prices} 
cannot be avoided.” 


Another factor 
optimism, 


tending to! 
Litchfield | 


by the industry of the special} 
warranty covering all road haz-| 


“Out of every 100 users of tires,” 
he stated, “97 never needed and} 
never obtained any benefits from 


N. J. Bank Enters | 
Car Finance Field | 


NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.—The 
National Bank of New Jersey, of 
this city, through its president, 
Donald Kirkpatrick, yesterday an- 
nounced a plan for financing pur- 
chase of new automobiles for 
private use. The bank claimed that 
its rate, which will include full in- 
surance and other costs, will be 
substantially lower than the usual 
finance company rates, the sav- 
ings in some instances as much as 
30 per cent of the usual charges. 
No endorsers or collateral, other 
than the usual conditional sales 
contract, will be required and the 
plan has been organized to give 
almost immediate service to car 
buyers, it was said. The plan be- 
comes effective immediately. 





| business, a new manual entitled 


in the Champion Spark 
by the Studebaker Sales Corp. in 


this warranty; yet as long as it 
continued all tire purchasers were 
compelled to pay for the losses of | 
a few.” The elimination of the| 
warranty is expected to save tire 
makers $10,000,000 a year. 


Goodyear continued decentrali-| 
zation of manufacturing activities | 
during 1936, bringing the total of 
assets represented by investments | 
in foreign subsidiaries to $55,756,- 
369, or 27 per cent of the com- | 





As a producer of crude rubber, | 
| Goodyear has profited by the in- | 
creases in crude rubber prices| 
from 13% cents a pound in Janu- 
ary, 1936, to 25 cents and over. | 
The company has 95,000 acres of 
rubber land of which 56,000 acres 
have producing rubber trees in 
the East Indies. Its crude rubber 
production in Sumatra has been | é 
increased almost 50 per cent as a} 


methods. 


Pontiac Dealers’ 


| ture. 


|} ment does 
| pany’s total assets. = 


| for 


5 


Faaahi Studies 
Tariff Slash on 


Automotive Parts 


TORONTO. Sharp reductions 
and revisions in the Canadian 
tariff on imported automotive 
parts, have been forecast by 
Charles Dunning, minister of 
finance. The major proposed re- 
duction is in the decrease from 
17% per cent to 7% per cent duty 
on heavy duty truck, bus and 
trackless trolley units, and parts 
thereof, providing they are of a 
kind not made in Canada and 
qualify with a British Empire 
content of not less than 40 per 
cent. 

The reductions generally are 
confined to units of a class not 
made in Canada. The revisions 
are, in part, of a clarifying na- 
For instance, the intent of 
the tariff board in making its 
recommendations, was that parts 
of the units specified as subject 
to rate of duty or duty free, 
would be subject to the same 
rate or duty free. Unfortunately 
on application of tariff schedules 
this implication waS not always 
construed in the intent and com- 


| 
| mon sense manner, therefore in 


the revised schedule there fol- 
lows the unit specified, the loca- 
tion “and parts thereof.” 

Under the proposed tariff, ma- 
chinery, of a kind not made in 


| Canada, for the manufacture of 


motor vehicles and parts, may be 


| imported under the 99 per cent 


duty drawback provision if pur- 
chased and imported directly by 
| the manufacturer and not through 
| an agent. The proposed amend- 
not exclude agents 
and includes the expression “and 
parts thereof.” 

The bus body hardware, heat- 
ers, defrosters and vacuum con- 
trol units “and parts thereof” 


| placed on the free list are ex- 


clusively of a class or kind not 
made in Canada. Among the 
items that the revisions, if en- 
acted by parliament, will effect 
advantageously, are the follow- 
ing, if of a kind not made in 


| result of scientific bud-grafting Canada: 


Chassis frames and steel shapes 
their manufacture, electric 
gearshift units and parts, parts 
of independent wheel suspension 


| units, fuel pumps, vacuum pumps 


Manual Offers 
Building Advice 


PONTIAC.—So that every Pon- 
tiac dealer may have the benefit | 
|of past experience in any expan-| 
|sion or relocation of his present 


| 


“Modern Dealer Buildings” has 
been prepared by Pontiac Motors 
service department and sent to all 
zone and regional offices for use 
in consulting with any dealer con- 
templating a change. 

The book contains sketches and 
suggested plans for operations 
found to be most practical from 
the standpoint of volume, shape 
of lot, location, etc. Included in 
the manual is a questionnaire to 
be filled in by the dealer so that 
essential information may guide 
the planning department at the 
central office in drawing up ideal 
layouts for the guidance of the 
dealer and his architect and 
builder. The service, of course, is 
free. 

As explained by L. K. Marshall, 
service manager at the factory, 
the company is anxious to have 
all of its dealers contemplating 
expansion or a new building take 
advantage of this free service, be- 
cause a study of ideal operations 
shows that location has a vital 
bearing not only on the volume of 
business to be expected, but the 
best means of taking full advant- 
age of available space. 





'and their combinations, universal 


joint ball assemblies, voltage con- 
trol regulators and, of course, in 
each instance “parts thereof.” 
Canadian motor vehicle manu- 
facturers, to qualify for all the 
advantages provided by the tar- 
iff, are required to have a sixty 
per cent British Empire content 


|in their products if their produc- 


tion is over 100,000 units per 
annum. Beginning Mar. 31, this 
content requirement was to be 
increased to 65 per cent. In 
plants with an output of less than 
10,000 units per annum content 
requirement of 50 per cent. 


Georgia Weighs Levy 
On Car Finance Volume 


ATLANTA, Ga.—A tax of $100 
on every $50,000 worth of busi- 
ness done by automobile financing 
companies was voted last week 
by the house in passing a bill by 
Representative Chappell. The 
measure was sent immediately to 
the senate. 

The house also passed a bill in- 
creasing the salaries of the mem- 
bers of the Georgia Public Service 
Commission. The measure would 
give the chairman an extra $25 
per month and the other four 
members $100 per month for their 
services in administering the mo- 
tor carrier act. The chairman of 
the commission now receives 
$5,000 per year and the other four 
members $3,600 each, 





Modern Dept. Ups Greasing Business 98% | in Year 
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Wis. Dealer Issues Guide 


For Others in Business 


DETROIT.— Proof of the 
modernized lubrication department 
for car dealers is shown in a report 
of the results obtained by the 
Krause Motor Co., Oldsmobile 
dealers in Milwaukee. According 
to figures given out 
Krause, head of the company, the 
lubrication business for the last 
eight months of 1936. as com- 
pared with a similar period in 
1935, shows an increase of 96.8 
per cent. 

In dollars and cents the return 


shows a similar increase. For the | 


period of 1935 
were handled on 


were put through the modernized 
program. 

The Krause company is one of 
the pioneer car dealerships in 


Wisconsin. Emil Krause started 
in the retail end of the automobile 


Pa. Chain Store 
Tax Bill Given 


Support of Gov. 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).— 
The endorsement by Gov. George 
H. Earle last week of a chain 
store tax bill to raise money for 
teachers’ salaries in fourth-class 
districts leads to a belief that the 
Patterson-Stank bill will be en- 
acted. The house, without debate, 
has passed the bill and the meas- 
ure has been sent to the senate. 


The measure proposes a tax of 
$1 for a single store or gasoline 
station, up to $500 a year for each 
store or service station in a chain 
of 500 or more. Identical bills 
bearing administration support 
were killed in the senate in 1935 
and 1936. 

“Money must be found to raise 
the wage level of these teachers 
to $1,000 a year,” Gov. Earle 
stated. “Because the chain store 
tax is a logical one, I wish to state 
now that I most heartily favor it, 
if it is earmarked to raise the 
wage levels of teachers in fourth- 
class school districts.” 

Teachers in these districts now 
receive between $800 and $900 a 
year. It is estimated the tax would 
provide $3,000,000 during the next 
twe years. 

Chain stores have risen in pro- 
test against the bill, claiming that 
its passage will raise retail prices 
in the state. They contend it 
would also result in the closing of 
many stores, affecting the welfare 
of 60,000 employes. 


Garage Owners Organize 
To Combat Duluth Strike 


DULUTH.—A flat 10 per cent 
pay increase ended the strike of 
employes of 40 independent ga- 
rages in Duluth, according to an 
announcement by Louis La Check, 
president of the Duluth Indepen- 
dent Garage Owners Assn. The 
mechanics strike continues. Hours 
were not involved in the strike 
that was settled. 

Owners of the 40 garages hur- 
riedly formed their association 
and made their proposal to em- 
ployes in individual shops. 

Officers of the newly organized 
association besides Mr. La Check 
are H. M. Puddles, vice president; 
W. C. Turnstall, secretary and 
Vern Prudhomme, treasurer. 


Awarded Contract 


WASHINGTON. — The 
Truck & Coach Mfg. Co. of General 
Motors has been awarded war de- 
partment contracts for 72 1%-ton 


value of | 


by Emil} 


a total of 1,602 cars| 
the old basis, | 
while in 1936 a total of 3,153 cars| 


| creased 
as well as the work in the shops. 


business 30 years ago. He has 
handled Oldsmobile for the past 
18 years and is now the oldest 
Oldsmobile dealership in the state. 
| Consequently, 
sults is an impressive record of 
experience. 


The old greasing plant, located 
in an obscure part of the building, 
was modernized in May, 1936. The 
comparative records show what 
can be done, while the two pic- 
| tures acc@mpanying this article 
| show that Krause has taken every 

logical step needed to bring in the 
| business and then keep business 
coming. 


Krause put it there because it ad- 
| vertised itself. Next, it is conven- 
ient for the car owners. 

| Krause says he has nine reas- 
| ons why he is glad he spent the 
money for the space 
equipment. It is almost a guide 
book for any dealer who is plan- 


| ning modernization. The reasons: 


“It kept the customers satis- 


1 fied. 


©) “It keeps customers 
back for additional 
which increases profits. 


. 
3 
cation changes, which is_ that 
added profit automobile dealers 


have been looking for since the 
motor car business started. 


A. “Modernization of lubrication 
departments calls for efficient 
operations. We have noted the 
same efficiency developing in all 
car service operations throughout 
the shops. 
~ 
2 chance for car and service 
sales plans, and we can follow up 
our owners by telephone and other 
means to tell them just when their 
cars should be brought in for at- 
tention. 
6 “We derive a tremendous 
) source of satisfaction when 
our owners and those of other 
makes of cars compliment us for 
our work. It has a powerful effect 
on the general morale of our em- 
ployes. They 
in their work. 
-7 “Customers are 
the lubrication 
which faces the street. 


service, 


attracted by 
department 
They do 


not shop further when they see| 
how we have planned things for | 


their convenience. The depart- 
ment is an advertisement in itself. 
8 “We have a complete follow-up 

system. There is a follow-up 
man in the department, and be- 
tween the two plans we have in- 
our lubrication business 


“Not only has the department 

paid its way with a splendid 
return on the original investment 
in the apparatus, equipment and 
the decorative effects, but it has 
very definitely opened the way 
for contacts with car owners for 
the sale of both new and used 
cars. We are satisfied that this 
modernization is the way the 
motor car business is going to be 


Yellow | 


and the} 


coming 


“It has increased our lubricat- 
ing oil sales and chassis lubri-| 


“Modernization gives us a good 


begin to take pride | 


his lubrication re-| 


The new department is near the 
service entrance on the street side. | 


THIS IS A GENERAL view of the 
Co. in Milwaukee, which has increased the compan y 
| year. The ) Come Sane has its own Giaplay window, 





handled in the future by all deal- | 
ers who take the automobile busi- 
ness seriously.” 


The amount of business eon | 


oped is seen in the following com- 
parisons: 
May 
190 
340 
Sept. 
186 


Aug. 
201 
408 
Dec. 


July 
210 
452 

Nov. 
197 171 

1936.... 397 406 410 390 

Earl Meyer, service manager 
for the Krause organization, has 
a crew of men thoroughly trained 
in lubrication work. In addition, 
the entire sales organization has 
entered into the program of sell- 
ing special lubrication for the 
shop. 

While Krause uses the regular 
Oldsmobile background sugges- 
tion, he also uses his own name 
on the panel to further impress 
his customers with Krause serv- 
ice 


Drive Is Started 
On U.S. Fuel Tax 


Taking his cue 
campaign being 
carried on by the American Au- 
tomobile Assn., Rep. Elmer J. 
Schnackenberg this week intro- 
duced a resolution in the state 
legislature, urging that congress 
repeal the one cent a gallon fed- 
eral gasoline tax and other au- 
tomotive excises. 

“These taxes were enacted in 
1933 as an emergency measure,” 
he said. “The administration, in 
urging congress to enact the rev- 
enue bills, said the laws would be 
temporary only. The federal taxes 
are a burden when added to the 
motor fuel excise and license fees 
paid to the state. In Illinois, this 
one cent per gallon paid to the 
government amounts to approxi- 
mately $11,000,000 a year, while 
the excises on new cars, trucks, 
parts, accessories, tires and lubri- 
cating oil account for $6,000,000 
more.” 


June 
250 
395 

Oct. 
197 


1935.... 
| 1986.... 


1935. ... 


CHICAGO. 
|from a similar 


i}| outstanding sales years 
| cars on record.” 


| “Improved 
| have increased the potential num- 


moderni zed service department, set up by the Krause Motor 
’s lubrication volume more than 98 per cent in one 
which has proven an advertisement in itself. 





Car Sales Boom in Colo., 


Demand Outstrips Supply 


By IRA R. ALEXANDER 


DENVER. 


Denver automobile {ford said the total number this 


distributors and dealers can’t get| year probably would be well over 
enough new automobiles to satis- | 


fy them. That is the lament being 
sung by local automobile men this 
week. W. 
Motor Co., Chevrolet agency, says: 

“Business is good, but we can’t 
get all the new cars we would like 
to have. March sales of new cars 


F. Ervin, Ervin-Platt | 


with us are running 50 per cent| 


better than for the same month a 
year ago. General 
ditions are better, which is help- 


business con-| 


90,000. A total of 4,807 trucks had 
been licensed up to this week, 
compared with the Dec. 1, 1936 
total of 6,053. 


O. A. Kelton, Kelton Motor Co., 
Pontiac and La Salle agency here, 
says that business for March ran 
15 per cent better than for the 
same month last year in regard to 
new passenger car sales. “We are 
not able to get all the cars we 


| would like to have due to strike 


ing, but there is still another rea- | 


son for the increase in sales. Last 
year people here held off buying 
to a considerable extent until after 


Apr. 1 due to the fact that banks | 


pay interest on savings accounts 
at that time and the prospective 
buyer of automobiles didn’t want 
to lose that interest. This year, 
however, many of them figure that 
there will be an increase in the 
price of automobiles due to the 
fact that wages in manufacturing 
plants are being raised. So they 
fee! that they will save money by 
purchasing their automobiles this 
menth. 

“Demand for used cars is good, 
but dealers have, for the 
part, taken quite a cut in used 
car prices due to the fact that all 
dealers have been carrying much 
larger stocks of used cars than 
they had on hand a year ago.” 


Distributors point out that the 
farm communities of Colorado 
will offer a greatly increased sales 
field for new passenger cars this 
year 
rudo farmers may expect an even 
bigger year in 1937 in the total 
value of the harvest than the six- 
year high of 1936. The acreage of 
spring sown crops for harvest in 
1937 is indicated as about 8 per 
cent larger than the acreage of 
these crops harvested in 1936, be- 
ing a total of 4,135,000 acres, com- 
pared with 3,812,000 acres last 
year. 

M. D. Brown, manager of the 
Denver Ford plant, points to the 
fact that there is an increased de- 
mand for used cars as well as new 
ones in the Denver area. He says: 
economic conditions 


ber of used car buyers. All indica- 
tions point to 1937 as one of the 
in used 


The number of automobiles 
owned in Colorado will reach an| 
all-time high mark in 1937 accord- 
ing to estimates made this week 
by Homer F. Bedford, state treas- 


most 


as well as for trucks. Colo- | 


treubles,” said Kelton, “but we 
are in hopes that the situation will 

e remedied soon and are looking 
forward to record business during 
the coming months of this year.” 


Harry S. Dickinson, transporta- 
tion commissioner of the Denver 
chamber of commerce, estimates 
that for the second quarter of the 
year an increase of in the neigh- 
borhood of 50 per cent in the 
number of railroad cars to trans- 
port automobiles, trucks and parts 
will be needed in the Rocky 
Mountain area. 

Cc. B. Sewall, Denver branch 
manager of the _ International 
Harvester Co., this week said: 
“We expect this year to be the 
greatest truck year in our history. 
All business throughout this sec- 
tion is booming. > 


C. of C. Endorses 
U. S. Road Aid 


WASHINGTON.— The highway 
platform of the U. S. chamber of 
commerce was rounded out this 
week by a report of its transpor- 
tation and communication com- 
mittee. It brings up to date the 
chamber’s commitments on high- 
Way policies and offers new 
recommendations. 

The committee endorses federal 
aid for road improvement and 
grade crossing protection or elimi- 
nation, General-use highways, the 
report says, should be built and 
maintained as far as_ possible 
from highway user taxes, which 
should not be diverted elsewhere. 
Local roads should receive a share 
of user revenue proportionate to 
use. 

The federal gasoline tax is op- 
posed. Forms of user taxes on 
| private passenger automobiles, 
| buses and trucks are indicated. 


Offer Fuselip Chart 
ST. LOUIS.—The Carter Carbure- 


trucks. The total costs will be $115,- 
069. The order includes 27 trucks, 
costing $41,438 for national guard 
units in various states, and 45 trucks 
to cost $73,631 for the regular army. 


CLEANLINESS, NEATNESS and completeness of equipment 
are features of the modernized greasing department of the Krause 
Motor Co., Milwaukee. Shown is a section of the department, which 
is now handling about 98 per cent. more business than. one year ago. 


says, 72,200 1937 automobile 

censes had been taken out. This 
compared with a total of 84,077 
licensed cars on Dec. 31, 1936. Bed- 


tor Corp. here is offering a free 
motor tune-up wall chart which gives 
complete tune-up specifications for 


| 

urer. The first of this week, | 
li- 

all Carter equipped cars and trucks, 





ee 
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U.S. Pushes Plans to Punish Other Diversion States 


N.Y., Ga. and N.J.in Peril | 
Of Losing Highway Grants 


WASHINGTON. With Mary- 
land already penalized $341,666 for 
diverting $4,000,000 of automotive 
taxes to non-highway purposes 
and other states, notably New 


York, New Jersey and Georgia, | 
of similar punishment, | 


m peril 
Rep. Wilburn Cartwright this 
week declared the federal gov- 
arnment is “determined to stamp 
«ut the practice.” 

Diversion to general purposes 
«f money intended for highway 
#uilding, maintenance and 
provement is “dishonest misap- 
propriation of the public’s money 
for which there is no longer one 


shred of excuse,” declared the co-| 


author of the Hayden-Cartwright 


federal-aid act. It is through re-| 
ducing federal aid for highways | 


one-third that this law reaches 


guilty states. 


“Literally thousands of letters 


and telegrams concerning section | 
12 of the act (the penalty provi- | 
sion) and what the government | 


intends to do about inflicting the 


penalty it provides have been ad- | 


dressed to my desk from every 
state. In each instance my reply 
to legislators, farm and trade or- 
ganizations, motorists’ associa- 
tions and individuals has been 
that the government seriously 
means business. 

“The people are suffering. They 
need good roads, especially good 


Ford Changes 
‘Village Factory’ 
To Modern One 


DEARBORN.—A modern one- 
story valve manufacturing plant 
employing 400 workers and set in 
a garden spot in Northville, 30 
miles from the Ford Rouge plant 
here has just replaced Henry 
Ford's first “village” factory. 

It was 16 years ago that Ford 
began to put into practice his con- 
ception of the need for a closer 
alliance between the farm and 
factory. The Northville valve 
plant, located in an abandoned 
village factory, was the result and 
in its 16 years of operation, pro- 
duced more than 181,000,000 
valves—68,000,000 for V-8 type mo- 
tors alone. 

The new plant, air-conditioned 
and equipped with the most mod- 
ern machinery, has 30,640 square 
feet of floor space compared with 
24,240 square feet in the old build- 
ing, formerly the quarters of the 
once bustling Dunbar Manufac- 
turing Co. 


Mullins to Buy 
Steel Property 





SALEM, O.—-The Mullins Mfg. 
Co. here has completed arrange- 
ments for the purchase of the 
plant property and assets of the 
Youngstown Pressed Steel Co. at 
Warren, O., subject to ratification 
of Mullins stockholders who meet 
Apr. 27. 

Acquisition of the Pressed Steel 
firm, a subsidiary of the Sharon 
Steel Corp., will increase the 
facilities of the Mullins company, 
further diversify its line of manu- 
factured products and give it an 
assured source of supply. 

The deal will place the Mullins 
company in the front rank of con- 
cerns engaged in automotive 


stamping, vitreous enameling and 


general pressed steel business. 


Cars Tested 


OMAHA.—Officials of the Omaha | 


police department estimate that 
about 46,000 automobiles will have 
been tested in its automobile testing 
station by the time the deadline is 
reached May 1. To date, 35,684 cars 
have been tested, and 34,878 cars 
have received certificate stickers. Re- 
tests of rejected cars total 16,206. 


im- | 


> 


poses has been outstanding. Now 
Georgia records show that only 
$1,781,630 of special motor taxes 
costing $17,458,254 in 1935 was 
used for highway purposes. 

Simultaneously statistics were 
compiled here to show that $40,- 
000,000 is being taken from motor- 
ists annually, in addition to reg- 
ular automotive taxes, through 
state “surtaxes”. Among those 
piling on these extra gasoline 
taxes are New York, Florida, 
Massachusetts, Nebraska, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee. The 
surtaxes were supposed to be 
temporary, to meet the depres- 
sion, but no moves to repeal them 
have been reported. 


that they may 
benefits of the na- 
A state highway 
system is the lifeblood of its 
people, particularly the farmer 
who must have good roads to get 
his produce to market.” 

Reports for 1935 indicate that 
less than 12% cents of every 
$1 paid to Georgia by motorists 
was actually spent for roads. 
Until now New York state’s di- 
version of nearly 60 cents of every 
road tax dollar to general pur- 


secondary roads, 
share in the 
tion’s progress. 


@ Here is the first announcement of the new 
International Trucks in the gleaming metal dress 
and lines of today and tomorrow. Here are eye- 
values that tell their own story, ultramodern styling 
to please every owner and driver, and the general 
public. But eye-values are not the whole story; 
more important, in these new trucks, are new 
values underneath the surface. Consistent Interna- 
tional policy, adhered to through more than 30 
years of ALL-TRUCK manufacture, is your guar- 
antee that an entirely new beauty of exterior in 
International Trucks brings also advanced engineer- 
ing throughout the mechanical product. 


Mass. Is Facing 
$1.000.000 Loss 


BOSTON. Gov. Charles F, 
Hurley and William F. Callahan, 
public works commissioner, are 
somewhat anxious now as to what 
is going to happen to Massachu- 
setts for diverting its automotive 
taxes, after learning that Con- 
gressman Cartwright at Wash-| 
ington has declared war on states 
using the money for other pur- 
peses. 

When news reached here last 
week that Thomas H. McDonald, 
chief of the federal bureau of 


roads, had notified Maryland that 


Tee TLL 


it was to be penalized $341,066.66 
for diverting its automotive taxes 
last year, a stir was created in 
the house. 

Under the Cartwright-Hayden 
law that went into effect in 19365, 
states using motor taxes for other 
than highways lose one-third of 
the federal grant. Officials found 
that the 1937-38 United States 
fund for Massachusetts was §$3,- 
171,423, which would mean $1,057,- 
161 deduction. If penalties go back 
to 1935-36 it would be a much 
larger sum as the grant from 
the government was greater. Since 
Massachusetts is taking $8,000,000 
of the road fund this year and 
took as much a year ago in a 
clear violation of federal law. 


International Harvester presents a great 


new line of trucks—a major news story — 


for the transportation world—a personal 


news item for every user of trucks! 


a 


4 
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DEALERS: 
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New opportunities are offered you by 
this new line of International Trucks. They are 
bound to make a smashing hit with truck users. 
The International sales curve is going higher than 
ever before. Now is the time to lay your plans 
for the future—with International. 


See our nearby Company-owned branch 
for full information. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 


(INCORPORATED) 


606 So. Michigan Ave. 


Chicago, Illinois 


NTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 





WASHINGTON.—The 
expectancy of the average motor 
vehicle driver is one accident in 
25 years, according to a report 
just submitted to congress by 
Henry A. Wallace, secretary of 
agriculture. His estimate is based 
upon highway safety studies by 
the bureau of public roads. 

The bureau recommends that 
drivers, who have accidents more 
frequently, should be detected and 
watched. One step in this direc- 
tion will be collection and study 
of accident records of 25,000 
drivers over the last six years. 
This study is expected to disclose 
what percentage of drivers men- 
ace their own and others’ safety. 

Physical and psychological tests 


accident | 
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Resident Rate Found One Per Driver in 25 Years 


U. S. Bureau Seeks Means 
To Curb Unsafe Motorists 


of drivers also will be made to 
measure skills assumed to be es- | 
sential. It is hoped thus to develop | 
methods which will segregate | 





safe and unsafe drivers for use| 


of the authorities in issuing, sus-| 


pending and revoking driver per- | F) 


mits. A digest of results of pre-| 
vious research is expected to re- 
veal means of detecting personal | 
traits which predispose drivers to | 
unsafe practices. 
Detailed study of lack of uni- 
formity in state motor vehicle 
laws and improvement of basic 
data needed for study of accident | 
causes and prevention are also | 
part of the bureau’s program. 





| biles 


Sliding Roofs 
For Automobiles 
Finding Market 


NEW YORK.—Sliding roofs 
are being installed on automo- 
in the Florida and New 


| York areas by Sunair Auto Top 


|Co., Inc., 


which has opened con- 


| verting stations in these two sec- 





FEATURES OF THE SLIDING CAR ROOF are shown in a 
closed and partly opened position. Converting stations have been 
opened by the Sunair Sliding Top Co. in New York and Florida as 
| the demand for this type of “open air’ car increases. The sliding top 
| is sald to be waterproof and easily operated. 





AAA “Death Crate’ Test 
Begins War on Faulty Cars 


| 


WASHINGTON.—Starting with 
charges that dangerously defec- 


| tive used motor vehicles are being 


|the American 


sold in the District of Columbia, 
Automobile Assn. 
this week launched a _ national 
drive against such dealers. Lack 
of a compulsory inspection law in 
the capital is blamed for condi- 
ticns exposed when an agent of 
the AAA bought a used car upon 
certification by the dealer that it 
had been inspected and found fit. 
Examination at the bureau of 
standards showed that the car, 


a ‘CESS of Tale 
Rests on Dealers, 
Wis. Official Says 
MADISON.—Upon the pa 


themselves will rest the burden of 
successful operation of the auto- 


| mobile dealers’ fair trade practice 


code, Fred M. Wylie, state trade 
practice commission, told about 20 
automobile dealers at a district 


| meeting here last week. 


undyweld 
Tubing 


UNDY Tubing is furnished with or without 


fittings, either completely fabricated or in 


lengths for your own fabrication. A wide range 
of sizes makes Bundyweld adaptable to a great 
variety of uses in the rigid tubing field. ¢ We will 


gladly quote from your klue prints or samples. 


}about April 





BUNDY TUBING CO. | 


| city at the Chicago branch. He suc- 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


e) 


2 


|has been with the Ford 


The new code, 
weeks ago by Gov. Phillip F. La- 


| Follette, will nét become effective 
until after a trade survey by the | 
Its future also de-| 
pends upon whether the legisla- | 


commission. 


ture re-enacts the present Wiscon- 
sin recovery act, which expires 
July, 1937. 

Milwaukee is expected to start 
10 on a voluntary 
used car appraisal plan under 
which the fair value of a used 
automobile will be determined by 
an independent appraisal station, 


| George Merkle, chairman of the 


dealers’ auto code committee, re- 
ported at the meeting. John 
Doyle, of the state banking de- 


| partment, told the dealers he be- 
| lieved the code would help to 


eliminate most of the evils of used 
ear financing. 


MacKay Gets Post 
CHICAGO.—F. T. MacKay, who 
Motor Co. 
23 years and most 
recently served as assistant mana- 
ger of the Twin City branch, this 
week was named in the same capa- 


organization for 


ceeds C. M. Pfeiffer, who has been 
appointed as assistant manager of 
the company’s branch at Chester, Pa. 


signed several | 





denounced by the AAA as a 
“death crate,” had numerous de- 
fects. The bureau report said: 

“The foot brake stopped the car 
in 62 feet from a speed of 20 
miles per hour, about 55 per cent 
short of meeting the 40-foot regu- 
lation. The hand brake when ap- 
plied at 20 miles per hour stopped 
the car only after it had gone 275 
feet, or nearly four times the 
stopping distance of 75 feet re- 
quired by the District law. 

“On the brake test machines, 
the front brakes could exert only 
15 per cent and 30 per cent re- 
spectively of the proper braking 
effort; each of the rear wheel 
brakes was capable of only half 
the proper braking effort. 

“Linings of the brakes were 
worn practically to the vanishing 
point, while in one place the lin- 
ing was entirely gone. Brake 
drums were badly worn and one 
drum had broken because of over- 
heating. One brake yoke was held 
on by nothing more than a bent 
bolt, while the turnbuckles were 
so loose they were ready to fall 


| off.” 


All AAA clubs in the country | 
will be asked to undertake similar | | 
exposures where there are inade- 
quate inspection laws. 


Feb. Car Supplies Sales 
Up 13 Per Cent Over "36 


WASHINGTON.—Sales of auto- 
motive supplies in February in- 
creased more than 13 per cent 
above those of February of last 
year and were 2.7 per cent higher 
than January sales. This is dis- 
closed in a bureau of foreign and 
dcmestic commerce survey in 
which the National Assn. of Credit 
Men co-operated. 

The median percentages of col-| 
lections to accounts receivable at 
the beginning of the month in| 
this business was 57.1 against 60.5 
in January and 55.1 in February, 
1936. The statistics are based on 
sales reports from 54 automotive 
supplies dealers, while 28 reported 
collection data. 


I iectaliad as President 





ASHEVILLE, N. C—Gene Och- 
senreiter has been installed as pres- 
ident of the Asheville Automobile 
Dealers’ Assn. 


tions of the country. 
Operating under patents of the 


| Metropolitan Sliding Roof Co., of 


London, the Sunair Co. already 
has equipped various makes with 
the sliding tops. Included are 
Buicks, Cords, Chryslers, LaSalles, 
Studebaker and Lincolns. 
Features of the Sunair sliding 
roof, which is said not to weaken 
the car’s top, include easy open- 
ing and closing the slide; the 
panel can be locked in any posi- 
tion; the slide moves entirely out 
of sight, when open, and provides 
features of an open car. 


Traftie Deaths 
Up 40 Per Cent 
In Major Cities 


Ww ASHINGTON. —Traffic fatali- 
ties in 85 major cities of the 
United States are now occurring 
at a rate almost 40 per cent 
higher than in the corresponding 
period of last year. A report of the 
census bureau this week showed 
that in the four-week period end- 
ing March 13 a total of 652 per- 
sons died as the result of auto- 
mobile accidents, an increase of 
183 over the like period of 1936. 
The total was under the four- 
week period ending Feb. 13, which 
was 696. 

Chicago’s traffic death list was 
longest in the latest four-week 
period, containing 65 names. New 
York’s total was 59. Los Angeles 
was third with 44 and Detroit 
fourth with 27. A number of the 
major cities had none. ° 


Studebaker Fleet to Tour 


In Elk Publicity Campaign 

SOUTH BEND.— Three squad- 
rons of Studebakers, manned by 
Elk officials and radio entertain- 
ers, will soon take to the high- 
ways to publicize the national 
ccnvention of the B.P.O.E., sched- 
uled for Denver during July. 

The itinerary calls for visits to 
240 cities in 38 states between 
May 24 and the opening of the 
convention, July 11. 


NICKELGRAM 


cee 


As most of us know, the stain- 
less steel sheet is a much more 
difficult type of material to 
|handle than the ordinary auto- 
body sheet and requires special 
| treatment. One of the steel mills 
tried out several different types 
of chilled iron rolls with indif- 
ferent success until they heard 
of a new alloy called “Ni-Chil- 
lite,” made by the Machintosh- 
Hemphill Co. of Pittsburgh. This 
material, which is an alloy of 
Nickel, chromium, and moly- 
bdenum, is much stronger than 
ordinary chilled irons, and the 
chilled face has superior resist- 
ance to fire cracking when the 
hot sheets are drawn through. 
Experience with rolls of this ma- 
| terial has indicated that they not 
only have longer life but provide 
a much better type of surface 

finish than has been pos- 
THE sible heretofore. 


INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. NEW YORK, N. Y. 
es 
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Colorado Act Outlaws Car Fi inancing- Coercion 


Law Regulating Time Sales 
Intended to Curb Monopoly 


DENVER.—The Colorado legis- 
lature has passed an act regulat- 
ing the financing of automobile | 
dealers and time purchases of | 
motor vehicles, prohibiting mo- 
nopolies in the handling and dis- | 
counting of their commercial 
paper. 

Violation of the act by indi- 
viduals is made a felony, punish- 
able by fines of from $50 to $5,000, 
or imprisonment; violation by cor- | 
porations or associations may re- 
sult in their dissolution. 


The sections of the new law are 
as follows: 
1 “It shall be unlawful for any | 
person who is engaged in the 
manufacture or distribution of 
motor vehicles to sell motor ve- 
hicles to any person who-is en-| 
gaged in the business of selling| 
them, on the condition that such | 
a@ person so engaged shall in any| 
manner finance the purchase or 
sale of vehicles only through a 
designated person or class of per- 
sons; or shall assign the condi- 
tional sales contracts, chattel | 
mortgages or leases arising from 
the sale of motor vehicles only to 
a designated person, when the 
effect of the condition so entered 
into may be to lessen or eliminate 
competition, or tend to create 
monopoly in the class of per- 
sons who are designated, by vir- 
tue of such condition—is hereby | 
declared to be void and against | 
the public policy of this state. 
2 “Any threat to any person 
engaged in the business of 
selling motor vehicles at retail in 
this state by any person engaged 
in the manufacture or distribu- 
tion of motor vehicles, that such 
person will discontinue to sell, to 
such person who is engaged in 
the business of selling them, un- 
less such person finances the 
purchase or sale of motor vehicles, 
or assigns the conditional sales 
contracts, only with or through 
a designated person or class of 
persons shall be prima facie evi- 
dence of the fact that such per- 
son so engaged has sold or in-| 
tends to sell on the condition pro- 
hibited in section one of this act. 


3 “Any threat to any person en- 
gaged in the business of sell- | 
ing motor vehicles at retail in 
this state by any person or any 
agent of any such person, who is 
engaged in the business of financ- 


| — 


6 





ing the purchase or sale of motor 
vehicles or of buying conditional | 
sales contracts, chattel mortgages | 
or leases on motor vehicles in| 
this state and is affiliated with | 
any person engaged in the manu- | 
facture or distribution of motor | 
vehicles, that such person so en- 
gaged shall terminate his con- 
tract with or cease to sell motor 
vehicles to such person engaged in 
the sale of motor vehicles at re- 
tail unless such person finances 
the purchase or sale of motor ve- 
hicles only through a designated 
person, or assigns the conditional 
sales contracts, chattel mortgages, 
or leases arising from his retail 
Sale of motor vehicles only to 
such person so engaged in financ- 
ing the purchase or sale of motor 
vehicles or in buying conditional 
sales contracts, chattel mortgages 
or leases on motor vehicles, shall 
be presumed to be made at the 
direction of such person so en- 
gaged in such manufacture or dis- 
tribution of motor vehicles, and 
shall be prima facie evidence of 
the fact that such person so en- 
gaged has sold or intends to sell 
the same on the condition or with 
the agreement or understanding 
prohibited in section one of this 


act. 
A, “It shall be unlawful for any 
person who is engaged, di- 
rectly or indirectly, in the manu- 
facture or wholesale distribution 
only of motor vehicles, to pay or| 
give anything of value to any 
person who is engaged in the bus- 
iness of financing the purchase 





or sale of 
buying conditional sales con- 
tracts, chattel mortgages or leases 
on motor vehicles sold at retail 
if the effect of any such payment 
or the giving of any such thing 


or service of value may be to les- | 
|sen or eliminate competition, or 


tend to create a monopoly in the 


| person or class of persons who 


receive such thing or service of 
value.” 

5 This section is similar to four, 
e but makes unlawful not only 
the giving of the emoluments 


| mentioned but their acceptance as | 


well. 


“It shall be unlawful for any} 
“person who hereafter so ac- 


re 


1 me 


* 


©} ane Deenneeioe — oe _ 


motor vehicles or of| 


| cepts or receives any payment as 
| set forth in section five of this 

act, or hereafter so contracts to 
| receive any such payment to 
| thereafter finance or attempt to 

finance the purchase or sale of 
any motor vehicle or buy or at- 
tempt to buy any conditional sales 
contracts, chattel 
leases on motor vehicles sold 
| retail in this state. 


-7 “For a violation of any of the 


( 


at 


tioned herein it shall be the duty 
|of the attorney general or the 
| district attorney of the proper 
county, to institute proper suits} 
of proceedings in any court of 
competent jurisdiction for the for- 
feiture of its charter rights, fran- | 
chises or privileges and powers 
exercised by such corporation or | 
association, and for the dissolu- 


tion of the same under the gen-| 


|eral statutes of the state.” 


mortgages or} 


provisions of this act by any| 
corporation or association men-| 


c hisholm Named 


Personnel Head 


LINDEN, 
|of Alec C. 


Ns Jd 


sion of the corporation. 

A schedule calling for turning 
out one automobile a minute and 
| 500 a day has been set for the 
| plant, Roberts also announced. 

Work on the several structures is 
| progressing rapidly and plans call 
| for starting of production within 
| the month, he said. 

The project, including land, 
| buildings and equipment, will cost 
| $5,500,000, it was revealed. There 
will be 2,000 plant employes and 
| over 100 in an office building. The 


Perfection Plus 


FAMOUS opera star holds an audience spellbound 


by his singing of a role. 
Another sings the same notes with a technique equally 
flawless, but the audience remains cold. 
What is the difference? It is something subtle, in- 
tangible—the plus element that sets the superlative 
apart from the everyday in every field of effort, whether 


a. 


Appointment | 
Chisholm as personnel | 
manager for the new General Mo- | 
tors assembly plant here has been | 
announced by W. S. Roberts, gen- | 
era! manager of the Linden divi- 





9 


| plant will serve as an assemblage 
and distribution center for the 
entire east. More than 800 men 
have been employed on construc- 
tion work since Nov. 1. 


Chisholm comes to the Linden 
plant with a background of long 
service with GM, dating back to 
June, 1924, when he joined the 
standards division of the AC 
Spark Plug division at Flint. He 
has also served in the cost esti- 
mating and inspection sections. 
He was appointed in March, 1934, 
to the personnel department of 
AC Spark Plug as employment 
manager. 


Claude E. Holgate 


NEWARK.—Claude E. Holgate, 
executive secretary of the New 
Jersey Automobile Trade Assn. and 
the leading figure in Newark auto- 
mobile shows for 30 years, died at 
his home here this week. 


singing, leading an orchestra, directing a motion picture 
—or making superfine alloy steels. Bethlehem Alloy 
Steels are made under the direction of 
masters of the art of steel-making who 
work into them an excellence that cannot 
be fully gauged by standards fixed for 


certain specific properties. 


BETHLEHEM STEEL COMPANY 
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Slade Mapped for ASI Show in Chicago, Dec. 6-11 


Will Draw 


For Exhibit Space Sept. 10 


CHICAGO.—The 1937 automo- 
tive service industries show, 
jointly sponsored by MEWA,| 
MEMA, and NSPA will be a six-| 
day event, Dec. 6-11, at Navy Pier | 
here, according to the report of | 
the joint operating committee. 

On the first three days the show | 
will be open only to members of | 
sponsoring associations while on 
the following three days invited | 
guests will be admitted as well.| 
Qualified manufacturers will draw 
for exhibiting space Sept. 10. 

The success of the 1936 show| 
at Navy Pier, from the viewpoint 
of exhibitor, spectator and buyer, 


Syracuse Buys 
Franklin Plant | 


SYRACUSE, Y.—The city of | 
Syracuse is now ths owner of the 
plant of the former H. H. Frank- | 
lin Mfg. Co., having bid in the 
property when it was offered at| 
public sale last Monday in fore-| 
closure proceedings on unpaid| 
city taxes totaling $493,125. The 
city’s bid was the same as the 
amount of the tax bill. There was 
no other bidder. 


Since the Franklin company 
went into bankruptcy in 1934, sev- 
eral efforts have been made to re- 
open the plant for the manufac-| 
ture of automobiles, including 
projects launched by Toledo and 


|three sponsoring associations 





Detroit interests. 


augurs well for the 1937 event. 


| Sub-committees are now at work 


reviewing recommendations and 
mapping plans. 

Chairmanship of the joint op- 
erating committee was awarded 
to W. F. Wilkerson, Wyoming Au- 
tomotive Co., with J. M. Spangler, 
National Carbon Co., Inc., vice- 
chairman. A. B. Coffman, Chicago, 
again serves as show manager, 
and Herbert C. Buckman of Cleve- 
land repeats as secretary of the 


| committee. The next official meet- 


ing of the entire committee has 
been called for Apr. 29 in Chicago. 

The 12 men who represent the 
in 
the planning and conduct of the 


1937 ASI show are as follows: 


For MEWA: W. F. Wilkerson, 
Wyoming Automotive Co., Casper, 
Wyo.; H. D. Dinkmeyer, Chicago 
Auto Parts, Inc., Chicago; B. J. 
Oppenheimer, Faeth Co., Kansas 
City; A. L. Treitman, American 
Motor Specialities Co., Newark, 
W.. ds: 

For MEMA: J. M. Spangler, 
National Carbon Co., Inc., New 
York; Malcolm McCormick, 
Walker Mfg. Co., Racine, 
Clyde P. Brewster, K-D Mfg. Co., 
Lancaster, Pa.; C. C. Secrist, Vic- 
tor Mfg. & Gasket Co., Chicago. 

For NSPA: S. J. Levy, W. Berg- 


| man Co., Buffalo; C. W. McDaniel, 


Fostoria Pressed Steel Corp., Fos- 
toria, O.; R. D. Black, Black & 
Decker Mfg. Co., Towson, Md.; A. 
E. Pouliot, National Bushing & 
Parts Co., Minneapolis. 





The STANDARD Thermostat 
eames 


ethe tirele 


ss robot e 


300,000,000 flexings without a sign of fatigue. 
Such tests have proved the high quality and uni- 
form dependability of the Sylphon Bellows—heart 


of Sylphon, the Standard 


Thermostat. Made by 


the originators of this seamless, metal diaphragm, 
Sylphon Automotive Thermostats have the accu- 


mulated benefits of thirty- 


five years of research 


and experience Today, these tireless and efficient 
performers are contributing toward increased 
motor efficiency and fuel economy in leading 


motor cars. 
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MEMBERS OF THE JOINT operating committee gather in Chicago to lay plans for the 1937 


Automotive Service Industries show, scheduled for Chicago Navy Pier Dec. 6-11. Left to right: 


H. C. 


Buckman, secretary; A. B. Coffman, show manager; Malcolm McCormick, Walker Mfg. Co.; C. W. 
McDaniel, Fostoria Pressed Steel Corp.; A. E. Pouliot, National Bushing & Parts Co.; A. L. Treitman, 
American Motor Specialties Co.; S. J. Levy, W. Bergman Co.; W. F. Wilkerson, Wyoming Automotive 
Co.; C. P. Brewster, K-D Mfg. Co.; R. D. Black, Black & Decker Mfg. Co.; C. C. Secrist, Victor Mfg. 
& Gasket Co., S. O. Treland, Grim, Hanson, Treland, Inc. (substituting for B. J. Oppenheimer, Faeth 
Co.); J. M. Spangler, National Carbon Co.; H. D. Dinkmeyer, Chicago Auto Parts, Inc. 


Weekly Used Car 


Luncheons Bring 
Success in Colo. 


LONGMONT, Colo. 
here enthusiastically acclaim the 


weekly used car luncheon, under |} 


auspices of the Longmont cham- 
ber of commerce, a huge success. 
The event, launched early this 
year, is participated in by the 
entire local trade. 

T. G. Thompson, secretary of 
the chamber of commerce, notifies 
members of meetings and acts as 
secretary. Walter Rankin, of the 
Rankin Chevrolet Co., is chair- 
man, and calls in rotation upon 
each dealer to report all used car 
transactions of the preceding 
week. 


For each used car sale, the 
dealer gives details of model, 
make, and price. He reports also 
on his total stock of used cars. 


When formal information has 
been put before the group, indi- 
vidual discussions begin. There is 
frank inquiry concerning used car 
allowances, and a 
analysis of the general situation. 
Last fall brought a sharp drop in 
the used car market in Longmont. 
Through co-operative approach to 


the subject, it is hoped to avert) 


such happenings in future. 


There is no restriction of the 
individual merchant’s liberty, and 
nothing which, by any stretch of 
imagination, could be called price- 
fixing or restraint of trade. The 
thought back of the plan is that 
if each individual dealer knows 
the full facts of the local market, 
he is going to be a safe com- 
petitor. 


So. Carolina Group 


Headed by Vogell 


COLUMBIA, S. C.—Charles G. 
Vogell, of Columbia, was named 
president of a statewide automo- 
bile association at an organization 
meeting of approximately 100 
dealers here Mar. 23. Members of 
the executive committee, which 
will meet later and select a name 
for the organization, are: 


Capital district: T. E. Davis, 
Newberry, and H. W. Pearce, 
Orangeburg. Piedmont district: 
Ernest Burwell, Spartanburg, and 
E. B. Smith, Greenville. Pee Dee: 
Lewis Rogers, Hartsville, and D. 
L. Bentsinger, Florence. Coastal 
district: Frank B. Breeland, Wal- 
terboro, and Charles F. Johnson, 
Charleston. 


Adopts Law 


WASHINGTON.—Only eight states 
are now without drivers’ license 
laws, it was announced this week by 
the federal accident prevention con- 
ference following signing of such a 
law by Gov. Rivers of Georgia. 


— Dealers | 


co-operative | 





Hartford Drives 


On ‘Shoestringers’ 
HARTFORD. — Vehicle 
Commissioner Michael A. 
Connor has launched a 
campaign to eliminate 
“shoestring” automobile 
parts establishments which 
operate in defiance of local 
zoning laws. Following the 
arrest and conviction of a 
Bridgeport dealer in used 
parts on a charge of oper- 
ating a repairer’s establish- 
ment without a state l- 
cense, the commissioner ad- 
vised local police that more 
stringent Sonenayeae will 


Connor said, applicants for 
dealer-repairer licenses will 
be required to secure the 
signature of the local police 
chief and the secretary of 
the zoning commission be- 
fore the license will be 
granted. 


Car Sales in Jan. 


Break Cal. Record 


SACRAMENTO.—California au- 
tomobile sales established a new 
all-time record in January, going 
over the 20,000 mark for the first 
time in any January in history. 

Total registrations for the month 
were 20,438. This topped the best 
previous January record, 19,795 
new car and truck sales recorded 
for January of 1929. This figure 
also represents a gain of approxi- 
mately 23 per cent over the 16,567 
motor vehicles registered during 
the first month of last year. 

Although last year California 
registrations eclipsed even the 
figures of the boom year 1929, be- 
ing 289,120 against 285,261 in 1929, 
the figures for the first month of 
1937 indicate that this year may 
produce another all-time high. 


Minn. Proposes Fuel Tax 


Rise to Aid Road Plans 


ST. PAUL. The Minnesota 
state highway department will 
need $6,037,000 this year and next 
to take advantage of federal road 
aids, a house subcommittee re- 
ported to the motor vehicle com- 
mittee of the state legislature 
now in session. 

It proposed a 1 per cent in- 
crease in the state gasoline tax 
to cover part of the amount, but 
said that about $2,000,000 more 
will be needed, which it recom- 
mends be raised by another bond 
issue. 














Mar. Nash Sales 
Highest of Any 
Month Since ’29 


KENOSHA.—Retail deliveries of 
Nash cars during March were 
greater than for any month 
since 1929, and 2% times as 
great as those of March a year 
ago. March production was double 
that of March, 1936, and 1937 
registrations are twice those of 
the same period a year ago, ac- 
cording to C. H. Bliss, vice-presi- 
dent of sales of the Nash Motors 
division of the Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp. 

“Not since 1929 have we had 
any month in which as many cars 
have been delivered by our deal- 
ers as in this one,” said Bliss. 
“Reports from all parts of the 
country show that March this 
year showed an increase of 
2% times the new car business 
done by our dealers in March of 
last year. 


“Retail sales for the first three 
months of 1937, the reports re- 
vealed, are 150 per cent greater 
than those of the same period a 
year ago. Production continues 
at capacity at all three of our 
plants. Shipments in March are 
double those of a year ago in the 
same month. And still orders 
pour in from dealers everywhere. 


“There has been a great ex- 
pansion in our dealer organiza- 
tion. New distributors and new 
dealers are being added regularly 
as public demand continues.” 


Dealers Organize 


SALT LAKE CITY.—The Utah 
Independent Tire Dealers’ Assn. has 
been organized here. One of its first 
acts was to pass a resolution en- 
dorsing the new fair trade laws. 
Robert C. Henderson, vice-president 
of the Success Tire & Rim Co. of 
this city, was elected president, and 
H. Spencer Brown, head of H. 
Spencer Brown, Inc., is to be secre-, 
tary-treasurer. 


DELTA 


Sea e ee 


Manufacturer of 


e SWITCHES « 
SOCKETS « PLUGS 
WIRING HARNESS 


Competent Engineering 
Consistent Prices and 
Reliable Deliveries 


DELTA ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Dept. 900, Marion, Ind. 





ATLANTA. (UTPS).—Most vital | 


of the measures passed by the 
Georgia general assembly affect- 
ing the automobile industry is an 
“anti-dumping” law, compelling 
all dealers bringing used cars into 
the state to execute a bond not to 
exceed $1,000, protecting the pur- 
chaser against fraud or misrepre- 
sentation and requiring fees of 
$6 for each bond so executed. 

This measure, almost identical 
with one passed in Florida, will be 
effective in checking dealers im- 
porting old cars into Georgia, not 
only by virtue of the fees which 
have to be paid, but because, 
should any purchaser not find the 
car fully as claimed, he could se- 
cure the value of the car out of 
the bond posted and the dealer 
would have to stand the loss. 

The measure would not apply to 
used cars brought into Georgia by 
their owners for sale, but only to 
those brought in by automobile 
dealers for re-sale. 

A second law of importance es- 
tablishes new taxes on buses and 
trucks, and ends Gov. Talmadge’s 
“$3 tag” for trucks. In addition 
to the $3 license fee, buses under 
the new act will be required to 
pay a special tax of $2.50 a seat 
for all over six seats. 

Trucks are divided 


7 Testing Lanes 
Are Opened for 
Chicago Drivers 


CHICAGO.—In accordance with 
an ordinance providing for com- 
pulsory inspection of motor ve- 
hicles, seven safety lanes were 
opened here this week. The num- 
ber will be increased until 18 are 
in operation, according to Ed- 
ward J. Gorman, deputy com- 
missioner of the motor vehicle 
bureau. 

Funds are being supplied by 
WPA, as is the personnel to man 
the lanes. Reports had been cur- 
rent that the city would take over 
the job, due to lack of WPA 
money. ‘ 

Safety lanes were inaugurated 
in Chicago last year. Most of the 
motor vehicles in the city took 
the tests, but about 15,000 owners 
neglected to show up. 

Gorman announced that for the 
time being no arrests will be 
made. The plan is to stage drives 
and issue tickets whenever busi- 
ness at the lanes becomes slack. 


into two 


Fred Nicholson Named 
By Phila. Service Assn. 


PHILADELPHIA.— At the an- 
nual meeting of the Automotive 
Service Assn., held this week, 
Fred C. Nicholson of the Ford 
Motor Co. service division, was 
elected president. Nicholson has 
been identified with the automo- 
tive field for many years and 
served a previous two terms as 
head of the Association here. He 
succeeds Joseph C. Dawson, for- 
mer Indianapolis racer. 


Other officials elected at this 
time were S. H. Neal jr., first 
vice-president; August Wilkening, 
second vice-president; Joseph C. 
Dawson, treasurer and William P. 
Berrien, secretary. Directors chos- 
en were A. G. Eckenhoff, R. H. 
Erny, Ellwood E. Kieser, Jack 
Moss, Earl Mylecraine, John L. 
Palmer, William E. Schwarze Jr., 
and A. W. Williamson. 


C. W. Hathaway 


DETROIT.—Charles W. Hathaway, 
50, general manager of the Detroit 
branch of the Cadillac Motor Car 
Co., died here in his home Wednes- 
day of a heart attack. He had been 
with Cadillac since 1915. 


—————— 
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Ga. Passes es Anti-Dumping Act, New Truck Tax Law 
Gov. Talmadge’s e’s ‘$3 Tag’ 


E Laituaied for Trucks 


classes, those for private use and 


those for hire. The scale of fees 
for trucks in private use is con- 
siderably lower than that for those 
offered for hire, and in both in- 
stances the $3 license fee has been 
done away with and higher fees 
assessed. 


A third act passed requires all 
automobile drivers to possess li- 
censes and sets up a state high- 
way patrol of from 80 to 120 pa- 
trolmen, pair by a $1 license fee 
every two years. 


A measure which dealers suc- 
ceeded in defeating, would have 
provided that a lien against an 
automobile for damages sustained 
in an accident might have pre- 
cedence over any other lien. 
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| Wis. Co. Renews 
Car Code Battle 


MADISON. — The Gibson Auto 
Co., Inc., Oshkosh, Wis., one of a 
group of automobile dealers which 
successfully fought a court action 
aimed at validity of the original 
state code for the retail automo- 
bile business, on Mar. 25 started 
circuit court action here against 
the new code approved Feb. 25 by 
Gov. Phillip F. LaFollette. 

The governor and the state 
trade practice commission, con- 
sisting of Lawrence C. Whittet 
and Fred M. Wylie, are named 
defendants in the suit. 

The company charges in its 
new action that code rules apply- 
ing to purchase and sale prices of 
used cars and sale prices of new 
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cars, to maximum hours of labor 
and minimum wage rates bear no 
direct or reasonable relation to 
unfair competition or unfair trade 
practices. 

The company also contends that 
the code is illegal because of arbi- 
trary assessments of costs of ad- 
ministration and because exemp- 
tions to code rules are not rele- 
vant to the purpose of the code 
and are an invasion of the field 
of re 


To Enforce Old Law 


DENVER.—A campaign for en- 
forcement of the 26-year-old garage 
and tourist camp licensing statute in 
Colorado was launched this week 
throughout the state by officers of 
the state highway courtesy patrol, 
according to Joseph Marsh, super- 
visor. Marsh said approximately 
3,500 of Colorado’s 6,000 garage 
owners already had obtained licenses. 





GM Acceptance 
Reports Increase 


Of 35.3% in 1936 


DETROIT.—The General Motors 


| Acceptance Corp. has reported an 


increase in volume of business in 
1936 of 35.3 per cent over 1935. 
Transactions totaled $1,394,035,821 
compared with $1,030,594,565 dur- 
ing the previous year. 

Owing to higher cost of opera- 
tion and increased taxes, profit 
for the year was cut from $14,- 
682,895 to $14,674,849. This was 
equal to $29.35 a share on 500,000 
shares of $100 par capital stock, 
all of which is owned by General 
Motors Corp. 

At the beginning of 1936, the 
corporation had 1,173,821 retail 
accounts on its books, and during 
the year acquired 1,826,218. 


SCREW DRIVER AND SOLDER 


14 OPERATIONS 


NEW WAY— 
SWAGE AND SNAP-ON 


4 OPERATIONS 


INSURE CONTINUOUS CURRENT FLOW 


A statement by H. A. DOUGLAS: 
Twenty-five years of experience in the design, building, and testing of 
literally thousands of differently constructed electrical connections has 
convinced us, that satisfactory electrical connections are made up of 


two things: 


1 Contacting of the members. 


2 Pressure sufficient and continued to insure carrying capacity 
of the current flow. 


HANDY SERVICE-KIT 


We are continuously asked (by people 
who do not pause to analyze their re- 


quest) to destroy years of work and re- 
search; asked to make our terminal or 


switch or what not, to work easy. This al- 
ways means less pressure on terminal 
contacts. Result: current drop, heat, 


leaks, and then failure. 


H. A. 


203 RAILROAD ST.... 


DOUGLAS 


venience in 
Terminals. It 


Assembly Tool, 
Connectors with moulded bakelite and 


This compact metal kit is offered for con- 
installing Swaged-On Snap 


consists of Swaging pliers, 
Assorted Terminals, Line 


lacquered rubber insulation. 


MFG 


BRONSON, MICHIGAN 


co 


ORIGINATORS OF Swaged-On Snap Terminal 


and DOUGLAS 


LIGHT 


CONTROL 


SYSTEM 
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3 ¥F air Trade Acts Go Into Effect May 11 in Utah 


Below-Cost Selling, 


Allowances 


SALT LAKE CITY.—Three fair | 
trade acts, bitterly opposed by a 
number of companies and clubs, | 
have been signed by Gov. Henry 
H. Blood and become law May 11. | 
A number of other measures af-| 
fecting the automotive industry | 
also have been approved. 

First of the fair trade laws is| 
patterned after California and 
Illinois acts. Another, designed | 
after the Robinson-Patman act 
and the California unfair prac- 
tices act, outlaws unearned, un- 
warranted and secret rebates, al-| 
lowances and commissions; for- | 
bids price discriminations between | 
individuals or sections of the| 
state, and makes below-cost sell- 
ing unlawful. Coupons and trad-| 
ing stamps, or similar devices, are | 
eliminated when goods are sold| 
at cost. 

The third fair trade act sets 
up the trade commissioner of 
Utah. It gives wide powers, in- 
cluding the conduct of public 
hearings, issuing of cease and de- 


Frank Fanning 
Re-elected Head 
Of Newark Assn. | 


NEWARK, N. J. Frank J.| 
Fanning, of the Fanning Motor 
Co. (Hudson-Terraplane), was re- 
elected president of the Newark 
Automobile Trade Assn. at its 
30th annual meeting in the Essex 
House here Mar. 27. Other officers 
include: vice-president, George F. 
Fischer; treasurer, Edward J. 
Foley; trustees for three years, 
Bronson P. Booth, Harold J. Herd- 
man, David E. Lane, Daniel J. 
Leary and J. Henry Pfau. 


More than 350 members of the! 
association attending the annual | 
dinner party, which followed the) 


| in 


|}evidence that the sales tax has 


| registered with the state tax com- 


|each bond. These fees go to the 





business meeting were told that 
the group’s membership is re- 
sponsible for 85 per cent distribu- | 
tion of new automobiles delivered | 
in Essex county. It was also de-| 
clared that the Newark group is 
the oldest functioning automobile 
dealers’ association in the United | 
States. 


Speakers included John Kramer 
president of the Hudson County 
Assn.; William Werring, head of | 
the Brooklyn-Long Island group; | 
James Gaines, manager of the 
New York Merchants’ Assn.; 
James Dalton, editor of Motor 
Magazine, who was the principal 
guest speaker; and Fanning. Ed- 
ward J. Foley, head of the Foley 
Chevrolet Co., was toastmaster. 

Claude E. Holgate, secretary- 
manager of the Newark associa- 
tion, who was instrumental in ar- 
ranging the annual meeting and 
dinner, was unable to attend due 
to illness. It was the first dinner 


| ing on Apr. 15 in state education 


| first vice-president; J. T. Mohler, 





he has missed in the association’s 


history. 


Secret 


are Prohibited 


sist orders, and prosecution of | 
violators of all laws in the state| 
governing the conduct of com- 
merce. This commission will have 
one full-time official and two} 
part-time commissioners. 
Another act tightens up the law | 

regard to the collection of 
taxes on motor vehicles. Every 
applicant for a license must first 
prove that the property tax there-| 
on for the current year has been | 
paid, and at the same time give 


been paid, provided a_ licensed 
dealer has not made a report as 
provided by law. 

Under provisions of another | 
law, all used machines brought | 
into the state for sale must be 


mission and a bond executed to 
protect the purchaser against 
fraud. The law affects all who 
bring used cars into the state for 
trade-in purposes as well as 
straight sales. The bond must be 
equal in amount to the sale price 
of each machine, but not .over 
$1,000 each. Two fees, one of $5 
and one of $1, must be paid in 





connection with the approval of 


credit of a motor vehicle control 
fund. 

Another new law provides that 
gasoline stations may remain 
open Sundays. 

Designed to prevent fraud and 
misrepresentation in the sale of 
gasoline and motor vehicle lub- 
ricating products, a fourth law 
regulates the storage and sale 
and defines the powers and duties 
of the state road commission in 
connection therewith. The prod- 
ucts, covered by the act, are 
classified: ‘Special’ gasoline, and 
first, second and third grades. 
The distillation ranges of each 
is given, and the corrosion test 
described. 


Harrisburg Motor Club 


To Celebrate Anniversary 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTSP).— 
The thirtieth anniversary celebra- 
tion of the Harrisburg Motor club 
will be held at the annual meet- 


building, it has been announced 

by Edward S. Nailor, secretary. 
Officers nominated are: R. H. 

Lyon, president; H. Clay Ryan, 


second vice-president; E. H. Oli- 
ver, third vice-president; Edwin 
S. Nailor, secretary-treasurer; 
George A. Hoverter, Lyon, Oliver, 
H. R. Prowell, J. F. Rees and 
F. H. Walker, governors for 
three-year terms. 

Russell E. Singer, general man- 
ager of the AAA, will be the prin- 
cipal speaker and George G. Mc- 
Farland, a charter member of the 
association, will recall early days 
of the group. 





Deer Are Hazard 


To Conn. Drivers 
HARTFORD, Oonn.—Pro- 
tected by state law from 
the guns of hunters, deer 
are becoming so plentiful In 
Connecticut that they con- 
stitute a definite hazard for 
motorists, but the state 
won't do anything about it. 
Five bills asking that the 
state pay individual motor- 
ists for damage to car by 
deer have already been re- 
jected by the general as- 
sembly, and more claims of 
similar nature are scheduled 
for similar treatment. Sev- 
eral legislators have intro- 
duced measures calling for 
a short open season on deer 
as a means of reducing their 
number. The rejected dam- 
age claims ranged in amount 
from $30 to $125, 





MEWA to Compile | 


Business Costs 


Of Jobbers in °36 


CHICAGO. In co-operation 
with Dun and Bradstreet, who 
will compile the results, the Mo- 
tor and Equipment Wholesalers 
Assn. has just mailed question- 
naires to jobbers in the industry 
covering their costs of doing bus- 
iness during 1936. Wholesalers, it 
is stated, are receiving the ques- 
tionnaires regardless of their as- 
sociation affiliations. 

The survey when completed, it 
is announced at MEWA head- 
quarters here, will be placed in 
the hands of maintenance execu- 
tives. 

B. W. Ruark, general manager 
of MEWA, declared that the ob- 
jective is to give a nation-wide 
picture of automotive wholesaler 
costs last year. Each jobber par- 
ticipating is to receive a copy of 
the completed report. 

“The time has come when the 
automotive wholesaler must have 
more and dependable facts if 
his management is to reflect the 
type of decisions which assure 
progress, success and perman-| 
ance,” said Ruark. “The industry’s 
wholesalers by co-operating on 


this common ground of necessity, | 


can make available for their own 


use the type of substantial facts | 


which will thoroughly support 


management. 


“With the last of the question- | 


naires in the mail, MEWA has 
completed its preliminary work. 
The next and most important step 
is the prompt and unanimous re- 
sponse of the wholesale trade.” 


Tag Sales Rise 


RALEIGH, N. C.—A total of 457,- 
911 sets of 1937 automobile license 
plates had been sold in North Caro- 
lina, as of Mar. 25, compared with 
411,523 in the corresponding period 
last year. 


4 





DETROIT.—Promotion of 47 
;} members of Chevrolet’s wholesale 
organization to the newly-created 
| post of assistant zone manager in 
charge of used car merchandising 
operations, throughout the com- 
pany’s 47 zones, was announced 
this week by W. E. Holler, gen- 
eral sales manager. The changes 
are effective Apr. 1. 

E. J. McClees, Flint zone mana- 
ger, has been appointed to the} 
corresponding position in the De-| 
troit zone, succeeding W. J. 


™ 
E. J. McClees H. S. Weiser 


Graveson, who was recently pro- 
moted to the post of assistant 
manager of the Flint region. At 
the same time, H. S. Weiser, 
Graveson’s former assistant in the 
Detroit zone, has moved up to the 
post of assistant Detroit zone 
manager in charge of used car 
operations. 

The appointments are a sequel 
to Holler’s recent announcement 
of a complete countrywide set-up 
designed to adapt used car opera- 
tions to present-day conditions in 
the industry. At the time of the 
original announcement, T. H. 
Keating and W. G. Lewellen were 
named assistant general sales 
managers in charge of used car 
operations in the east and the 
west, respectively, and one zone 
manager in each of the company’s 
nine regions was promoted to the 
post of assistant regional mana- 
ger. The present announcement 
carries the organization down to 
the zones. 

Further appointments, still to 
be made, will bring the used car 





full working strength, he said. 
Following are the assistant zone 
manager appointees: Flint region, 
Flint zone—O. I. Bandeen; Nor- 
wood zone—C. B. Curry; Indian- 
|}apolis zone—L. E. Craig; Cleve- 
|land zone—W. G. Williams; 
Charleston zone—E. H. Acker- 
} man. 
Atlantic Coast region: 





Ontario Ups Speed Limit 
To 50 in Open, 30 in City 
MONTREAL.—Ontario’s motor 

vehicle speed limit will be 50 


30 miles in urban districts. 
Unanimous approval of the in- 
crease from the present 35-mile 
and 20-mile limits was given by 
the Ontario legislature, when it 
passed through committee stage a 
bill incorporating the new limits. 





A GREAT RECORD 
OF SERVICE 


OF BORG-WARNER CORPORATION 


47 Promoted to Used Car 


Posts in Chevrolet Zones 


town zone—L. G. Cassell; Phila- 
delphia zone—P. BH. Miller; New 
York zone—A. M. Letts; New 
England region: Boston zone—L. 
A. McDonnell; Portland zone—R. 
E. Hight; Syracuse zone—W. F. 
Schneider; Providence zone—M. J. 
Logan. 

Eastern region: Buffalo zone- 
T. Eliason;. Pittsburgh zone—R. 
O. Wissinger; Baltimore zone- 
J. F. McMahon; Richmond zone— 
| K. S. Rufe; Harrisburg zone—E. 
|L. Meade; Southeastern region: 
Atlanta zone—E. M. Smith; Char- 
lotte zone—R. R. Compton; Louis- 
ville zone—J. D. Thompson; Jack- 
sonville zone—Clyde E. Wilson; 
Birmingham zone—L. C. Urqu- 
hart; Columbia zone—W. T. Gan- 
naway. 

Great Lakes region: Minneap- 
olis zone—J. F. Rupkalvis; Chi- 
cago zone—Thad W. Gordon; Des 
Moines zone—H. B. Brellenthin; 
Janesville zone—Bradley Sizer; 
Fargo zone—C. T. Altman; Daven- 
port zone—H. W. Ramser; Mid- 
western region: St. Louis zone— 
E. R. Watson; Kansas City zone— 
F. X, Miller; Denver zone—F. T. 
LePage; Memphis zone—Mose 
Smith jr.; Omaha zone—K. E. 
Staley; Wichita zone—Carl G. 
Rost. 

Southwestern region: Dallas 





organization in the field up to 


zone—A. L. Henderson; Oklahoma 
City zone—J. L. Matthews; New 
Orleans zone—C. E. Humphrey; 
Houston zone—W. R. Peel; El 
Paso zone—E. J. Pennington. Pa- 
cific coast region, Oakland zone— 
John W. Settle; Portland zone— 
H. N. Holmes; Los Angeles zone— 
Jackson Howell; Salt Lake City 
zone—A. T. Crowl; Great Falls 
zone—George Reade; Seattle zone 
—P. J. Maassen. 


Production Index, 
Employment Up 
Over Year Ago 


DETROIT. Due to recent sit- 
down strikes in the automobile 
and parts industries, production 
anc employment indexes for the 
four-week period ending Feb. 6, 
were under the figures for the 





Tarry- | 
|compiled by Automotive 


previous four-week period but 
ahead of the similar period last 
year, according to figures just 
Parts 
and Manufacturers, 
Inc. : 

The index on productive em- 
ployment dropped from 135.4 in 
January to 120.6 in February, but 
February of this year was 12.5 


Equipment 


| miles an hour in the country and/| Per cent above last year. Produc- 


tive man-hours worked were 8.6 


|per cent under the January fig- 


ures and 4.3 per cent greater than 
February last year. 

The average hourly rate of pay 
for the entire industry was 1.7 
cents per hour higher in February 
than in January and 10 per cent 
more than in February last year. 
Productive employes averaged 33.8 


|hours per week per man and 


earned an average of $27.19 a 





week. 

An analysis just completed on 
16 of the largest original equip- 
ment manufacturers, for the four- 
week period ending March 6, 
shows an average hourly rate of 
pay for all employes of 78.6 cents 
per hour, with productive male 
employes earning 85.3 cents per 
hcur and an average of $32.95 per 
man per week. 


Gick Appointed 

CINCINNATI.—William Gick, one 
of the oldest employes of the Walter 
E. Schott Co. here, has been ap- 
pointed regional wholesale manager 
of Willys of Ohio, sole distributors 
for Willys cars in Ohio, Indiana, 
northern Kentucky, and West Vir- 
ginia. 





40-Hour Week, 
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‘Little NRA’ Would be Set Up Under New Pa. Bills 


Collective 


Bargaining are Provided 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).— 
Three labor bills, which will affect | 
the automobile industry 


in the senate. The measures, 
drafted by the state department 
of labor and industry, will set up 
a “little NRA” in the state, if| 
enacted. 

They provide for: 

A 40-hour week for Pennsyl- 
vania workers. 

Collective bargaining rights for 
employes. 

Mediation and voluntary arbi- 
tration of labor disputes. 

The 40-hour work week will 
create a demand for more work- 
ers, the department believes. A 
bill providing a 40-hour week for 
women was previously introduced 
in the senate. Certain executives 
and professional workers would 
be exempt from its provisions. 

“The department of labor and 
industry is interested in the 40- 


hour week for all types of work- | 
Sec- | 
retary Ralph M. Bashore an-| 
a purely 


ers on two basic grounds, 


nounced. “First, from 
economic standpoint, the depart- 
ment is of the opinion that a 
shorter working week will create 
a demand for the employment of 
more workers. The department 
is in possession of reports from 
economist and labor authorities 
which show that shorter hours 
create higher wages. 

“Secondly, health authorities, as 
well as labor leaders, point out| 


in this| 
state, were introduced last week | 


signed to encourage the making 
and maintaining of agreements 
concerning wages, hours and con- 
| ditions of employment between 
employers and employes, seeks 
to bring about quick adjustment 
of all labor disputes through the 
medium of mediation and vol- 
untary arbitration under the su- 
pervision of the department of 
|labor and industry. The depart- 
ment would be given power to 
set up regional boards or panels 
throughout the state to act in 
controversies between employers 
and employes. Members of these 
| boards would serve without pay 
but would be reimbursed for their 
expenses. 








that a shorter work week pro- 
motes higher health standards | 
and produces greater efficiency | 
on the part of all workers.” 

The collective bargaining bill | 
would create a Pennsylvania labor | 
relations board of three members, | 
to be appointed by the governor | 
with the consent of the senate. | 
The measure, which defines un- 
fair labor practices on the part) 
of employers, would prohibit the | 
hiring of labor spies who check 
on union activities of workers. 
Company unions would be out-| 
lawed and penalties would be es- 
tablished for employers who re- 
fuse to bargain with representa- | 
tives of their employes’ own 
choosing. The salary of labor 
board members would be $9,000) 
a year. 

The labor mediation board, de- 


$3,000,000 Ford 
Plant Extension 


Work Under Way | 


DETROIT. — Preparations for| 
the $3,000,000 Ford plant extension | 
at East Windsor, began this week | 
with 50 laborers and a large gaso- 
line-driven shovel scooping clay | 
from a 20-foot trench. Structural | 
steel work will begin by Apr. 21. | 

The new plant will be 1,000 feet 
long and 570 feet wide, will spread | 
over 31 acres and will handle the | 
welding of all-steel bodies, which | 
it is explained, will cut amount) 
of material now obtained here. 


N. Y. Maps Fuel Tax Rice | 


To Aid Budget Balancing 

ALBANY.—Increase of the fuel 
tax by one cent, currently frowned | 
upon by legislative leaders here, 
remains, according to Gov. Leh-| 
man, the stumbling block before | 
budget balancing. 

Lehman, at a conference of po- 
litical leaders, again pointed out | 
that the New York budget is off 
by $20,000,000, and that it was the | 
“duty of the assembly to provide | 
funds sufficient to meet expendi- 
tures authorized by adoption of 
the budget.” 


Show Made Annual 
GRAND RAPIDS. — Phenomenal 
success of its recent automobile 
maintenance equipment show has 
prompted the Reliable Tire & Acces- 
sories Co. to make plans for an an- 
nual spring trade show of this type. 





Wea won’t have to do what these men are doing to learn how much 
Fisher engineers have increased the comfort of the steel body. 


You can’t miss the greater roominess, more comfortable “feel” of the 
new Unisteel Turret Top Body by Fisher—the minute you sit inside it! 


And once you’ve put it through its paces out where the going’s 
rough, you'll wonder what has happened to those tinny sounds and 
telltale rattles you may have heard in conventional steel bodies. 


No. Your ears are not deceiving you. For the Unisteel Body is —as 
its name implies—an integrally solid steel unit...with all steel 
yanels fused together, and even heat, cold and noise have been 





Highway Users | 
Battling Taxes 


WASHINGTON. A distinct | 
threat of continuance of federal 
nuisance taxes, including levies 
on sales of motor vehicles, gaso- 
line, tires, parts and accessories 
arose in congress late last week. 
It was caused by indicated failure | 
of income taxes for 1936 to come 
up to treasury expectations. 

Several Democratic members of 
the house ways and means com- 
mitee, which drafts tax legisla- 
tion, have openly expressed ap- 
proval of extending the nuisance 
taxes two years beyond June 30 
next, when they are supposed to 
expire. 

Action will be delayed, how-| 
ever, until it is definitely known | 
how much revenue the govern- 
ment needs and how much may) 


“soft-pedaled” by scientific insulation. 


Any General Motors dealer will be glad to demonstrate to you how far 
Unisteel construction has advanced the steel body. Just remember 
that only General Motors cars have Unisteel Turret 


Top Body by Fisher. 


THE UNISTEEL Turret TOP BODY BY 


ON GENERAL MOTORS CARS ONLY: CHEVRO 


LET + PONJIAC + OLDSMOBILE + BUICK* 


be realized under other imposts. 
Accordingly, the National High- 


| way Users Conference is broad- | 


casting an appeal for protests 
to congress members against ex- 
tension of “these discriminatory 


| taxes,” it says. 


“Particularly emphatic. pro- 
tests should be 
possible justification. 


ency’ taxes and 


ceded their unfairness and 
pledged their early repeal.” 


Stephens Heads Assn. 


MINNEAPOLIS. — Newly elected | 
| officers of the Minneapolis Automo- 
bile Dealers’ Assn. are W. R. Steph- | 


ens, of the Stephens Buick-Pontiac 
Co., president; J. S. Connor, vice- 
president, and A. K. McDonald, sec- 
retary and treasurer. 


or om rae és 


adjustable 


interior styling 
fittings. 10. Unisteel construc- 
tion throughout 
steel panels insulated against 
— heat, cold and noise. 


CONTRA 
MOTORS, 


by 
FISHER 


* *On the most popular models 


lodged against | 
|any suggestion to place them on 
|a@ permanent basis. There is no| 

They have | 
| always been considered ‘emerg- 
congressional | 
committees have repeatedly con- | 


LA SALLE . 
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‘Glass Production 


| Reaching Records 


PITTSBURGH.—Increased_ de- 
mands for window glass indicate 
that a new all-time high record 
|in plate glass making may be es- 
tablished in March, February 
production increased 300 per cent 
over January, which suffered a 
production drop because of strikes. 


The highest previous mark was 
set in October, 1936, when 20,752,- 
657 square feet was produced. 
Factories here are straining pro- 
duction schedules and making 
every effort to catch up on de- 
layed shipments. 


| WASHINGTON.—Steady improve- 
| ment in road conditions in Guatemala 

is reflected in notably increased oper 
; ation of motor vehicles in that 
| country. 


NEW MEASURES OF COMFORT ~ 


vee in this glorified steel body 


Only Body by Fisher has all these 
Safety and Comfort Features: 


1. Improved visibility, front and 
rear. 2. Streamline style — room- 
iness for greater comfort. 3. 
Saftiseal floor—protects against 
exhaust fumes. 4. Improved No 
Draft Ventilation with Safety 
Plate Glass all around. 5. Giant 
luggage compartments “flowed” 
integral with body. @. Wider 
seats and larger door openings. 
7. Turret Top for extra safety 
and durability. 8. New two-way 


front seat. 9. Fisher 
upholstery and 


with all the 


CADILLAC* 
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‘Too Old at Forty’ Untrue 
In Car Plants, Says Pitkin 


NEW YORK.—The automobile 


industry is one in which the mid- 
dle aged worker can feel himself 
secure, according to Walter P. 
Pitkin, of Columbia University, in 
his new book, “Careers After 
Forty” (Whittlesey House). 
“The automobile industry, 
writes Pitkin, “not only has no 
prejudice against workers of 40 or 
more, but seems to offer more 
openings to older men than I 
should have expected. Indeed, 
is not unheard of for men of 60 
and more who have had exper- 


” 


N. J. Inspection 
Plans Pushed 


TRENTON, N. J.—The 50-cent 


fee to be assessed against motor- | 


ists for the compulsory motor 
vehicle inspections to be inaugu- 


rated shortly in New Jersey may | 


be reduced to 10 cents in 1938, 
State Motor Vehicle 
sioner Arthur W. Magee told the 
joint legislative appropriations 
committee at a hearing here this 
week. The inspections are to be 
conducted semi-annually at 28 
state-owned inspection stations 
by state-employed inspectors. 


Magee told the appropriations 
committee the stations were ex- 
pected to cost $806,000 and bring 
in revenue of, $950,000 since 
every motorist, under present 
plans, would pay the 50-cent fee 
twice yearly. The budget con- 
templated $542,000 for payment 
of salaries of inspectors. 

With all but two stations rented 
throughout the state, the motor 
vehicle department is preparing 
to buy inspection equipment. Ma- 
gee said he did not know when 
inspections would begin. 


it | 


Commis- | 


ience in other fields to get new 
jobs in automobile work. In 1935 
some 50 or 60 such were hired 
most of them probably skilled 
workers. 

“When employment is station- 
ary or declining, most industries 
have relatively more older em- 
ployes on their pay rolls. But the 
proportion drops when industries 
expand. Not so, however, in the 
automobile industry. In 1935 the 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 
made a careful survey of the 
status of all its older employes. 
To most people’s surprise, the in- 
vestigators discovered that 
number of unskilled and semi- 


the | 


skilled employes 45 and older in-| 
creased by more than half be-| 


tween 1920 and 1930, although the 
total number of such workers in- 
creased by only 39 per cent. Had 
the automobile industry followed 
the pattern of other industries 
growing at a comparable rate, 
| workers over 45 would have in- 
creased only 28.5 per cent during 
the 10-year period, and the rela- 
tive number of older workers 
would have declined. 

“The higher the technology,” 
says the author, in explanation, 
“the better disposed its leaders 
are to older workers. Let the 50- 
year-old job hunter visit a great 
chemical factory or an automo- 
bile works, and he will at least be 
seriously considered on the basis 
of provable skill and reliability. 

“A committee of the society of 
industrial engineers recently filed 
(and then buried) a report on its 
study of trends in the newest 
machinery as they affect the men 
who run the shops. They find that 
the huge, intricate automatic and 
semi-automatic monsters whose 
bowels are packed with all sorts | 
of electrical controls call for a 


“FIRST-CLASS” 


WITH THE NEW. 


‘quNesthp 


FLEET 


sate EN 


American's New Flag- 
ships, Douglas-built, 
are the largest, quiet- 
est, 
longest-range 


most luxurious, 


planes. 


American Serves 57 Principal Cities 


American’s all-year Southern ‘Transcontinental Route offers 
exclusive advantages. [t is a more favorable and lower-level 


route. From the east to west cc 


ast, it gets you more quickly 


into the glorious Sun Country of the Southwest. Flagship 


Overn 


York 


SLEEPER SERVICE 

only! NON-STOP New 

Chicago- Washington! 
and Detroit. 

For reservations 

call American Airlines 


ight Coast-to-Coast, 
oe 
-Chicago! 


Also Ne 


3 stops 
New York-Boston! 
w York-Chicago via Buffalo 


or information 
or your Travel Agent 


{new kind of worker. They pre- 


| 


dict that ‘the old fallacy of the 
| 40-year age limit of employment 
will go into the discard, because 
an older employe is more stable, | 
his attention less flighty, his re- | 
actions more precise, etc., while | 
his sense of acuteness is no} 
longer needed in the presence of 
automatic controls, electric eye, 
X-ray, micromeasurements, etc.’’ 


Lighting Will Cut 
Insurance Rates, 
Engineer Asserts 


HARTFORD, Conn.—“When ac- 
cidents occur at night at the same | 
rate per million vehicle miles 
traveled as they do during day- 
light, American motorists. will 
pocket between $150,000,000 and) 
$200,000,000 now paid annually in 
accident insurance premiums for 
excess night accidents alone,” ac- 
cording to R. E. Simpson, illumi- 
nating engineer of the Travelers 


| Insurance Co. 


| there 


“Records show that last year | 
were over 12,000 more 
deaths and 197,000 more accidents | 
at night than might logically have 
been expected on a traffic-ex- | 
posure basis. 

“The tremendous annual loss 
due to excess night accidents is 
much greater than would be the 


|cost af adequate lighting, a pre- 


ventive measure which would 
eliminate poor visibility, the extra 
night hazard prevalent along 
dimly-lighted city streets and dark 
main highways throughout the na- 
tion,” he declared. 

“Generally speaking, good public 
lighting will tend to reduce auto- 
mobile insurance rates to the 
same degree as it reduces the 
total accident claims. Since the 
citizens of a given area pay the 
major costs of accidents occurring 
in that area, they would reap the 
benefit when better lighting re- 
| duced the number and amount of 
accident claims, because the re- 
duction would apply only to that 
area.” 


Pontiac Names Perry 
Pittsburgh Zone Mer. 


PONTIAC.—Appointment of N. 
Perry as manager of the Pitts- 
Motors is 


E 
burgh zone of Pontiac 
announced as 
effective imme- 
diately by C. P. 
Simpson, gen- 
eral sales man- 
ager. 

Perry who 
succeeds A. R. 
Shedd, resigned, 
comes to Pitts- 
burgh after 
nearly 10 years 
with the Pontiac 
organization. 

His first con- al 
nection with the company was in| 
1927, as district representative at | 
Boston, where he has served con- | 
tinuously in various sales capac- | 


; : 
ities since then. Since October, | 
1934, he has been 


N. E. Perry | 


assistant man- | 
ager of the Boston zone for Pon- | 
tiac. His successor at Boston has | 
not yet been named, Mr. Simpson | 
said. 


Armco Reports ’36 Sales | 
Establish All-Time Record | 


MIDDLETOWN, O.—The Amer- | 
ican Rolling Mill Co. in 1936 ex- 
perienced the best year in its| 
history, with sales of $101,463,383, | 
according to the annual report of | 
Charles R. Hook, president, made 
public this week. Net profit, after 
all charges, was $6,441,676, the | 
highest since 1928. 

The 1936 earnings are equal to | 
approximately $2.73 a share on the 
average number of shares out- 
standing and compare with the 


| 1935 profit of $4,310,127, equal to | 


| 


| $2.41 a share. 


Bendix I Brahe Mortar 


CHICAGO.—The new Bendix brake 
lining mortar is said to build a firm 
foundation that fills and hardens in 
any irregularities in the brake shoe 
rim incurred in service or in the 
liner segment through fabricating 
processes. The filler mortar allows 
a solid base for the lining segment. 


| tional 


| May 


F irestone Settlement 


Waits Chrysler Pact | 


AKRON. Labor turmoil domi- 


|nated Akron rubber news during 
March, with the Firestone Tire & | 


Rubber Co. plants closed and 
picketed. The trouble is variously 
called “strike” and “lockout,” and 
began early in the month when 
management closed one of the 
plants with the announcement 


that union activities were causing | 
| had faded almost to the vanishing 


inefficiency in production. 
Other plant employes walked 


out in sympathy until the entire | 


factory was closed and picketed. 
Office employes are quartered in 
scattered units in downtown build- 


ings, and several hundred idle em- | 
ployes have lived in the factory} 


buildings for weeks. 
Negotiations between manage- 
ment and the union have not pro- 
duced anything but deadlock. 
Union officials demand for their 
organization the exclusive right of 


collective bargaining and manage- | 
ment will agree to that right only | 


so far as the members of the 
unions are concerned. It is be- 
lieved here that the impasse will 


{not be broken until the Chrysler- | 
| Lewis negotiations provide a pre- 
cedent on which local unions and | 


management can arrive at settle- 
ment of their difficulties. 

The only interlude in strike 
domination of the news was a 
price advance in tires of 6 per 


cent. Goodyear led off and others | 


followed. Higher cost of crude 
materials and wage and salary ad- 


vances were given as reasons for | 


the second advance in the price 
of tires since the first of the year. 


°37 Bendix Convention 
May Attract 500 Crowd 
SOUTH BEND. 
convention of the Bendix 
Products Corp. will establish a 
new high mark in attendance, ac- 
co:ding to Frank B. Willis, vice- 
president, and chairman of the 
convention committee. 
“Preliminary reports § indicate 
that approximately 500 Bendix 
distributors and _ representatives 
will attend the annual conclave 
this year, which will be held here 
25 to 28, inclusive,” Willis 
said today. 


Name Beardsley 


MUSKEGON, Mich.—R. R. Beards- 
ley, a director of the Accuralite Co., 


| division of the Sealed Power Corp., 


has been appointed secretary of the 
company, succeeding L. D. Drake. 





| the 


The 1937 na-| 


omi-| A ‘similar advance was announced 

Jan. 18. 
Another 

crude rubber, 


boost in the price of 
following the sec- 


|ond boost in tire prices, brought 


off-the-record protests from sev- 
eral smaller manufacturers of 
tires. Companies compelled to go 
into the market for current needs 
of crude rubber claim that profits 


point. Most of them are feverishly 
producing at capacity with large 
files of back orders, but claim 
that balance sheets do not reflect 
favorably to sustained high pro- 
duction. 

Claims are being made also that 
much dealer buying is more or 
less speculative. Dealers generally 


| believe that British restriction will 
| force crude rubber prices higher 


and that wages and salaries in 
industry will also advance. 
Hence, it is said, much buying 
now is in anticipation of. still 
further increases in tire prices. 


Cleve. Salesmen 
To Finish Plans 


For Association 


CLEVELAND.— Five hundred 
retail automobile salesmen are 
expected to attend a noon lunch- 
eon meeting at the Masonic 
Temple here, April 7, when final 
steps in the formation of a sales- 
men’s association will be taken, 


| according to an announcement by 


H. B. Thompson, of Haddad Mo- 
tors, Inc., temporary secretary. 

Thomas Ferris, attorney, will 
present a charter of incorporation 
granted to the association by the 
state of Ohio. Loss P. Faber, of 
the Ohio Buick Co., will preside 
as temporary chairman. Charles 
E. Seaton, of the Dowd-Feder Co., 
is temporary treasurer. 

At the first meeting of the pro- 
jected association held three weeks 
ago more than 200 salesmen ap- 
proved a plan of organization and 
endorsed objectives calling for 
standardization of selling prac- 
tices, protection of the legitimate 
dealer’s interests, better conditions 
for salesmen, and licensing of 
salesmen. 

The association idea was born 
after it was found that an auto- 
mobile salesmen’s union affiliated 
with the American Federation of 
Labor appealed to only a small 
number of the active salesmen. 
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th Dimension 


The News of Automotive Advertising 


Ey Pete Wembhoff 


Tops 


Winner in the annual house or- 
gan contest, conducted by Post- 
age and Mailbag, is the Stude- 
baker Wheel. Published for more 
than 10 years, the Studebaker or- | 
gan has above 300,000 circulation, 
of which about 6,000 are distri- | 
buted in 17 foreign countries. Ed- 
itor Frederick C. Schubert was 
awarded a watch in the compe-| 
tition, which attracted more than | 


2,000 industrial and commercial | 
publications. 


Life Appointments | 
First of individual publishers | 
and advertising directors to be ap- | 
pointed for all Time, Inc. publica- | 
tions, Roy E. Larsen, 38, this week | 
becomes publisher of Life. Lar-| 
sen, who has been with the Time} 
group since 1922, founded the| 
“March of Time” radio program | 
in 1924 and the “March of Time” | 
film feature in 1934. He recently 
received a special award from the | 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts | 
and Sciences for “having revolu- | 
tionized . . the newsreel.” 


Howard Black, advertising man- 
ager of Time since 1933, has been | 
named ad director of Life, a) 
newly created post. George Sadler | 
continues as advertising manager | 
of Life. 

Under the new _ organization | 
plan, publishers and advertising | 
directors are to be appointed also | 
for Time, Fortune, Architectural | 
Forum, and the March of Time. | 
The new post of advertising di-| 
rector for each publication is in 
addition to the existing advertis- 
ing manager. 


Heavy Campaign 

National magazine advertising 
will be used for the first time for) 
Mobilgas in Socony-Vacuum Oil | 
Co.’s new campaign, which will | 
also include more than 800 daily 
newspapers. The magazine drive, 
covering a wide list, is claim to 
be the largest in history of the 
petroleum industry. Double-page 
four-color bleeds will feature 
magazine copy, according to J. 
Sterling Getchell, Inc., handling 
the account. 


Farm Income 

Increased possibilities for sale 
of cars and trucks in rural areas 
is indicated in the 14 per cent 
rise in farmers’ income during 
January, as reported in the cur-| 
rent issue of Ruralaria News 
Leader, monthly published by 
Country Gentleman. Gain over 
the same month a year ago was| 
effected chiefly through higher | 
prices, and despite a 6 per cent} 
decrease in volume of sales. | 


Goodwill Circulation 


More than 500,000 copies of the | 
Buick Magazine are now being} 
distributed monthly to Buick own- | 
ers and prospects, according to| 
T. H. Corpe, Buick advertising 
director. Monthly, now in its 
third year, constitutes one of com- | 
pany’s chief direct mail activities | 
and recently polled heavy response 
in a reader test. 


Barnes Switches 

William C. Barnes, Detroit repre- | 
sentative of American Legion | 
Monthly the past year, severs con- | 
nection to become publisher of 
the Evening Bulletin, Martins- 
ville, Va. Legion publication’s | 
Detroit office will be maintained | 
with Thomas O. Woolf handling | 
Detroit accounts out of New York 
by spending at least one week 
each month in that territory. 


Oop! 

“I certainly appreciate the cor- 
dial mention you gave Promotion 
Age -in your column in the Mar. 
20 issue of Automotive Daily News. 

“However, I am sorry that you 


designated,.Promotion Age as a 


| pects. 


monthly supplement of Advertis- 


ing Age, because it is not being} 


supplied to subscribers to Adver- 
tising Age. 


“Promotion Age has been de-| 


veloped as a house organ, and is 
being sent to a selected list of our 
advertisers and advertising pros- 
Subscribers to Advertising 
Age do not receive Promotion Age 
as part of their subscription, and 
the publication is not designed 
to compete with or supplement 
Advertising Age in any way.—S. 
R. Bernstein, Promotion Age, 
Chicago.” 


Card Drive 


Extension double car card cam- 
paign by Ford gets under way 
Apr. 20 in 3,000 cities. Drive, cost- 
ing around $35,000 monthly, fol- 
lows a test in Chicago, and will 








center on moving used cars. First 
of the single cards was launched 
last week through N. Y. Ayer & 
Son, Inc., and McCann-Erickson, 
Inec., with double cards due 
Apr. 20. 


Prizes 

Five 1937 Pontiacs, plus cash! 
prizes totaling $2,850, will be 
awarded winners in a contest con- | 
ducted in connection with Pon-| 


| tiac’s “News Through a Woman’s 


Eyes” program over CBS. Con-} 
testants must write a 
essay on “Why I think the 1937| 
Pontiac is America’s finest low-| 
priced car”; must submit it with} 
an entry blank endorsed by aj; 
dealer; and is required to ride in| 
a new Pontiac. Contest shuts! 
May 31. 


100-word | | 


| Car Assns. to Aid 


U.S. Safety Study 


WASHINGTON.—A comprehen- 
sive program of research into the 
causes of highway accidents is 
now under way, according to a 
report to Congress by 


last 
of 


on work being done under 
year’s congressional’ grant 
$75,000 for safety studies. 

The bureau of public roads, act- 
ing for the secretary, is co-oper- 
ating with nationally recognized 


agencies in the field of highway | 
problem | 


safety in attacking the 
on numerous fronts. 
Particular 


attention is 


| safety problem: (1) Detailed study 


Chatter 


Standard Oil of Indiana prepar- 
ing to show new full-length in- 
stitutional film to dealers, em- 
ployes and public... . Robert G.| 
Silbar, ex-publicity chief at Klau- 
Van Pietersom-Dunlap Associates, 
Inc., appointed assistant adver- 
tising director of Covered Wagon. 


of the lack of uniformity in state | 
is re-| 


motor-vehicle laws, which 
garded as an important contrib- 
uting cause of highway accidents; 
(2) study of the characteristics 


and habits of drivers and identi- | 


fication of dangerous drivers; and 
(3) improvement of the basic data, 
needed for the study of accident 
causes and prevention. Accident 


Henry A.| 
Wallace,. secretary of agriculture, | 


being 
| given three phases of the highway 


15 


| reporting is to receive particular 
| attention. 

An advisory committee has been 
formed to assist in conducting the 
work. This committee is composed 

|of representatives of the National 
|Bureau of Standards, Highway 
|Research Board, Yale University, 
| Iowa State College, Harvard Bu- 
reau for Street Traffic Research, 
National Safety Council, American 
Automobile Assn., American Mo- 
tcrists’ Assn., Automobile Manu- 
facturers’ Assn., Chamber of 
|Commerce of the United States, 
Society of Automotive Engineers, 
National Bureau of Casualty and 
Surety Underwriters and Amer- 
ican Assn. of Motor Vehicle Ad- 
ministrators. 


| DeVilbiss Will Spend 
$250,000 on New Plant 


| TOLEDO.—The DeVilbiss Co. 
| will expand its rubber products 
| division here through the erection 

of a new $250,000 plant on La- 
| grange St. near the Ottawa river, 
|it was announced this week by 
| Allen D. Gutchess, president of 
| the company. 


Ford and Results 


(nother impressive tribute to Results as a measure of 


Medium value. is found in the new 


Advertising. 


Ford contract for Car 


After an exhaustive study, the Ford Motor Company and their 


advertising agents, N. W. Ayer & Son Ine. and MeCann Erickson, 


Inc.. determined upon an investment of $35.000 a month in 


this medium. 


This investment was based upon the effective results obtained by 


Factory Branches and Ford dealers who used Car Advertising 


locally. In certain instances, these Results were so outstanding 


as to come dramatically to the attention of the Ford Motor 


( vompany ; 


These signal successes had to do primarily with the sale of Used 


Cars. And to the automobile manufacturer, new high records 


in Used Car sales are of immediate and vital interest. Hence. 


the Ford contract for Car Advertising. in 3000 cities and 


towns, from coast to coast. 


\lore than ever today. the manufacturer's interest is centered 


upon VOLUME. He has learned that the Volume buying power 


of the nation rests squarely in the hands of the Earners. Car 


Advertising provides the opportunity to place his message 
before them (about 40,000,000 riders) every day. 


Right now therefore, this medium is earning increased pres- 


lige for its timely influence in co-ordinating and accelerating 


Volume Sales. 


In fact, Car Advertising SELLS “Volume on its Way to Buy.” 


STREET RAILWAYS ADVERTISING CO. 
745 Fifth Avenue 


New York City 
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Program Is Announced for SAE Summer Session 


Six-Day Event to Feature 
Talks on Cars, Lubrication 


_ WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, | of Mack Mfg. Corp. Fuels and Lu- 
Va.—Program for the summer) bricants: Lubricants get their 
meeting of the Society of Auto-|share of summer meeting atten- 
motive Engineers, to be held in! tion when H. A. Everett, of Penn- 
the Greenbrier here May 4 to 9,| sylvania State College, discusses 
is as follows: high pressure viscosity as an ex-| 

Tuesday, May 4—Aircraft en-| planation of apparent oiliness. A| 
gine: powerplant trends—Broad| paper on oiliness and wear is also 
gage discussion of aircraft en-| promised for this session. Passen- | 
gines by G. J. Mead, of United Air-| ger Cars: safety in car design—| 
craft Corp, will lead off the pro-| John Hunt, of General Motors} 
gram. | Corp., is gathering information | 

Wednesday, May 5—Transporta- from engineers throughout the in-| 
tion and maintenance: cab-over-| 4UStry to incorporate in a talk 
engine trucks—Pierre Schon, of| that will be of vital interest to 
General Motors Truck Co., will) ©VeTyone- 
tell of their place in transporta-| Friday, May 7—Passenger Cars: | 
tion; their advance in design will| trailers—their effect on passenger 
be discussed by Austin Wolf; and| car design. J. H. Booth, of the 
Robert Cass, of the White Motor| Buick Motor Co., gives engineer- | 
Co., will cover their unusual main-| ing facts. A trailer exhibit will} 
tenance problems. Aircraft En-| also be held. Fuels and Lubri-| . 


gine: radio shielding—American| cants: gadgets—an opportunity | 
ICC Safety Rules 


Airlines radio expert, H. E. Grey,| for those interested in fuels and 
For Trucks Are 


U. S. Officials Must 
Use Cars 3 Years 


WASHINGTON. Con- 
gress is going to make fed- 
eral officials use the auto- 
mobiles provided them by 
the government for af 
least three years before re- 
placement. 


This has become evident 
as the result of the refusal 
of the house appropriations 
committee to grant the re- 
quest for funds made by 
Homer Cummings, attorney 
general, and Miss Frances 
Perkins, secretary of labor, 
for new cars to replace 
their 1936 models. In doing 
so the committee announced 
its “at least three years” 
policy for the first time. 


| Bidders S purn Com petition 
| OnN. J. Testing Equipment 


tended that elimination of the 
| advertising would save time in 
getting the inspections under way 
and that the advertising was not 
necessary, due to the small num- 
ber of concerns manufacturing 
the needed equipment. The au- 
thority was granted, but it was 
later found that the vote by which 
it was granted was invalid. It 
was then that advertisements 
were inserted and, in addition, 
invitations were sent to 20 manu- 
facturers. 


TRENTON, N. J.—Only one bid 
was submitted this week for au- 
| tomotive testing equipment to be 
|used by the state in conducting 
|semi-annual compulsory motor 
| vehicle inspections, although pro- 
tests were registered by represent- 
atives of two equipment manu- 
facturers that they had been pre- 
vented from bidding by the man- 
ner in which specifications had 
| been drawn. 

Weaver Mfg. Co. of Springfield, 
Ill., entered the lone bid, offering 
to supply the equipment for $173,- 
853, with the further provision 
| that $26,000 might be deducted it 
installation were not included and 
a discount of $9,900 for payment 
within 60 days. The equipment, on 
which bids were sought, is for 
use in the 28 state-owned inspec- 
|tion stations being prepared in 
| various sections for the inspec- 
tions, which will be conducted by 
state-employed inspectors. 

Fineburg’s Auto Tire & Acces- 
sory Co. of Trenton, agent for 
Bear Mfg. Co. of Rock Island, IIl., 
in a written protest contended the 
company was unable to bid be- 
cause the specifications were 
“written around one manufac- 
turer only and did not provide for 
equivalent products.” A _ similar 





Wisconsin Maps 
More Control of 
Automobile Sales 


MADISON. —A bill introduced 
in the state senate by the com- 
mittee on highways would amend 
the statutes relating to the powers 
of the banking commission in 
dealing with automobile dealers 
and finance companies to provide 
that such licenses would not be 
granted until the commission was 
satisfied “that allowing such ap- 
plicant to engage in business will 
promote the convenience and ad- 
vantage of the community in 
which the business of the appli- 





will tell of some of the problems| lubricants to hear about some of | 

and their solution, and a second| the tricks of the trade at this) 

oo on this subject is promised| symposium. 

from one of the prominent test-| Saturday, May 8: Passen er | ° 

ing laboratories. Aircraft Engine:| Cars and Fuels ~~ cubsionnte: | Placed in Effect 

more about aircraft engines—in-| hypoid gears—discussion and pa-| 

line-air-cooled engines will be dis- | pers on design and service. Diesel | 7 

cussed by A. T. Gregory, of| Engine: diesel—the compression| WASHINGTON. — The federal 

Ranger Engineering Corp., while | ignition research report will be| government this week began sys- 

Massachusetts Institute of Tech-| presented, and Carlton Kemper, | tematic collection of statistics on 

nology is sending C. F. Taylor to| of the National Advisory Com-| accidents in which interstate com- 

tell about variations in flame| mittee for Aeronautics, will speak| mercial motor vehicles are in- 
on supercharging. Body: body de-| volved. Starting Apr. 1, all motor 


speed in an engine cylinder with 


altitude. Transportation and 
Maintenance: 
perature control—E. W. Templin, 
of the Los Angeles department of 
water and power, comes from the 
Pacific Coast to give a host of new 
and interesting data. 

Thursday, May 6—Truck, Bus 


and Railcar: fundamentals in ve-| 
hicle performance—M. C. Horine, 


Li C450n in 
Smartness 


And one that our patrons seem 
to appreciate, judging from their 
praise for the charm and beauty 
of the Silver Grill and the other 
public rooms, and their enthus- 
iasm over the thoughtful con- 
veniences and comforts of the 
guest rooms. Rates begin at 
$3.50 single. 


LEXINGTON FEATURES 


Every room with radio and bath. 
3 blocks from Grand Central. 
Near Radio City and smart 
shops. Garage in connection. 
Famous orchestras play nightly 
in the gay Silver Grill. 


HOTEL 


LEXINGTON 


48th STREET at LEXINGTON AVENUE, N. Y. 
Charles E. Rochester, Manager 
National Hotel Manaqement 


Com y. Inc. 
Ralph Hitz, President 


: | Sign—Alexis de Sakhnoffsky on ex- | 
crankcase oil tem-| 


terior design, and F. E. Selje, of | 
the Chrysler Corp., on interior} 
design. 

Sunday, May 9—Diesel Engine: | 
recent developments in diesel de- | 


| sign, by M. J. Murphy, Murphy 


| Diesel Co., and the possibility of 
a paper on high speed diesel en- 
gines by H. R. Ricardo, of Ricardo | 
& Co. 


Heil Milwaukee Plant 
Expansion Announced 


MILWAUKEE, Wis.—Julius P. | 
Heil, president of the Heil Co.,| 
here, has announced an extens- 
ive plant expansion program. 

Ground has already been 
broken for the construction of 
an addition to the factory which 
will add 75,000 square feet of 
floor space to the present 400,- 
000 square feet now occupied. | 
The expansion was necessitated 
by increased business in all de- 
partments, especially in the hoist 
and body division. 


Hercules Net Up 
DETROIT.—Hercules Motor Corp. 


shows net profit for 1936 of $432,696 
after depreciation and federal 


alent to $1.39 a share on 310,600 
no-par shares of common stock. This 
compares with 
| share in 1935. 


in- | 
come and excess profits taxes, equiv- | 


$400,438 or $1.29 a 


carriers under jurisdiction of the 
interstate commerce commission 
are subject to the new accident 
report regulation. 


The ICC safety rules provide 
that when a vehicle is in an ac- 
cident causing death, personal in- 
jury requiring medical attention, 


|or property damage to an ap- 
| parent extent of $100 or more, the | 
make a written! 
| report within 10 days to the di-| 
| Nebraska Law Licenses 


operator must 


rector of his district. No form 
has been issued but the report 
must include the following infor- 
mation: 


Date, hour and exact location 
of accident; name and address of 





the reporting carrier with identi- | 


fying number assigned by ICC; 


signature and title of persons re- | 


porting; type of motor vehicle 
involved; number of victims with 
statement of whether injuries are 
serious 
property damage, 
accident. 


and cause of 


The reports will be used in an 
effort to reduce traffic casualties 
through more exact knowledge 
about them. Officials 
that in the ensuing year there 
will be 5,000 reportable accidents 
involving interstate motor car- 
riers, 


or minor and estimate | 


estimate | 


| 


|established place 





protest was registered by Hernan 
Auto Parts & Supply Co., also of 


| Trenton, agent for Bendix Corp. | 


of New York. This firm said it 


would be pleased to bid 


A few weeks ago, 


grant permission to purchase the 
inspection equipment without the 
formality of bids, it being con- 


Itinerant Truck Owners 
LINCOLN, Neb.—The itinerant 
truck licensing bill has _ been 
signed by Gov. Cochran, after 


passing the legislature by a vote} 


of 36 to 4. By its provisions itiner- 


ant truck operators must pay a| 
| $10 occupation tax, a $25 yearly | 
license fee per vehicle, and must} 
post a $250 bond with the state} 
department of agriculture, to as-| 


sure honest dealing. 

The following exemptions are 
made: Truckers who have 
of business; 
hauling agricultural 
preducts raised by themselves; 
truckers hauling trade-marked 
goods for retail sale; truckers 
hauling goods owned by them- 
selves; those hauling goods for 
the use of the owner of the truck; 
those hauling in exchange for 
work, or without charge. 


truckers 


if the} 
specifications were open to admit | 
| competition. 
the state) 
house commission was asked to} 


an | 


cant is to be conducted.” 

The Ingram bill which would 
provide that no contract entered 
inte between an automobile manu- 
facturer, wholesaler or distributor 
jand a retailer would be enforce- 
able unless it contained a pro- 
vision stating the exact kind and 
number of automobiles, parts and 
| accessories with which the dealer 
is charged, has been introduced 
in the state senate. 
| The measure further provides 
that any manufacturer, wholesaler 
lor distributor who would attempt 
|to induce or coerce a retailer to 
enter into a contract not enforce- 
lable as stipulated above would be 
declared to be dealing in unfair 
trade practices and punished ac- 
cordingly. 





Many Seek Membership 
In New Old Timers’ Club 


CHICAGO.—Several hundred ap- 
plications for membership in the 
revived Old Timers’ Club have al- 
ready been received, according to 
Jerry Brunell, president of the 
| Chicago Auto Parts, Inc., presi- 
dent pro-tem of the club. 


| No definite plans for future ac- 
tivities have yet been made, but 
it is believed that a reunion will 
| be held once a year during the 
| week of the automotive service 
| industries show. 





New Passenger Car Registrations, 47 States for February, 1937-1936 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co. with exception of New Jersey, supplied by New Jersey Motor List Co., and Metropolitan New York area which are compiled by Sherlock & Arnold 
Complete cumulative figures will appear each week until all 48 states are shown. With the ex ception of California and New Mexico the compilation for February is complete. 


STATES 


"37 
"36 
"37 
36 


Total, 47 States 
for February 


Total to Date 


STATES 





New York 


"37 
36 
’37 
"86 


Total, 47 States 
for February 


Total to Date 


HUDSON GROUP 


37 | 
36 | 


CHRYSLER GROUP 


~3| Chrysler 


520! 2547! 3720) 
145) 888} 1611] 
4396 19010) 36612) 65395 
1429! 9416) 20993| 34189 
9469| 40973) 
3754! 24656] 


5377 
2351) 
11920 
6017| 


413] 
229| 
5863) 
3508) 
12882!) 
8169) 


140} 553 
97| 326 
1118] 6981 
1090} 4598 
2645 
2842| 


151 


FORD GROUP _ 


42 76 


15527 82 173 255 
11011 352 6 358 


Cadillac 


GENERAL MOTORS GROUP 


Chevrolet 
LaSalle 


4389, 167] freed 733, 97, 1895, 149) 580 796) 4250 
2822| 76) 2898 918} 94) 3018} 84] 950] 616] 5680 


1476| 59191] 4850) 466 


57715 
570| 39319] 5797] 517| 


38749 


1371| 90864 | 


981 
288 
6004 
2081 


65, 338 
45; 192! 
783| 3960] 
667; 1697/ 


8 
15 
118 
157 


Hl 


6 


14966| 1373 111376] 
NON-AFFILIATED GROUP 


1750| 8541! 12566 63| 9151) 4994! 380) 
1559| 4292 5111 92 6505 1074 927 


7656| 46270 
6926| 70196 


5877 
8098 


750| 
474| 


26671| 
48384 


80032/142394 | 124881| 3250128131 | 20055) 1617| 82793) 2974) 21070) 23845/ 152354 
50915| 85342] 89493 
AUBURN GROUP 


1188| 19650} 16303/164856 


18918 
12622 
195491 
156216 
476106 
871991 


3 

48 
115 
847 


167| 
13 
2421 
867 


2} 463 
6} 187 
at 4228 
36| 2562 








Production of Cars, Trucks Drop to 383,637 in Feb. 


Effect of Strikes on Sales 
Revealed in U.S. Statistics 


(Contin ued from page 1) 
from parts{in February 1936, and 350,346 in 
totalled | February, 1935. 
Of the 383,637 units produced in | 


foreign assemblies 
made in this country) 
383,637 units, of which 310,902 


were passenger cars and 72,735} 
trucks. This total compares with | 


399,426 cars and trucks in Jan- 
uary, 519,132 in December, 299,874 


Goodyear Elects 
Three Officials: 





Thomas Named) 


| were trucks. 
| with 19,583 produced in January, 


changes in 
family were 


AKRON.—Three 
Goodyear’s official 


of directors here 
Monday. E. J. 
Thomas, former- 
ly assistant to 
Pres. P. W. 


elected executive 
vice-president. 
P. E. H. Leroy, 
formerly  vice- 
president and 
treasurer, 
named vice- 
president in 





4 
E. J. Thomas 





nance, 
troller’s division under his super- 
vision. Z. C. Oseland, formerly 
assistant treasurer, was appointed | 
treasurer. Other officers and di- 
rectors were re-elected. 

Earlier in the day Thomas had 
been elected to the board of di-| 
rectors at the annual meeting of | 
stockholders, replacing Newton 
D. Baker, who retired from the 
board, but remains as chief coun- 
sel for the company. 

Other action of the directors 
ealls for redemption on July 1, 


j ld, was) : 
Litchfie = |24 making passenger cars and 72 


was | 


2! New Ind. Driver 
charge of fi-} 
which places the comp- | 


made at a meeting of the board | February, 


|}in January, 498,721 in December, 
| 287,606 in February 1936, and 332,- | 


elit tc th al aac 


— 
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February, 363,930 were turned out 
in the U. S. of which 296,487 were 
passenger cars and 67,443 trucks. 
This figure compares with 379,843 


231 in February 1935. 

Of the 19,707 units turned out 
in Canada during February, 14,415 
were passenger cars and 5,292 
This total compares 


20,411 in December last, 13,268 in 
1936, and 18,115 in 
February, 1935. In January this 
year the 19,583 total was divided 
into 15,009 passenger cars and 
4,574 trucks. 

The table on this page is based 
on data from 88 manufacturing, 


making trucks, eight of the pas- 


senger car manufacturers making | 
| trucks also. Passenger car figures | 


include taxicabs. 











Z. C. Oseland P. E. H. Leroy 


1937, at $110 per share and ac-| 
crued dividend the shares of $7 
second preferred stock outstand- | 
ing. Redemption of these shares, 
which total less than 2 per cent 
of the original issue, marks com-| 
pletion of Goodyear’s plan for 
rearrangement of capitalization. 
, Previously, 747,739 shares of the 
second preferred stock (over 98 
per cent of the total) had been 
exchanged for the new $5 con-| 
vertible preferred stock and com- | 
mon stock under the terms of the 
plan, the exchange offer having 
expired Mar. 13. 


eethalae May 
Call Debentures 


SOUTH BEND. Studebaker 
Corp. may call its 6 per cent de- 
bentures, thus forcing conversion 
into common stock, it was dis- 
closed today. There are $6,823,000 
of this 6 per cent issue outstand- 
ing convertible into common at} 
$12.50 a share, compared with the | 
present market of around $17.50. | 

The conversion would mean is- | 
suance of 558,496 more common, 
increasing present capitalization 
by more than 25 per cent. 


Declare Dividend 
ARDMORE, Pa.—The board of di- 
rectors of the Autocar Co. have de- | 
clared a dividend of 75 cents per 
share on the $3 cumulative and par- 
ticipating preferred stock, payable 
Apr. 1, 19387, to stockholders of 





record of Mar. 25. 


| Indiana drivers’ license law, which 


| partment of motor vehicles, and| 


| returned to the department even) 


| permitting the suspension by the | 


| censes for the commission of “any 
offense, 
with regard to regulations of mo- 
tor 
This makes 


Law is Faulty, 
Club Officer Says. 


FORT WAYNE, Ind. The new 


will require rigid examinations of 
applicants, contains several un- 
wise provisions, according to J.| 
P. Hutchens, secretary-manager 
of the Fort Wayne motor club. 
The new law provides that 
every court must report convic- 
tions of traffic offenses to the de- 


may recommend that the license 
be suspended. This _ provision, 
Hutchens points out, makes it 
necessary that drivers’ licenses be 


for such minor violations as over- 
time parking, one head light out, | 
or double-parking. | 


The act also contains a section) 


state motor commissioner of li-| 























Reg# 49°7 


Mass. Automot 


BOSTON.—Massachusetts legis- 
lators are in the throes of an- 
other grist of proposed laws cen- 
dustry. This year for the first 


last the automotive groups are 


sory units are working together. 
More than 100 bills were intro- 





misdemeanor or felony| 


vehicles,” Hutchens stated. 
it possible, he said, 


duced. Some just plain freaks. 


| But all got committee hearings. 


Changing the constitution to 
prevent diversion of automobile 


for the commissioner to revoke| taxes and to change the date of 
licenses for all sorts of petty law registration on vehicles from Jan 
violations. P 

Under the provisions of the new, The diversion law was heard last 
act, a person applying for a li- 
cense for the first time must ac-| 
cept a beginner’s permit for three 
months, and drive only with the| 


holder of a valid 
beside him. At the end of 


license sitting 
the 


1 to Apr. 1 are the two big topics. | 


week with a large number of | 
automobile men present. They 


Airline Resumes 


three months, if he can pass a Former Schedules 


special 


examination for fitness 


and driving ability, he will be is- 


sued a beginner’s 


stating the number of miles he| ice 
has driven, 


license, which 


permits him to drive by himself, 


but 


requires that he make 


DETROIT. — American Airlines 
this week resumed operation of 


a| the 7:30 a.m. schedule from De- 


monthly report to the department, troit to Chicago, as well as serv- 


his arrests, if any, 


and his accidents, if any. 


cost approximately $108 and usu-}| motor 
ally gave only about 5,000 miles} hicles 
service,” Bray said. 





*. 


37 Price of Truck Tires | 


between here and Jackson, 
according to C. R. Speers, district 
sales manager for the corporation. 

The Chicago service had been 
discontinued _three months ago, 
but was reinstated because of 
public demand for an early morn- 


Only Tenth of Cost in ’20) ing schedule, Speers said. New 
AKRON.—The average Amer-| TUPWways have been laid at Rey- 


ican truck or bus operator will| °!d’s fie 
spend approximately $65 for tires 


for each truck or bus he owns) 


more than $600 a truck or bus in| 





legislature, now in session. 


Id in Jackson, making 
resumption of operation practical. 
The Jackson chamber of com- 


| during 1937, as compared with| merce sponsored a public observ- 
ance 


in honor of the event. 


1920, according to W. C. Bray, . ee ee 

|B. F. Goodrich Co., manager of May ilter Tag Dates 

truck and bus tire sales. ST. PAUL.—Minnesota motorists 
“In 1930 it required at least| would apply for licenses Nov. 15 in- 

six new tires annually to keep | Stead of Feb. 15 to avoid penalty 

the average truck or bus run-| #nd would have to display their 
7 ‘ | plates by Jan. 1, under a bill recom- 

ning and a truck or bus tire then | mended for passage by the house! 


vehicles and house motor ve- 
tax laws committee of the /| 











tering around the automotive in- | 


organized. Car, truck, oil, acces- | 


eee 


et 
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‘ k Producti irst ; 
Car, Truck Production First 2 Months 
NUMBER OF VEHICLES (Including chassis) 
UNITED STATES (Factory sales) | CANADA (Production) 
Year Pa — - Commercial cars, trucks 
880 
and ng x and road tractors Totel —— ores 
Month 
Domest ic Foreign Domestic Foreign 
eames: Market Markets Total Market Markets 
1937 
January-+eesseese| 379,845 285 ,892 23,702 70,249 54,017 16,232 19,5863 15,009 4,574 
February..+eerss| 365,930 276,229 20 ,258 67 ,443 53,628 13 ,615 19,707 14,415 5,292 
Total (2 mos.).| 743,773 606 ,061 562,121 | 43,060 | 137,692 || 107,645 30,047 39,290 9,866 
| 
1936 
Januaryscosesees| 364,004 298 ,274 11,097 13,302 11,261 2,041 
February....++++| 287,606} 224,816 11,586 13 ,268 10,853 2,415 
Total (2 mos.). 22 ,683 26,570 4,456 
| 
MOrcheeeccseseee 11,952 16,021 3,533 
APTilsccccececes 11,279 24,951 4,704 
MOY scecscesesece 11,737 20,006 3,617 
JUNC s oeceeerece 12,600 16,400 3,274 
Seber c ices beens 14,300 10,484 10,475 2,283 
AUQUBt se ceceeeees 8,923 8,753 4,660 1,609 
September.+eseee 135 ,130 6,698 6,641 4,655 2,174 
Octobersseeseees| 224,628 16,733 8,234 5,361 769 
November.ecseees| 394,890 25 ,933 11,496 10,812 726 
December.«seeees| 498,721 27,438 12,0 20,411 3,869 
Total (Year) vel 4,454,555) 128 ,499 | 62,322 | 31,014 
1935 
? 2,355 
Januery.secseess| 289,728 210,806 16,748 62,174 9,032 10 ,60 ° 
February.ceocses 332,231 257 044 16,532 56,655 9,128 18,115 4,549 
Total (2 mos.).| 621,959 ¢ 102 ,669 6,904 
425,913 23,736 56,595 017 
452 ,936 19,620 56,194 560 
361,107 19,871 45,513 764 
356,340 17,671 50,390 627 
332,109 15,059 45,419 817 
237 ,400 12 ,869 43 ,849 672 
September. .+esee 87 ,540 6,192 25,026 786 
October.sseceses| 272,045 17,742 47,114 470 
November..++see+| 395,059 23,401 48 ,564 576 
December.s«+++++| 404,528 20,926 48,885 123 





ive Grou ps 


Unite to Battle Diversion 


By JIM SULLIVAN 
presented facts showing $60,000,- | 


000 had been taken away from 


highways and used for other pur- | 


poses from 1931 to 1936 inclusive. 
| And $3,000,000 more several years 


time there is real evidence that at| before the highway fund law to| parts. 


stop this practice was passed. 


opposed. 

Now the legislature must act on 
it. If it reports against the pro- 
posed amendment, the question 
will go over until a new legisla- 
ture is convened after the 1938 
election. If the report is against 
| the amendment, the automotive 
group, by getting 5,000 more sig- 
natures, will force the secretary 
of state to place it on the ballot 
for the people to decide. 

Since the automotive group filed 
more than 50,000 names to the in- 
itiative petition, and had more in 


reserve with only 20,000 required, | 


it should be easy to put it on the 
ballot. That means there should 
be no more diversion after 1940. 
Meanwhile, $7,500,000 is to be 
taken from these taxes this year. 

Changing the date of registra- 
tion has been up for three years 
and each time killed. The main 
opponents are the motor vehicle 
registrar and insurance compan- 
ies. This may eventually have to 
be handled through constitutional 
amendment even though it takes 
a long time. 

Several bills were introduced to 
put governors on cars and trucks. 
They aimed to hold speed of cars 
to 50 miles an hour and trucks 
to 45. They are not making much 
headway, and seemingly will be 
killed. A bill, interesting vehicle 
makers, provided that front and 
rear bumpers should be of uni- 
form size and height. That was 


passed on to next year’s legisla- 


ture. 

Registrar Goodwin has put in 
a bill allowing him to charge not 
more than $5 for certificates of 
approval for such service stations 


as he may designate as official to | 


Only one person was recorded as | 


check cars each spring and fall 
under the semi-annual inspection 
law. The cummittee reported it 
favorably, but automotive groups 
are now taking it up and, by de- 
claring it just another tax on the 
motor industry, expect to kill it. 


Dealers would be _ penalized 
under a bill that.called for giving 
| in a written report to a buyer of 
a used car the complete details 
of any accidents it figured in with 
the repair work and replacement 
That is 


| killed. 


Yeager Appointed 
| MINNEAPOLIS.—Fred Yeager 
| has been appointed assistant man- 
ager of the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
branch of the Ford Motor Co., re- 
placing F. T. MacKay, transferred 
to Chicago. 


NICKELGRAM 
73A 


Industrial plants of every 
kind have occasion to use very 
strong acid baths for “pickling” 
metal parts. Tanks in which the 
parts are immersed must be made 
of special materials that resist 
the violent corrosive action of 
|strong acids and the most com- 
monly-used tanks are made of 
certain types of wood. However, 
the wood framing has to be fas- 
tened securely by metal fasten- 
|ings and that’s where trouble 
may be experienced. Over a pe- 
riod of years, the most satis- 
factory metal fastening has been 
found to be tie-rods made of 
Monel, a technically controlled 
alloy of Nickel and copper. In 
| the form of tie-rods, Monel is 
|stronger than bridge iron and 
|is impervious to the attack of 
THE acids commonly used. 


INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 


‘INC. NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Few Fundamental Changes 


In ’38 Cars, Bohn Predicts 


_ Chris 


Sinsabaugh 


(Continued from page 1) 


it looks to me as if Chrysler 
should win the strike. This hunch 
is based on what’s been happen- 
ing this week. Walter P. has been 
standing pat—he will not give 
UAW the sole bargaining fran- 
chise. His door is open to any 
employe who thinks he has a 
complaint. I believe he will stick 
by this, Lewis notwithstanding. 
Juggling words in a dual agree- 
ment is not going to change this 
determination on the part of the 
chairman of the board of the 
Chrysler Corp. 

Lewis, on the other hand, is 
faced with a house divided unto 
itself. This is illustrated in the 
case of the seven-year itch of 
sit-down strikes General Motors 
has suffered this week. Union 
leaders say they did not order 
them and the sit-downers say 
they are acting under 
Who's telling the truth? If the 
former, then it looks as if Lewis 
has been discredited. He no longer 
is in control of the situation that 
exists in the automobile industry. 

* * * 

THAT BEING the case, what 
good is a treaty between industry 
and labor? It means nothing—it’s 
like the “scrap of paper” Kaiser 
Wilhelm tore up and _ which 
started the Great War. 

So adding two and two it would 
seem as 
beetle brows is between the devil 


and the deep sea. And his elimi- | 
nation from the picture would | 
mean peace in the automobile in- | 


dustry. Industry stands ready to 


bargain with its workers collect- | 
ively or individually, but it does | 
| hocken, Pa. Of course the Oldsmo- 


not want to force them to pay 
salaries to hangers-on who pro- 
mote unions for the sole purpose 
of keeping the wolf from barking 
at their own doors. 
* * ~ 

WHILE IT HAS been no secret 
that Ford is constructing a 
tire-manufacturing plant at Dear- 
born, the daily press made a 
great to-do this mid-week over 
the fact that $1,000,000 worth of 
machinery had been ordered in 
the way of equipment, just as if 


the story was breaking for the| 
first time. But to me it looks as| 5*ér: 


if the machinery order was timed | 


to affect physologically the Fire- 
stone strikers at Akron, who have 
been holding out now for several 
weeks—a veiled threat that if 
they persist Akron is going to 
lose the Ford business, which is 
not to be sneezed at by any man- 
ner of means. Couple this with 
the fact that the sit-down is rap- 
idly being outmoded, one can be- 
lieve that this is going to be a 
disturbing thought for the strik- 
ers to chew on. 


Le always have thought, ever 
since it came out that a tire-mak- 
ing plant was to be constructed 
in Dearborn, that Ford never 
really has contemplated building 
all the tires it uses—that it simply 
is casting an anchor to windward 
by having such a plant available 
so that if labor troubles tie up 
Ford’s suppliers that the com- 
pany could make enough to keep 
going until the pipe of peace was 
smoked. 

* a 


TO ME, TOO, it seems that the 
Firestone shoe is on the other 
foot and that the strikers must 
be developing corns. My grape- 
vine telegraph from Akron con- 
vinces me of this. I’m told that 
since Firestone closed down fol- 
lowing the strike that the dis- 
gruntled ones have been left to 
stew in their own fat. With the 
strike on, Firestone executives 
left for a Florida vacation after 
establishing temporary office fa- 
cilities in the down town district. 
Soon the strikers got worried. No 
attempt was made to debate the 
questions at issue. The strikers 
Sent special delivery letters and 
registered letters to the company 
asking for a date, but ‘still an 
ominous silence—the two forces 
never have got together and the 


* 


orders. | 


if the gent with the| 


strikers are beginning to wonder 
what they are going to use for 
money. 

The latest phase, I understand, 
is that the union authorities are 
about to petition the governor of 
ithe state to force the plants to 
reopen so that they can return to 
work. 

SHAKESPEARE seems to have 
been right when he wrote, “Age 
does not wither nor custom stale”, 
especially as the phrase applies 
to ancient motor vehicles. 
deduction is arrived at following 
| the publication in last week’s col- 
umn of portions of a letter from 
| Morgan Fenley, advertising man- 
lager of the Eaton Mfg. Co., of 
| Cleveland, telling me about two 
| private collections of old automo- 
| biles, whose owners have made a 
| hobby of rounding up the gray- 
beards. : 

Right on the heels of this par- 
|ticular column comes a letter 
| from Steve Bryce, public relations 
|diplomat for the Automobile 
| Manufacturers Assn., who brings 
}to my attention a unique organi- 
| zation, the Antique Automobile 


Frank A. Abramson of Philadel- 
| phia. To qualify for membership 
the applicant must own an auto- 
mobile at least 25 years of age. 
Forty-nine of these old timers 
are listed. The vintage range is 
from 1898.to 1916. 


* * * 


ON THE LIST I note that the| 
veteran is a 1898 Knox, owned by 
Charles Christman of Consho- 


bile figures prominently and reg- 
istered are cars of that make of 
the classes of ’02 (three of them) 
and 04. Josiah Ellis of Washing- 
ton, D. C., owns a 1902 Cadillac. 
I find Joseph Herbert of Fords, 
N. J., has a 1909 International 
Harvester motor buggy. IH now 
makes only commercial vehicles. 
Autocar, now a truck maker, is 
represented by a ‘03 roadster, 
which the company was making 
then. F. J. Talone of Rosemont, 
Pa., has a 03 Renault sport road- 
Pierce Arrow has liberal 
representation, the oldest being 
an ’02, owned by Fred Parsons 
of Bryn Mawr, Pa. Kenneth 
Mayes of Lement, Pa., has an '06 
Packard town sedan. 
* ~ ” 


“OTHERS WHO, I understand, 
have collections of old cars” 
writes Bryce, include Vincent As- 
tor of Rhinebeck, N. Y., E. F. 
Gregory, Brockton, Mass., who 
has 20 old timers; George H. 
Waterman, Chestnut Hills, Mass., 
and Kirkland H. Gibson, also of 
Chestnut Hills. 


* * * 


CONTRIBUTING reminscences 
is John Van Benschoten of Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., who now sells 
Dodge and Plymouth, who has 
been an automobile dealer since 
1901, which should make Bill 
Hughson of San Francisco look 
to his seniority laurels. Van Ben- 
schoten goes even further back, 
for he was in the bicycle business, 
dating back to 1890. At that time, 
John also raced as a member of 
the Stearns yellow fellow team, 
the star of which was the late 
John S. Johnson. 

One of his automobile relics, he 
writes, has to do with the first 
car he bought, a Mobile steamer. 
He has a receipt signed by John 
Brisben Walker, founder of the 
company that made this car, 
which assures him a place in the 
hall of fame. With such a back- 
ground, it is but natural that he 
has written Morgan Fenley for 





a copy of “A Chronicle of the Au- 
tomotive Industry.” 
co a” a 


HAVING established a_ sorta 





This | issue 


Club, the president of which is} 


| found specialty to praise the cur- 
lrent issue of Chevrolet Sales 
| News, which is somewhat out of | 
| the ordinary. | 

It comes to the desk, a beauti- | 
|fully printed offering in purple 
and gold dress—royal colors, you 
know—and affords General Sales | 
Manager Bill Holler an oppor- 
tunity to express his gratitude to 
the company’s selling forces for 
the support it is giving him in his 
drive to make good his 1937 quota 
of 1,000,000-plus. 


THE ENTIRE issue is given 
}over to the All-America Selling 
|Team Assn., Inec., the honor or- 
| ganization founded by Holler him- 
| self in 1933, It isn’t easy to become 
a Chevrolet All-American. Mem- 
bership cards are issued only to 
those who have earned ’em. The| 
recites that in 1936 there 
|were 1,159 Chevrolet men who 
| qualified. Each of these men has 
|} been presented with a diamond- 
| set gold key, emblematic of “dis- 
| tinguished service above and be- 
| yond the call of duty.” 


* * 


| a 
| SPONSORSHIP pride in the 
| tremendous growth of the associa- 
|tion in the past year has caused 
Holler, whose brain child it is, to 
write: “The indomitable spirit | 
| which has enabled Chevrolet to 
achieve new all-time _ records 
;}menth after month is the best 
| guarantee that our million-plus 
goal for 1937 will be realized. It 
constitutes the strongest possible 
assurance that every man of 
Chevrolet will surpass his own 
previous efforts.” 


Seattle New Cos 
Sales Up; Used 
Stocks Growing 


SEATTLE.—New car sales here 
are running 30 per cent ahead of 
a year ago, while used car stocks 


|in automobiles they are not likely | 


| prising 
| transmission developments in the 





are piling up, with sales lagging. 

The used car market appraisal 
bureau is working out well, and 
is being gradually extended so 
that it includes practically all of 
King county. The plan is proving 
a real factor in holding down 
trade-in allowances. 


New car sales in King county 
from Mar. 1 to Mar. 26 follow: 


Chevrolet, 323; Ford, 310; Plym- 
outh, 270; Dodge, 99; Oldsmobile, 
97; Terraplane, 79 (Hudson-Terra- 
plane total 93); and others, to 
bring up the total for the period 
to 1,622. This compares with 1,240 
for the same period of 1935. 


Chevrolet also leads the truck 
sales for the same period with 
43; Ford follows with 36, and 
Dodge is third with 22. Truck 
total for first 26 days of March is 
151, compared with 148 for same 
period a year ago. 

Dealers have been busy nego- 
tiating with the new salesmen’s 
union, this now being in the clos- 
ing stages. 

Gov. Martin has signed the 1.5 
per cent excise tax on motor ve- 
hicles, this to take the place of the 
personal property tax. Carl 
Heussy, executive secretary of the 
dealers in Seattle and the state, 
went to Olympia to see the gover- 
nor on interpretation of the new 
law, and the tax commission was 
also interviewed. Assurances were 
given that there would be no 
double taxation, during any year. 

The dealers must pay personal 
property tax on cars in stock Jan. 
1, this date being moved up from 
Mar. 1. A receipt is issued and 
the purchaser will not be required 
to pay the excise tax until the 
regular issuance of plates for the 
following year. The new tax is 
thus welcomed, as it will reduce 
the total to be paid about one- 
third. 

Another dealer advantage is 
that the back-tax problem will be 
eliminated. This should save in- 
dividual dealers as much as from 








$200 to $500 a year, in many cases 
where a traded-in car is “dis- 
covered” later on by the county 





reputation as a reviewer of mo- 
toring literature in the last few 
weeks, the conductor feels that 
today’s column would not be com- 
plete unless he utilizes his new- 


treasurer, with back taxes ac- 
cumulated. The dealer then must 
pay the back taxes and then try 
to find the original seller ‘or 
trader. 


DETROIT. — With engineering | 
work practically completed on the 
1938 automobiles, at least as far 
as engine and 
chassis develop- 
ment is con- 
cerned, few rad- 
ical changes are 
to be expected 
in the 1938 mod- 
els, according to 
Charles B. Bohn, 
president of the 
Bohn Aluminum 
and Brass Corp. 

“While many 
of us feel that 
we are on the 
eve of important 


oa 

Cc. B. Bohn 
developments | 
come for 1938,” said Bohn. 


it would not be sur- 
see some _ unusual 


to 
“However, 
to 


A number of these 
on test at the 


new cars. 
transmissions are 





| present time. 


“There is also a continued en- 
deavor to eliminate useless dead 
weight from both engine and 
chassis. We find a growing use of 
aluminum forgings for important 
parts such as, for instance, the 
hydraulic brake system and other 
units where strength and light- 
ness are essential,” Bohn stated. 
“There is also a great deal of in- 
terest in engine design for lighter 
and more compact power-plants 
delivering high torque at low 
speed. However, these engines are 
more in mind for 1939 and 1940 


| projects than for 1938. 


“Rear-engine talk has not by 
any means died down. In fact, it 
is having a new lease of life and 
we know of one manufacturer 
who may still have a 1938 car on 
the market with the engine at 
the rear of the chassis,” he con- 


Elec. Storage Battery 
Income Is $2,595,310 


PHILADELPHIA. — Report of 
Electric Storage Battery Co. and 
subsidiaries for year ended Dec. 31, 
1936, certified by independent au- 
ditors, shows a net income of $32,- 
595,310 after depreciation, federal 
income taxes and surtax on un- 
distributed profits. 

This is equivalent to $2.86 a 
share on 907,810 combined shares 
of common and preferred stocks, 
and compares with $2,247,755 or 
$2.47 a share on combined com- 
mon and preferred stock in 1935. 
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TO GOSSIP 


Listen wherever men who know the full 
flavor of living congregate— you'll hear 
lots of fine things about the world of 
ease and comfort to be found at The 
Stevens—the world’s largest hotel. 


They talk about the location, so ideal 
for active business days and restful 
nights . . . the downy beds inviting 
deep, refreshing sleep . . . the food so 
temptingly prepared. They also tell of 
thoughtful little things—service details 
that keep your mind at ease. 


Come to The Stevens. You'll find the 


I 
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tinued. “It is even possible that 
this particular model will be an- 
nounced quite early in the fall if 
present experimental work turns 
out satisfactorily. 

“We are very much interested 
in new developments of aluminum 
pistons and aluminum combustion 
chambers which seem likely to 
increase the power output of the 
engine materially without increas- 
ing its size and without the use 


|of premium fuels.” 


Exeavation Work 
Begins on Ford’s 


New Rubber Unit 


DETROIT. — Excavation work 
began here this week in prepara- 
tion for the new $3,500,000 Ford 
Motor Co. tire and rubber ad- 
junct to the River Rouge plant, 
which was designed by Architect 
Albert Kahn. Actual building con- 
struction on the new unit is ex- 
pected to get under way soon, 
according to company officials. 


William J. Cameron, of the 
Ford company, confirmed the re- 
port that a contract, calling for 
the purchase of $1,000,000 worth 
of tire manufacturing machinery, 
had been placed with the National 
Rubber Machinery Co., of Akron. 
This order is believed to be the 
largest of the type ever placed. 


The company currently pur- 
chases about half of its rubber 
supplies from Firestone and the 
remainder from Goodyear and 
United States Rubber companies. 
The new plant, expected to be in 
operation before the end of this 
year, will be able to produce 
about half of the company’s rub- 
ber requirements, it is believed. 


Cameron described as specula- 
tion the reports that Firestone 
would become the only outside 
source of rubber supply for 
Ford. 


Boswell Heads Assn. 


SOUTH BEND.—D. A. Boswell, 
South Bend automobile dealer, has 
been re-elected president of the South 
Bend Automotive Trades Assn. 
George J. Moulder was named vice- 
president and G. L. Shaus, secretary 
and treasurer. 
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abundant comfort that has made The 
Stevens Chicago’s Outstanding Hotel. 
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Motors’ First-Quarter Showing Cheers Wall Street 


Inv estors Wait 
For Clearing Of 
Labor Situation 


By C. J. ALEXANDER 


NEW YORK.—Wall street con- 


siders the production by the au | pared 


tomobile industry of more ve- 
hicles in the first quarter of this 
year than last, despite strikes, as 
one of the outstanding pieces of 
industrial news of recent months. 
Some of the economists, who were 
ready to transfer the laurels for 
leadership in the recovery from 
the motor to the steel industry, 
are giving the question further 
consideration. 


General motors startled the fi- 
nancial world by the dispatch 
with which it got back into capa- 
city production after it regained 
possession of its plants from the 
sit-downers. Chrysler is expected 
to duplicate this performance in 
the meantime, a watchful waiting 
attitude has been taken by in- 
vestors, who apparently are wait- 
ing for the labor situation to clear 
completely. 


Erratic price movements have 
prevailed for some time now in 
automotive stocks. One of the 
things investors are anxious to 
know is what effect the higher 
wages and increased cost of ma- 
terials are going to have on earn- 
ings of the industry. The manu- 
facturers have shown their abil- 
ity in the past to absorb in- 
creased costs by increasing the 
volume of their sales. Many are 
confident they will do it again, 
although it is admitted the bur- 
den now is heavier than ever be- 
fore. 


One of the interesting pieces of 
news of the week was the report 
that Studebaker might call its 
6 per cent debentures in order to 
bring conversion of these securi- 
ties into common stock. Removal 
of the debentures would pave the 
way for Studebaker, which is 
coming along fast, to start pay- 
ments of dividends to common 
stockholders. 


Of importance to the automo- 
tive industry was the recent rul- 
ing by the ICC permitting acqui- 
sition of small highway motor 
transport lines by the large Kee- 
shin motor transport firm and 
railroads. Some see important 
stabilization in the trucking bus- 
iness with the movement of small 
companies into strong hands. 
Whether this tendency will in- 
crease or decrease the number of 
motor trucks operated in highway 
transportation remains to be seen. 
The normal growth of the busi- 
ness is expected to offset and re- 
duction in number of vehicles 
caused by the absorption of small 
trucking lines by larger corpora- 
tions. And the railroads are stead- 
ily increasing their use of trucks 
to supplement their trains. 


Tendency toward split-up of 





Reo Sales Exceed 
$13,000,000 in °36 


LANSING.—Reo Motor Car Co. 
this week reported for the year 
ended Dec. 31 a net loss of $1,399,- 
125, after all charges, including 
extraordinary charges amounting 
to $604,832 for expenses in connec- 
tion with discontinuances of pas- 
senger car manufacture. This 
compares with a net loss of $219,- 
860, in 1935. 


Sales in 1936 totaled $13,171,225, 
as compared with $16,135,552 in 
1935. 


The resignation last year of 
R. E. Olds and R. A. De Vlieg as 
directors and the return to the di- 
rectorate of C, M. Higbie of Carl- 
ton M, Higbie Corp.,, reduced the 
board from six to five members. 








high-priced stocks was 


new shares of 


common stock for one old. This 


stock was one of the few to move} 


higher during the week covered 
by the ADN stock prices aver- 
ages. 

The averages for Mar. 
as follows with 
earlier and a year ago: 
Last This 
Week Week Change 
49.00 47,90 —1.10 
50.27 49.00 —1.27 
39. 40 39.65 +-0.25 


7.10 49 95 +-2.85 


31, com- 
a week 


a ae ere 
10 car-truck co’s .. 
10 parts-accessories 
4 tire-rubbers 


Again the tire company stocks | || 
were features. It will be recalled |L 


they slumped rather badly in the 
week preceding, but their come- 
back was strong, with nearly all 
the loss regained. The optimistic 
statement to stockholders by P. 
W. Litchfield, president of Good- 
year, was one of the factors in 
the reversal of the price trend, 
but more important were the un- 
derlying factors 
trade generally. 

Firestone declared a dividend 
of 50 cents, payable Apr. 20, and 
Goodyear declared $1.75 on the 
$7 second preferred, payable 
July, 1. 


Palace Reports Net Loss 


After Development Cost 


DETROIT.—The unaudited re- 
port of the Palace Travel Coach 
Corp. for the year ended De- 
cember 31 reveals a net loss of 
$1,418 after deduction of $1,054 
charges applying to 1935 and 
$17,280 amortization of deferred 
development expense. For the 
first half of the year net profit 
was $12,719 before provision for 
federal taxes, according to David 
Arehart, president. 


Manual to Be Issued 


DETROIT. — Containing data on 
Michigan securities, the 1937 Detroit 
Stock Exchange manual will be is- 
sued early in April. All corporations 
with stock listed on the local ex- 
change, plus 150 not listed but whose 
stocks are actively traded, will be 
covered. 


empha- | : 
sized by the approval given by ||| 
| Borg-Warner stockholders of the 
| exchange of two 


* | 
Year | 
Ago | 





in the rubber | 








Last Minute Wall Street Wires 


From C, J. 


New York April 2, 
panies gave way with the 
and although they recovered some of their losses before 
the close, finished lower. Both General Motors and Chry- 


sler were 
brighten. 


under pressure as the 


ALEXANDER 


Wall Street Correspondent, 


Automotive Daily News 


3:30 P.M.—Shares of automotive com- 
remainder of the market today 


labor news failed to 





Graham is Strengthened 


DETROIT. — Strengthened dur-| ness was apparent in a profitable 


ing the year by an 
$647,230 in working capital, 
Graham-Paige Motors Corp. 


against a net loss of 73 cents per 
share on 2,387,409 shares in 1935, 


according to a report of Joseph | 


B. Graham, president. 

Gross profit for the year was 
$1,170,760, with net loss after de- 
preciation of $282,538, and die and 
tool amortization of $344,963. 

A substantial sum was received 
from the sale of dies, tools and 
equipment to Nisson, Jidosha, 
Kaisha, Ltd., Japan, with which 
organization Graham has entered 
into an agreement which promises 
to be mutually beneficial in the 
future. 

During 1936 the company, “look- 
ing to the future rather than the 
immediate present,” concentrated 
all manufacturing activities in the 
main plant in Detroit. 

“The wisdom of this extensive 
undertaking, while it temporar- 
ily curtailed production and 
earnings, as anticipated, has al- 
ready been confirmed. It not 
only will result in annual savings 


increase of | 
the | 
re-| 
duced its net loss from 18 cents| 
per share on 2,809,182 shares, as! 





production of 7,005 cars during 
the fourth quarter of 1936,” Gra- 
ham stated in his report. 

The increasing demand for the 
supercharged models resulted in 
the dollar volume for 1936 exceed- 
ing the dollar volume of 1935, al- 
though unit volume, largely be- 
cause of the anticipated curtail- 
ment while the concentration plan 
was carried through was lower. 
The figures were: Dollar volume, 
1936, $15,634,716.22; 1935, $14,621,- 
785.12; unit volume, 1936, 22,368; 
1935, 22,704. 

The entire Graham marketing 
organization was further strength- 
ened during the year, the report 


stated, with particular emphasis | 
being placed upon the progress | 
success of distributors | 


financial 
and dealers. Increased business 
was reported in the export and 
Canadian markets, where more 
and stronger distributors were ap- 
pointed in the important trading 
centers. 

Australia and several European 
distributors are now building Gra- 
ham cars from unassembled parts 
shipped from Detroit. Australia, 


of operating costs estimated to| South Africa and the far east re- 


exceed $400,000, but its effective- 


ported particularly good results. 








AUTOMOTIVE STOCK QUOTATIONS 


AT CLOSE OF MARKETS, FRIDAY, 


APRIL 2, 


1937 


(Furnished by Wm. C. Roney Company, Union Guardian Building, Detroit) 





1936-37 
High Low NEW YORK 
8312 45% Allis Chalmers Mfg. ... 
71 30 American C. & F. ...... 
90/4 31 American Chain ....... 
5414, 26% Auburn Auto ........... 
32% 21% Bendix Aviation ......... 
105! Wy SRT No cdcccccdiess 
63Y ‘8 40, Bohn A. & B. ececcccce 
90, 64 Borg-Warner ..........- 
64s 434, Briggs Mfg. ..........-. 
15% 94, Budd Mfg. Co., E. G. ... 
14 834 Budd Wheel Co. ......... 
32% 1934, Chic. Yellow Cab (1)... 
1383/4 GE GEE “hese ccesccssceas 
46\ Bee Gee Ns csc ckcscess 
47, 33 Cleveland Gr. Br. ........ 
663/, 39, Collins & Aikman ....... 
847%, 44 ee ET As as 5 5 bb 00. 
91%, 55 Commercial Inv. T. (2).. 
4 24% Continental Motors ...... 
9% 4 Curtiss-Wright ........... 
2334 10, Curtiss-Wright A ........ 
184%, 133 du Pont de Nemours .... 
40, SO) ee I ocak eesscees 
47), 30%, Electric Auto-Lite ....... 
55%, 39% Electric Storage Battery .. 
407 23% Evans Products .......... 
12% 73%, Federal Motor ........... 
41%, 247%, Firestone T. & R. ....... 
7% eS a eee 
64g 34 General Elec. ............ 
77 537% General Motors .......... 
55, OE ne 2 eer 
50, 3% Goodrich, B. F. ......... 
47/4 1% Goodyear T. & R. ...... 
4%, 2 Graham-Paige ............ 
9 4% Hayes Body Corp. ....... 
33 21% MHoudaille-Hershey B ..... 
44, 37 Houdaille-Hershey A ..... 
23%, :13Y. Hudson Motor .......... 
ay, 1% Hupp Motor ............ 
lll, 56%, . Inter. Harvester ......... 
155 88 Johns-Manville ........... 
28%, 18 Kelsey-Hayes W ......... 
24%, 15 Kelsey-Hayes W. B. .:.... 
27% 12 Lee Rubber & Tire ...... 
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| Borg-W arner Ups 


Stock, Renames 
1936 Officials 


CHICAGO.—-All officers of the 
3crg-Warner Corp. were. re- 
named last week by the board of 


directors following the annual 
| stockholders meeting. The stock- 


| holders in their meeting had re- 
| elected 


all directors who served 


the past year. 


The stockholders voted to in- 
crease the authorized common 
| stock from 1,500,000 shares to 3,- 


reducing the par 


value of the stock from $10 to 
$5 per share. The stockholders also 
amended the articles of incor- 


cancelling all of the 
authorized preferred stock of the 
corporation. The authorized cap- 
ital stock is now all one class 
and kind; 3,000,000 shares of com- 
mon stock with the par value of 
$5 each. 

The stockholders also author- 
ized the exchange of the present 
common stock for the new com- 
mon stock on a basis of two 
shares of $5 par value for one 
share of the present common 
stock. There is at present issued 
1,230,906 shares of common stock, 
and by this exchange, there will 
be outstanding 2,461,812 shares of 
the newly authorized $5 par 
value stock, leaving a remainder 
of unissued common stock of 538,- 
188 shares. 


Hupp Reflnansl 
Awaits Approval 
Of Report to SEC 


CHICAGO.—Hupp Motor Car 
Corp. this week filed with the 
Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion a registration statement gov- 
erning 988,971 shares of new $1 
par common stock. The shares 
are to be offered subject to regi- 
stration and to approval of share- 
holders of the proposal to reduce 
present outstanding common of 





| $10 par to $1 par and to exchange 
| two shares of old stock for one 
| share of the new common. 


New additional stock will be 
offered to stockholders at a price 
to be announced with offering in 


| ratio of 1% shares for each share 


then held. 

New financing is undertaken 
with a view to obtaining working 
capital to re-engage in production 
which has been suspended since 


L. A. Young Reports Rise 


| Of $80,000 in °36 Profit 


DETROIT.—A net profit of $1,- 
898,982, after all charges and pro- 
vision for federal income taxes 
and surtax on undistributed profits, 
equal to $4.65 a share on 408,658 
shares of capital stock, has been 
reported by the L. A. Young 
Spring & Wire Co. for this year 
ended Dec. 31, 1936. This com- 
pares with net profit of $1,816,108, 
or $4.44 a share in 1935. 

As of Dec. 31, 1936, current as- 
sets totaled $4,607,302 and _ in- 
cluded cash of $583,149 as com- 
pared with current liabilities of 
$1,676,402. 





Timken Net Increases 


To Over $9,000,000 


CANTON, O.— Net profits of 
$9,257,127, or $3.84 a share, were 
earned by Timken Roller Bearing 
Co. here in the year ended Dec. 
31. This was after $1,543,750 de- 
preciation and all other charges. 


Dividends totaled $9,042,675, or 
2.75 a share. 
Sales increased in all major 


lines, it was announced. W. E. Um- 
staddt, president, said wage ad- 
justments since November, 1936, 
will increase payrolls $2,750,000. 


er 





APRIL SHOWERS DOWN 


[> 


“pos from heaven” are chicken feed to the 
man whose showroom sparkles today with the 


bright beauty that is Buick! 


April showers to him are showers of orders for 
the most wanted car in America—orders from 
people with the money to spend—orders with a 


protected profit behind them! 


America’s quick to spot a winner—the question is, 
are you? If you’re going to make money 
in this business you've got to have the 


goods that sell—and today that’s Buick! 


But while that’s the main reason why 


business is good with Buick dealers, it’s 


YOUR MONEY GOES FARTHER IN A GENERAL MOTORS CAR 


~ 
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not the only reason why the man who has this 


franchise is in such a swell spot. 


Along with the right package, Buick dealers enjoy 
an ample operating margin—practical help from 
field men who know how to operate a profitable 
business—territories based on established profit 


potential. 


Better get the whole story if you want a business 
with a long future to it. The man to write 
full 


W.F. Hufstader, Sales Manager, Buick 


to—in confidence, of course—is 


Motor Division, General Motors Sales 


Corporation, Flint, Mich. 
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